TVvvo        HL..^sr(jL.     e)-  .    Cxi  auuuui/. 


f 


Digitized  by  tlie  Internet  Arcliive 

in  2011  witli  funding  from 

Drew  University  witli  a  grant  from  the  American  Theological  Library  Association 


http://www.archive.org/details/fiftywonderfulye01herb 


MRS.  MARIA  D.  WIGHTMAN 


Fifty  Wonderful  Years 

1878-1928 


STORY  OF 

MISSIONARY  WORK  BY  METHODIST 
WOMEN  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Methodiit  Episcopal  Church  South 


Published  by 

JUBILEE  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  TWO  SOUTH 

CAROLINA  CONFERENCES 


Compiled  and  Edited  by 
WALTER  I.  HERBERT 

Of  the  South  Carohna 
Conference 


Copyright  1928 

By  Walter  I.  Herbert 

Published  April 

1928 

BY  390^ 


DEDICATION 


TO  MY  WIFE 

CONSTANCE    FURMAN 

Who  has  been  my  assistant  in  preparing  this 
book,  and  has  been  my  help  and  stay  in  every 
undertaking   for  well  nigh  four  decades;   and 

TO  MY  DAUGHTER 

ANNE    ELIZABETH 

Who  as  a  nurse  serves  her  Lord  and  ours,  by 
ministering  to  sick  souls  and  bodies,  in  the  Mar- 
garet Williamson  Hospital  in  Shanghai,  China. 


333  I  93 


JUBILEE     COMMISSION     OF     MISSIONARY    COUNCIL 
M.   E.   CHURCH,  SOUTH 


Mrs.    F.    F.   Stevenson  Mrs.  Luke  G.  Johnson 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Perry  Miss   Daisy   Davies 

Mrs.    F.   S.   Parker  Mrs.  W.  F.  Tillett 

Mrs.  Ina  Davis  Fulton  Miss    Mabel    K.    Howell 

Miss   Julia   Lake    Stevenson  Mrs.  J.  C.  Handy 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Newell  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hobdy 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Chappell  Mrs.  H.   L.  McCleskey 

Miss   Althea  Jones  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Owen 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Lipscomb  Mrs.  Nat  G.  Rollins 

Miss    Estelle    Haskin  Mrs.  J.  W.  Mills 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Steele  Mrs.   Lee   Britt 

Miss  Maria  L.  Gibson  Mrs.  R.   L.  Kirkwood 

THE    JUBILEE    COMMITTEES    OF    THE    TWO    SOUTH 
CAROLINA  CONFERENCES 


South  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  W.   L,  Wait  Mrs.  W.  P.  Meadors 

Mrs.   W.    I.    Herbert  Mrs.  C.   N.  Sprott 

Miss  May  Wightman  Mrs.   D.   P.  Frierson 

Mrs.   R.   L.   Kirkwood  Mrs.   S.  W.   Henry 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Summers  Mrs.   R.    H.   Cain 

Mrs.  J.  P.  McNiell  Mrs.  W.   D.   Gleaton 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Edwards 

Upper  South  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  D.  N.  Bourne  Miss   Daisy  Allen 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Stackhouse  Mrs.  R.  L.  Keaton 

Mrs.   Julian   Johnson  Mrs.  J.  P.   Byers 

Mrs.  Pierce  Wyche  Mrs.  T.  I.  Charles 

Mrs.  J.   L.  Jett  Mrs.  C.  D.  Stanley 


FOREWORD 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  two  Conference  His- 
torical Societies  in  1925,  one  in  Abbeville  and  the  other  in 
Darlington,  I  read  a  paper  on  "The  Woman's  IMissionary 
Work  in  South  Carolina  Methodism."  When  the  Jubilee 
Committees  of  the  two  Conference  Missionary  Societies  re- 
quested me  to  continue  and  enlarge  that  paper  I  was  most 
happy  to  do  so.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  twenty-nine  of 
the  pioneer  societies  (eighty-seven)  have  not  sent  in  their 
histories.  These  of  course  cannot  appear  in  this  record,  but  I 
am  glad  to  give  the  fifty-one  and  wish  for  space  to  mention 
many  others  of  later  date.  In  the  historical  paper  men- 
tioned, the  following  "Personal  Word"  was  given  to  show 
how  the  writer  has  been  connected  with  the  W.  M.  S.  from 
its  beginning: 

I  deem  it  a  privilege  to  appear  before  the  Historical 
Societies  of  the  two  South  Carolina  Conferences,  to  speak 
of  the  work  of  our  mothers,  sisters,  wives  and  daughters,  in 
their  efforts  to  spread  the  "glad  tidings"  the  world  over.  I 
have  special  pleasure.  I  suppose,  because  I  can  well  remem- 
ber the  meeting  of  the  Annual  Conference  in  Newberry. 
S.  C,  where  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  was  organized.  My  father,  pastor  of 
the  Newberry  Circuit,  was  living  there  and  as  a  boy  in  the 
early  teens  I  attended  from  time  to  time,  .the  sessions  of  the 
Conference.  IMy  mother  and  eldest  sister  (Mrs.  Thos.  G. 
Herbert  and  Janie  Frances  Herbert,  afterward  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Haynes)  were  among  the  charter  members.  In  addition, 
an  aunt,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Herbert,  and  a  first  cousin.  Miss  C.  E. 
Boulware,  were  of  the  thirty-nine  (39)  whose  names  appear 
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on  the  first  roll.  Of  these  thirty-nine  (39)  charter  mem- 
bers sixteen  were  members  of  Central  Church,  in  New- 
berry, where  our  family  worshiped,  and  nine  (9)  were 
from  the  Circuit,  of  which  my  father  was  Pastor.  Of  the 
nine  (9)  from  the  Circuit,  five  (5)  were  members  of  New 
Chapel  Church,  the  old  home  church  of  my  father's  boj'- 
hood  and  where  he  joined  the  church  and  was  recommended 
for  license  to  preach.  Of  the  five  (5)  one  is  still  living. 
Her  name  appears  on  the  first  roll  as  Miss  F.  E.  Boyd,  now 
Mrs.  Fannie  B.  Riser,  of  Walterboro,  S.  C. 

Ever  since  those  teen  years  of  mine  I  have  heard  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  How  many  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  announcements  I  have  heard  and  made, 
I  cannot  tell,  but  I  am  glad  I  have  heard  them  and  made 
them  and  in  this  way  made  some  contribution  to  this  ever 
growing  and  powerful  influence  for  good  in  our  church. 
And  now  Mrs.  Herbert  is  the  President  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina Conference  Society  and  Anne,  our  daughter,  has 
recently  landed  in  Shanghai  to  be  a  Missionary  nurse  in 
the  Margaret  Williamson  hospital,  under  appointment  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  and  to  be  supported  by  the  Society  of  the  Church 
in  Bennettsville,  of  which  I  have  been  for  these  past  four 
years  the  pastor.  The  history  of  this  work  is  therefore 
naturally  suggested  to  me  for  our  study  at  this  time  and 
is  most  interesting  and  wonderful  and  inspiring,  to  be 
sure. 
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Part  I — Introdudlory 

THE  JUBILEE— WHAT  IT  IS 


The  old  Jewish  law  provided  for  a  system  of  Sabbaths. 
Not  only  the  seventh  day  was  held  sacred,  but  alsoi  the 
seventh  week,  the  seventh  month,  and  even  the  seventh 
year.  In  addition  to  the  hallowing  of  the  seventh  seven  of 
years,  the  fiftieth  year,  to  be  known  as  the  ''Jubilee,"  was 
also  sacred.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  a  loud  tinimpet 
was  sounded  throughout  the  land,  proclaiming  it  as  a  year 
of  jubilee,  a  year  of  freedom.  In  this  year  each  plot  of 
ground  was  to  return  to  that  family  to  which  it  was  origin- 
ally assigned.  Again,  if,  because  of  poverty,  a  Hebrew 
had  found  it  necessary  to  sell  himself  into  practical 
slavery,  in  the  fiftieth  year  he  was  to  get  back  his  inde- 
pendence and  begin  life  anew  on  his  own  account.  In  the 
third  place,  the  land  was  to  lie  fallow,  the  inhabitants  were 
to  live  only  on  its  natural  produce,  and  there  was  to  be 
freedom  from  the  toil  and  care  incident  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  fields. 

The  year  1928  marks  the  fiftieth  year  in  our  organized 
woman's  work.  In  1878  seven  times  seven  years  ago,  plus 
one,  our  woman's  work  was  authorized  by  the  General  Con- 
ference of  our  Church,  As  we  approached  the  close  of  this 
semi-centennial,  it  seemed  to  the  leaders  most  appropriate 
that  the  fiftieth  year  should  be  hallowed  by  a  special  cele- 
bration. 

The  Jubilee — Why  We  Celebrate  It 

The  story  of  the  laying  of  the  foundations  of  woman's 
work  for  women  is  one  of  heroic  effort  in  the  face  of  seem- 
ingly insurmountable  difficulties.    It  is  a  story  of  sacrificial 
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laying  down  of  life  and  possessions  at  the  Master's  feet. 
It  meant  much,  more  than  a  half  century  ago,  for  timid 
women  to  push  their  cause  in  the  face  of  ridicule  and  mis- 
understanding, until  finally  in  1878  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  gave  per- 
mission to  women  to  carry  forward  a  united  organized 
service  for  the  women  of  the. world.  Many  heroic  spirits, 
known  and  unknown,  have  followed  in  their  trail,  receiv- 
ing the  torch  from  falling  hands  until  today  we  stand  in  a 
wide-open  door  of  opportunity.  Should  we  not  pause  on 
this,  our  golden  anniversary,  that  we  may  learn  to  appre- 
ciate our  great  inheritance  from  the  past?  Because  of 
those  who  labored  that  we  might  enter  into  their  labors,  we 
celebrate  our  Jubilee. 

The  Jubilee  year  gave  to  the  land  and  to  man  a  time 
for  rest  and  renewal  of  strength.  So  in  this  our  fiftieth 
year  we  wait  to  renew  our  strength  and  to  rediscover  God 
for  ourselves.  Our  pioneers  found  him  in  a  great  world 
need.  For  us  today  he  has  a  new  message  and  is  calling  us 
to  a  new  service.  Through  study,  prayer,  and  meditation 
shall  we  not  seek  anew  to  know  the  greater  depths  in  the 
resources  of  God?  Because  we  need  to  take  time  to  know 
God,  we  halloiv  our  fiftieth  year? 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  organized  woman's 
work  fifteen  Conferences  and  two  hundred  and  eight  auxil- 
iaries had  been  organized.  There  was  a  membership  of 
5,890.  Today  all  of  the  thirty-nine  Conferences  in  the 
homeland  are  organized,  the  three  Brazil  Conferences,  the 
China  Conference,  also  those  in  Mexico,  Cuba,  Africa,  and 
Korea.  There  is  a  total  membership  of  approximately 
826,819.  The  organization,  so  small  in  its  beginning,  has 
come  to  be  a  great  world  sisterhood  working  for  the  com- 
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ing  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Work  in  foreign  fields  was 
begun  with  one  small  day  school  and  one  woman  mission- 
ary. Today  we  work  in  seven  foreign  fields  and  have  an 
extended  work  in  eighteen  States  in  the  homeland.  The 
offering  of  the  first  year  was  $4,014.27 ;  the  offering  of  1926 
was  $1,120,329.19.  We  are  operating  112  boarding  schools 
and  day  schools  and  82  evangelistic  centers.  A  wonderful 
achievement  in  things  material,  and  yet  as  we  face  our  task 
for  the  future  there  is  an  ever-enlarging  horizon  of  need. 
As  we  face  the  future  we  must  take  stock  and  evaluate  the 
task  lying  out  before  us.  Because  we  need  to  take  a  long 
look  forward,  we  celebrate  the  Jubilee. 

To  the  Jews  the  Jubilee  meant  the  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  all  things  belong  to  God.  So  it  was  that  the  land 
went  back  to  the  original  owners  who,  because  of  misfor- 
tune, had  lost  it.  Because  we  wish  to  remind  ourselves 
that  all  things  we  possess  belong  to  God,  we  hallow  our 
fiftieth  year. 

The  Jubilee  year  was  a  time  of  sharing.  Less  than  ten 
per  cent  of  our  women  are  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the 
great  world  fellowship  that  has  so  enriched  the  lives  of  the 
few.  Why  are  the  other  ninety  per  cent  not  sharing  th"s 
fellowship  of  service  around  the  world  ?  We  wish  the  very 
last  woman  in  our  Southern  Methodism  to  join  us  in  our 
Jubilee  plans  and  program.  Because  we  wish  to  share 
God's  gifts  to  us,  and  because  we  wish  to  receive  the  full 
gift  of  entire  fellowship  with  other  wonien,  we  are  making 
this,  our  fiftieth  year,  a  year  of  Jubilee. 

Jubilee  Goals 

The  Council  meeting,  in  Shreveport  in  1926,  passed 
the  report  of  the  Jubilee  Commission,  which  recommended 
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that  the  celebration  of  the  Jubilee  should  be  constructive, 
Church- wide,  interracial,  and  international;  that  it  should 
gfve  prominence  to  pioneer  work  and  workers ;  and  that  it 
should  be  so  planned  as  to  fit  into  the  regular  program  of 
the  year's  work  for  1928.  The  goals  of  the  Jubilee  are  as 
follows : 

1.     A  Higher  Spiritual  Standard 

In  the  minds  of  all  the  women  who  have  studied  the 
Jubilee  the  conviction  has  grown  and  deepened  that  the 
greatest  objective  of  the  year  should  be  a  great  spiritual 
awakening  which  will  come  (1)  through  a  deeper  realiza- 
tion of  the  presence  and  power  of  the  divine  in  the  in- 
dividual life;  (2)  through  efforts  to  establish  more  firmly 
the  principles  of  Christian  living  in  our  contacts  with  our 
fellow  man;  (3)  and  through  a  quickening  to  sacrificial 
living. 

2.  An  Appreciation  of  our  Inheritance 

It  is  our  thought  that  since  a  half  century  of  our  his- 
tory now  lies  behind  us,  it  is  fitting  that  we  (1)  honor  the 
memory,  the  spirit,  the  deeds,  of  the  women  whose  lives 
have  gone  into  this  history;  (2)  prepare  permanent  his- 
torical records  for  the  information  of  present  and  future 
generations;  (3)  provide  facilities  for  expressing  our  joy 
because  of  the  wonderful  inheritance  that  has  come  to  the 
womanhood  of  the  Church. 

3.  The  Extension  of  the  Organization 

While  grateful  that  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
has  found  its  place  and  work  in  so  many  of  the  charges 
throughout  the  territory  of  the  Church,  let  the  aim  now  be 
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to  project  the  organization  along  improved  lines  until  (1) 
it  shall  be  established  in  every  Church  in  the  connection ; 
and  until  (2)  every  unenlisted  woman  shall  become  enlist- 
ed, enlightened,  and  interested  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
world. 

4.     The  re-evaluation  of  our  task 

All  past  values  and  achievements  should  be  made 
sources  of  inspiration  for  the  future.  Since  women  today 
have  greater  opportunities  for  education  and  world  con- 
tacts than  they  ever  had  before  and  therefore  should  have 
a  clearer  world  vision,  since  the  world  itself  is  a  wholly 
different  world  from  that  in  which  we  began  our  work  and 
first  formulated  our  task  fifty  years  ago,  since  the  Church 
of  which  we  are  a  part  has  grown  and  developed  in  all 
lands,  since  trained  leadership  is  available  as  never  before, 
one  of  our  greatest  Jubilee  objectives  should  be  to  re- 
evaluate our  task  in  order  to  find  through  the  leadership  of 
God's  Spirit  his  plan  for  us  in  the  future. 

5.     A  Thank  Offering 

The  financial  goal  should  be  a  great  Jubilee  thank 
offering.  By  this  means  the  women  of  the  Church  will  be 
given  opportunity  to  express  their  love  and  gratitude  for 
the  achievements  of  the  pioneers  and  for  the  spiritual 
values  they  have  received  through  study  of  these  deeds. 
This  offering  is  to  be  used  in  developing  the  work  which  we 
now  face. 
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Jubilee  Thank  Offering 
In  Home  Fields 

The  goals  which  were  adopted  by  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Council  for  the  celebration  of  the  Jubilee  in 
1928  have  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the'  missionary 
Avomen,  and  the  plans  are  being  put  into  operation  with 
enthusiasm. 

As  Christians  and  as  a  missionary  organization,  we 
recognize  our  deepest  need  to  be  a  spiritual  development 
which  will  bring  nearer  the  life  and  work  expressed!  in 
the  words  of  Jesus:  "Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as 
your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect."    (Matt.  5:48.) 

We  are  eager  to  express  our  deep  appreciation  of  the 
life  and  work  of  those  who  have  gone  before,  those  who 
laid  so  sure  a  foundation  and  left  so  rich  a  heritage.  It 
is  our  purpose  to  put  our  best  into  our  work  in  order  to 
make  Jesus  Christ  known  throughout  the  world;  to  do 
this,  we  must  restudy  our  work,  that  our  policies  and 
plans,  our  organization  and  institutions  may  meet  the 
need  of  a  new  day. 

Jubilee  plans  would  be  incomplete  without  provis- 
ion for  a  thank  offering,  so  with  deep'  appreciation  of  our 
heritage  and  earnest  prayers  that  we  may  meet  the  needs 
of  the  present  day  and  go  forAvard  in  the  future  we  have 
considered  the  best  use  of  the  thank  offering. 

If  the  waiting  tasks  of  the  world  are  to  be  fulfilled, 
we  must  have  a  trained  leadership,  and  many  leaders 
must  have  special  training  for  their  work. 

With  this  in  mind,  the  Council  voted  to  use  the 
Jubilee  thank  offering  as  an  endowment  fund  for  special- 
ized training  for  Avorkers  in  the  home  field. 
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The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  in  mid-year 
meeting,  interpreted  the  action  of  the  Council  in  reference 
to  the  thank  offering  as  follows: 

1.  Specialized  training  for  deaconesses. 

2.  Specialized  training  for  other  workers — viz. : 
Superintendents  of  institutions  and  teachers  of  special 
subjects. 

3.  To  help  regular  workers  to  attend  institutes, 
meetings,  and  agencies  on  leadership  training. 

The  interpretation  of  named  special  was 

1.  A  minimum  of  $5,000  shall  constitute  a  named 
Jubilee  Special. 

2.  A  named  Jubilee  Special  shall  be  interpreted  as 
meaning  a  special  named  by  the  donor  (an  organization 
or  an  individual)  in  honor  of  an  organization  or  an  in- 
dividual. 

Use  of  the  Thank  Offering 

This  offering  is  to  be  divided  between  Home  and 
Foreign  Work  on  an  equal  basis. 

In  Foreign  Fields 

The  committee  on  Jubilee  in  Foreign  Fields  gave 
much  thought  to  the  consideration  of  how  such  a  thank 
offering  ought  to  be  directed.  Fifty  years  ago  we  began 
with  small  elementary  day  schools.  It  was  the  little 
children  that  made  the  first  appeal  and  the  easiest  method 
of  approach.  Gradually  as  the  years  passed  we  have  ad- 
vanced our  educational  system  to  include  high  school 
and  normal  schools.  At  the  close  of  fifty  years  we  find 
ourselves  just  beginning  to  co-operate  in  great  college 
enterprises.     In  fact  we  are  just  entering  what  might  be 
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called  a  "higher  education  epoch"  in  our  missionary 
work. 

We  have  just  taken  over  the  Hiroshima  Schooll  in 
Japan  just  at  the  stage  when  it  has  been  voted  a  college 
and  stands  in  need  of  increased  equipment  and  endow- 
ment. In  Korea  we  are  just  entering  into  Ewha  College 
in  unison  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian 
Churches,  the  first  college  for  women  in  Korea  either 
Christian  or  Government,  and  we  need  to  be  able  to  as- 
sume our  share  in  this  co-operative  work.  In  China  we 
are  already  an  integral  part  of  Ginling  College  in  Nan- 
king and  of  the  medical  college  in  Shanghai,  working  in 
co-operation  with  other  women's  Boards.  In  Mexico,  ow- 
ing to  recent  government  regulations  regarding  elemen- 
tary education,  we  need  to  advance  our  work  into  the 
field  of  higher  education,  and  already  we  have  Roberts 
College  needing  our  help.  In  Brazil  the  call  has  come 
that  Collegio  Bennett  (now  a  high  school)  be  made  the 
basis  of  a  union  college.  In  both  Brazil  and  Cuba  we  have 
training  centers  for  teachers  which  need  better  equip- 
ment. In  all  our  fields  we  have  Bible  training  schools 
needing  better  equipment  for  training  leaders.  Con- 
ferences and  institutes  are  needing  to  be  set  up  in  all 
lands  for  leadership  development.  In  addition  to  these 
needs,  our  Missionaries  who  are  home  on  furlough  need 
opportunities  for  specialized  training  to  fit  them  for  the 
adjustments  in  their  missionary  tasks.  At  present  no 
fund  is  availabe  for  such  grants. 

In  the  light  of  all  these  facts,  the  Committee  on  the 
Jubilee  financial  goal  for  the  Foreign  Fields  recommend 
that  the  "thank  offering  for  the  foreign  work  be  used 
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for  higher  education  and  for  the  purpose  of  training 
leaders  for  the  new  day. ' '  This  was  voted  by  the  Council, 
cil. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  in  its  mid- 
year meeting  interpreted  this  general  objective  to  mean 
the  thank  offering  for  the  foreign  work  should  be  used 
for  three  objects:  (1)  Specialized  training  for  Mission- 
aries. (2)  Specialized  training  of  nationals  either  in 
America  or  on  the  fields.  (3)  Institutions  and  agencies 
on  the  fields  giving  leadership  training. 

It  was  agreed  that  Jubilee  Specials  could  be  given 
with  this  thank  offering  for  a  minimum  sum  of  $5,000.00 
and  that  such  Specials  (the  fund)  could  be  named  by  the 
donor,  whether  an  individual  or  an  organization,  in  honor 
of  an  individual  or  organization,  believing  that  some 
might  desire  to  so  honor  great  pioneers  or  other  workers. 
It  is  understood  that  such  Specials  may  not  be  directed 
to  any  special  institution  or  agency,  but  only  to  the 
three  general  objects  already  stated,  thus  leaving  the 
Council  free,  at  the  close  of  the  Jubilee  period,  in  the 
light  of  the  most  pressing  need  and  the  amount  given,  to 
recommend  the  concrete  objects  within  these  general  ob- 
jects, to  which  the  money  should  be  directed. 

The  need  for  funds  to  aid  in  leadership  training  in 
this  great  new  day  with  its  heavy  demands,  is  so  very 
great  that  we  should  pray  and  work  earnestly  to  secure 
the  largest  possible  thank  offering,  one  that  will  be 
worthy  of  us  and  our  great  objective. 


OFFICP]RS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

1927-28 


President  Emeritus 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait Florence,  S.  C. 

Presiderit 
Mrs.  Walter  I.  Herbert Darlington,  S.  C. 

Vice  President 

Miss  May  Wightman Charleston,  S.  C. 

Corresp07iding  Secretary 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Kirkwood Bennettsville,  S.  C. 

Recording  Secretary 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Summers,  Sr. Cameron,  S.  C. 

Treasurer 

Mrs.  J.  P.  McNeill Florence,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  Young  People's  Work 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Meadors Kingstree,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  of  Juniors 

Mrs.  C.  N.  Sprott Manning,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  Mission  Study 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Frierson Kingstree,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  Social  Service 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Heniy Lamar,  S.  C. 
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Superintendent  Supplies 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Cain Little  Rock,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  Literature  mid  Publicity 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Gleaton Kingstree,  S.  C. 

District  Secretaries 

Charleston Mrs.  M.  J.  Taylor,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Florence Mrs.  J.  A.  Mclntyre,  Hartsville,  S.  C. 

Kingstree Mrs.  W.  E.  Severance,  Lake  City,  S.  C. 

Marion Mrs.  Walker  Floyd,  Dillon,  S.  C. 

Orangeburg Mrs.  G.  M.  Salley,  Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Sumter Miss  Jessie  Curtis,  Paxville,  S.  C. 

Editor  of  Advocate  Page 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Edwards,  Marion,  S.  C. 


STATISTICAL  REPORT    FOR    1927    SOUTH    CARO- 
LINA CONFERENCE 


Number  Adult  Auxiliaries 172 

Number  Adult  Members 5,364 

Number  Young  People's  Auxiliaries 55 

Number  Young  People  Members 933 

Number  Junior  Auxiliaries 76 

Number  Junior  Members 1,927 

Number  Baby  Divisions 29 

Number  Baby  Division  Members 554 

Number  Mission  and  Bible  Study  Classes 130 

Number  Mission  and  Bible  Study  members 2  495 

Number  Missionaries  Supported 8 

Number  Scholarships 12 

Number  Bible  Women  Supported 11 

Number  Wesley  Houses  1 

Number  Boxes  of  Supplies  and  Gifts 92 

Value  of  Supplies $  2,064 

Amount  paid  to  Conference  Budget 24,050 

Amount  for  Bible  women  and  scholarships 1,502 

Amount  from  week  of  prayer 1,129 

Amount  for  Bennett-Wightman  Memorial 13,334 

Amount  for  Local  Work 12,888 

Amount  for  City  Missions 3,012 


OFFICERS  OF  UPPER  SOUTH  CAROLINA   CON-       ' 
FERENCE  1927-28 


President 

Mrs.  D,  N.  Bourne Greenwood,  S.  C. 

Vice  President 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Rainsford Edgefield,  S.  C. 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Stackhouse Greenville,  S.  C. 

Recording  Secretary 

Mrs.  Julian  Johnson Rock  Hill,  S.  C. 

Treasurer 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Cross Chester,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  Young  People's  Work 

Mrs.  Pierce  Wyehe Spartanburg,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  Children's  M^ork 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Jett Anderson,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  of  Volunteers 
Miss  Daisy  Allen Spartanburg,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  of  Social  Service 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Keaton Winnsboro,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  Mission  Study 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Bvers Greenville,  S.  C. 
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Superintendent  Literature  and  Publicity 

Mrs.  T.  I.  Charles Conestee,  S.  C. 

Superintendent  of  Supplies 

Mrs.  C.  D.   Stanley Columbia,  S.  C. 

District  Secretaries 

Anderson  __• Miss  Maud  Cely,  Piedmont,  S.  C. 

Cokesbury Mrs.  Alonzo  Keller,  Greenwood,  S.  C. 

Columbia Mrs.  H.  N.  Greneker,  Edgefield,  S.  C. 

Greenville Mrs.  M.  D.  Gibson,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

Rock  Hill Mrs.  Clarence  Cross,  Chester,  S.  C. 

Spartanburg Mrs.  J.  Ii>ost  Walker,  Jr.,  Union,  S.  C. 

Editor  of  Advocate  Page 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Edwards,  Marion,  S.  C. 


STATISTICAL  REPORT  FOR  1927  UPPER  SOUTH 
CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 


Number  Adult  Auxiliaries 221 

Number  Adult  Members 6,317 

Number  Young  People's  Auxiliaries 46 

Number  Young  People's  Members 956 

Number  Junior  Auxiliaries 91 

Number  Junior  Members 1,614 

Number  Baby  Divisions 83 

Number  Baby  Division  Members 1.267 

Number  of  "Voice"  Subscribers 1,590 

Number  Y.  W.  C.  Subscribers 435 

Number  Mission  Study  Classes 243 

Number  Mission  Study  Members 5,96'8 

Number  Bible  Study  Classes 163 

Number  Bible  Study  Members 3,449 

Number  Presenting  Stewardship 144 

Number  Social  Service  Committees 19] 

Number  Boxes  of  Supplies 133 

Number  Auxiliaries  on  Book  Remembrance 43 

Number  Bible  Women  supported 10 

Number  Missionaries  supported  3 

Number  observing  Week  of  Prayer 175 

Number  on  Honor  Roll 61 

Value  of  Supplies $  1,998 

Amount  paid  to  Conference  Budget 33,683 

Amount  of  Local  Work 17,588 

Amount  for  Bennett- Wightman  Memorial 6,946 

Amount  from  week-of -prayer  offerings 1,451 

Scholarships  in  Scarritt,  Brevard  and  Foreign  work 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  BOTH  CONFERENCES 

1878-1928 


Total  Paid  in  the  State  from  the  beginning $1,153,704 

Total  amount  raised  by  S.  C.  Confer- 
ference  to  and  including  1914  (time 
of  Division)  Home  and  Foreign $361,030 

Total  raised  by  South  Carolina  Confer- 
ence since  the  Division 434,519 

Total  raised  by  Upper  South  Carolina 

Conference  since  the  Division 358,155 


Grand  total $1,153,704 


PIONEER  MEMBERS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFER- 
ENCE STILL  LIVING 


Church 

Address 

Name 

New  Jericho 

Cameron,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Summers 

Hartsville,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  White 

Hartsville,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  B.  J.  Jordan 

Mar's  Bluff 

Marion,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Mary  Mclntyre 

Mar's  Bluff 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Pierce 

Kingstree 

Kingstree,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Kelly 

Kingstree 

Kingstree,  S.  C. 

Miss  Mollie  Epps 

Marion 

Marion,  S.  C. 

Miss  Bettie  Evans 

Marion 

Marion,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Mary  Harrall 

Marion 

Marion,  S.  C. 

Miss  Lizzie  Gregg 

Marion 

Gallivants  Ferry,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Johnson 

Marion 

Marion,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Sallie  F.  Gasque 

Bamberg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Bamberg 

Bamberg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Black 

Bamberg,  S.  C. 

Miss  Ellen  Warren 

Allendale,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Brabham,  Sr. 

Lynchburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Frank  Mcintosh 

Bishopville,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Mattie  Mozingo 

Chesterfield,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Durant 

Btnnettsville 

Greenville,  S.  C. 

Mrs.   Knox   Livingston 

Rowesville,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Crum 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Fairy 

Whitehall,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Marvin 

Whitehall,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Guess 

Summerville,  S.  C. 

Miss  Annie  Thompson 

Leeboro,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Jas.  Marvin 

Barnwell,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Dicks 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  D.  D.  Dantzler 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Evans  Bull 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  W.  L.  DeHay 

McColl,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Moore 

McColl,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Ann  Fletcher 

McColl,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Novella  Fletcher 

Clio,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Calhoun 
Miss  Alice  Medlin 

St.  George,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  P.  L.  Morven 

Florence,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Maria  Chase  Brown 

Florence,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  McSween  Harllee 

Parler,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Parler 

Elloree,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Emma  Baxter 

Parler,  S.  C. 

Miss  Kate  Livingstone 

Parler,  S.  C. 

Miss  Enla  Livingstone 
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Church 

Address 

Name 

Nichols,  S.  C. 

The  Misses  Gilchrist 

Elloree,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Ella  Livingstone 

Elloree,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Regina  S.  Rast 

Elloree,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Hattie  Heatley 

Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Chas.  Wells 

Latta,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Bettie  Monroe 

Latta,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Walter  Bethea 

Florence,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  George  Munn 

Latta,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Addie  Page  Watson 

Little  Rock,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Josephine  Stackhouse 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  0.  B.  Riley 

Orangeburg,   S.   C. 

Mrs.  Lesna  Wolfe 

Andrews  Chapel 

(Address  unknown) 

Miss  Lizzie  Oliver 

Orange  Circuit 

(Address  unknown) 

Mrs.  Alice  V.  Gardner 

St.  Paul's 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Miss  Annie  Albergotti 

St.  Paul's 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  Fred  Dibble 

St.  Paul's 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Miss  Sue  Dibble 

St.  Paul's 

Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Smoak 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Richardson 

Nichols 

Miss  Emma  Gilchrist 
Miss   Ida  Gilchrist 

PIONEER    MEMBERS    NOW    LIVING    IN    UPPER    SOUTH 
CAROLINA  CONFERENCE  W.  M.  SOCIETY 


Mrs. 

R.  S.   Nickles 

Miss 

W.    E.   Avery 

Mrs. 

L.  J.  Campbell 

Miss 

Laura   McNabb 

Mrs. 

J.  A.   Maybin 

Mrs. 

Gertrude  G.  Gee 

Mrs. 

S.    A.    Davis 

Mrs. 

G.    E.    Prince 

Mrs. 

Anna  Bates  Tarrant 

Mrs. 

J.   M.  Richardson 

Mrs. 

N.  A.   Bates 

Mrs. 

C.   D.   Mann 

Mrs. 

J.  J.   Rawl 

Mrs. 

B.   M.  Spratt 

Mrs. 

J.  G.  Ethredge 

Miss 

Bettie   Killians 

Miss 

Estelle  Meyer 

Miss 

Lizzie  Cousar 

Mrs. 

Sallie    N.   Long 

Mrs. 

F.  B.   Mayor 

Mrs. 

Ann   Graham  Phillips 

Mrs. 

I.  N.  Boozer 

Mrs. 

E.   S.    Dix 

Mrs. 

T.  W.  Earle 

Mrs, 

Mary  Lupo  Aiken 

Mrs. 

A.   B.   Mulligan 

Mrs. 

J.  R.   Lupo 

Mrs. 

W.  A.   Rogers 

Mrs. 

Nannie  Schumpert 

Miss 

Eula   Mitchell 

Mrs. 

L.    McGill    Nance 

Mrs. 

C.  D.  Barr 

Mrs. 

W.   J.   Murray 

Miss 

Estelle  Moyer 

Miss 

Susie  Johnson 

Mrs. 

N.   F.   Lever 

Miss 

Mamie    LaMottc 

Mrs. 

L    W.    Kilgo 

Miss 

L.   J.    Blalock 

Mrs. 

C.  G.  Waller 

MISSIONARIES 


No  one  can  tell  how  many  missionaries  have  been  call- 
ed to  the  field  by  reason  of  the  influence  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Societies  over  the  State.  We  give  below  a 
list  of  daughters  who  answered  the  call  but  who  knows 
how  many  sons  now  serving  the  church  at  home  and 
abroad  have  gotten  their  orders  from  God  through  this 
great  channel? 


SOUTH  CAROLINA  MISSIONARIES    NOT    NOW    IN 
ACTIVE  SERVICE 


Miss  Emma  Gary,  now  Mrs.  Gary-Lee, 

Miss  Sallie  Reynolds,  now  Mrs.  Bowen, 

Miss  Susie  Littlejohn,  married, 

Miss  June  Nicholson,  dead, 

Miss  Agnes  Ruff, 

Miss  Maria  Capers,  now  Mrs.  Pemberton, 

Miss  Macy  Owings, 

Miss  Bertha  Attaway,  married, 

Miss  Fannie  Scott,  Mrs.  Dan  Betts,  in  Brazil, 

Miss  Delia  V.  Wright, 

Miss  Johnie  Sanders  (dead), 

Miss  Agnes  Stackhouse  (Mrs.  Gregory). 


SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE    FOREIGN  AND 
DOMESTIC  MISSIONARIES  AND  DEACONESSES 


Foreign 

Miss  Mary  Bell  Winn,  College  Place,  S.  C.  Appointment, 
Davidson  Girls'  School,  Soochow,  China. 

Miss  Annie  Bell  M^illiams,  Charleston,  S.  C.  Appoint- 
ment, Lambuth  Bible  and  Training  School  for  Christ- 
ian Workers,  Osaka,  Japan. 

Miss  Leila  Epps,  Kingstree,  S.  C.  Appointment,  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil.   In  Publishing  House. 

Miss  Rosalie  Brown,  Sumter,  S.  C.  Appointment,  Cen- 
tenary College,  Santa  Maria,  Brazil, 

Miss  Anne  Herbert,  Bennettsville,  S.  C,  Appointment, 
Nurse  in  Margaret  Williamson  Hospital,  Shanghai, 
China. 

Miss  Eula  Winn,  College  Place,  S.  C.  Appointment, 
McDonald  Institute,  Durango,  Mexico. 

Miss  Ethel  Williamson,  Darlington,  S.  C.  Appointment, 
Cuba. 

Miss  Clyde  Var7i,  Islandton,  S.  C.     Appointment,  Brazil. 

Domestic 

Miss  Ida  FisJiburne,  Walterboro,  S.  C.  Appointment,  Vir- 
ginia K.  Johnson  Home,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Deaconesses 

Mrs.  Seldon  Bryan,  Kingstree,  S.  C.  Appointment,  Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. 
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Miss  Elah  Cannon,     Hemingway,     S.    C.     Appointment, 
Dallas,  Texas, 

Miss  Daisy  Ritter,     Cope,    S.    C.     Appointment,     Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Miss  Mamie  Chandler,  Sumter,  S.  C.     Appointment,  Jack- 
son, Miss. 


UPPER  S.  C.  CONFERENCE  FOREIGN  AND  DOMES- 
TIC MISSIONARIES  AND  DEACONESSES 


Foreign 

Miss  Louise  Best,  Pacolet,  S.  C.     Appointment,    Collegio 
Centenaria,  Santa  Maria,  Reo  Grande  do  Sul,  Brazil. 

Miss  Myra  Anderson,  Westminster,  S.  C.    Appointment,  35 
Nakayamate  Dori,  4  Chome,  Kobe,  Japan. 

Miss  Alice  McMakin,  Wellford,  S.  C.    Appointment,  Hols- 
ston  Institute,  Songdo,  Korea. 

3Iiss  Nannie  Black,    Chester,    S.    C.     Appointment,      Pai 
Wha,  Seoul,  Korea. 

Miss  Susie  Pruitt,  Iva,  S.  C.  Appointment,  Collegio  Ameri- 
cana, Porto  Alegre,  Brazil. 

Miss  Ruth  Biggs,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.    Appointment,   Wo- 
man's Bible  Training  School,  Seoul,  Korea. 

Miss  Mary  Alice  Cohh,    Columbia,    S.    C.    Appointment, 

Brazil. 

Domestic 
3Iiss  Annie  Rogers,     Spartanburg,     S.    C.     Appointment, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Miss  Verdie  Anderson,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.    Appointment, 
Ruth  Hargrove  Settlement,  Key  West,  Fla. 

Miss  Esther  Boggs,  Greenville,  S.  C.     Appointment,    Bre- 
vard Institute,  Brevard,  N.  C. 

3Iiss  Elise  Setzler,  Cowpens,  S.  C.    Appointment,  Pastor's 
Assistant,    St.    Paul's   Methodist   Church,    Goldsboro, 

N.  C. 

Miss  Sara  Kee,  Rodman,  S.  C.     Appointment,     Bluefield 
District,  W.  Va. 

3Iiss  Lena  Long,    Trenton,    S.  C.      Appointment,    French 
work,  in  Louisana. 

Miss  Mayheth  Sykes,     Rock    Hill,     S.    C.     Appointment, 
Japanese  Mission  in  Texas. 

Deaconesses 

Deaconess  Eugenia  Smith,    Union,    S.   C.     Appointment, 
Wesley  Community  House,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Deaconess  Ethel  Jackson,  Lancaster,  S.  C.     Appointment, 
Mary  Elizabeth  Inn,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Deaconess  Brooksie  Davenport,  Greenville,  S.  C.    Appoint- 
ment, Wesley  House,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 


JUBILEE  CALENDAR 


1869,  t'ebruary  16. — Trinity  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety organized  (Baltimore,  Md.)- 

1873,  November  12.— The  Bible  Woman's  Mission  of 
Nashville  organized  (McKendree  Church). 

1878,  May  22. — The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  was  authorized  by  the  General  Conference,  the 
first  connectional  Woman's  Work  given  recognition. 

1878,  May  23. — Woman's  General  Executive  Asso- 
ciation received  official  recognition  (First  Church,  At- 
lanta). 

1878,  October. — Lochie  Rankin,  our  first  Missionary, 
sailed  for  China. 

1881,  March  26.— Martha  Watts  sailed  for  Brazil. 

1881,  September  13. — Martha  Watts  opened  the  first 
school  in  Brazil. 

1884,  October  6. — Mrs.  Campbell  arrived  in  Korea 
to  open  work. 

1884,  October  18. — Laura  Haygood  sailed  for  China. 

1886,  May  17.— The  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society 
was  authorized  by  General  Conference  (Richmond,  Va.). 

1887,  June  16. — Woman's  Board  authorized  work  in 
Saltillo,  the  first  mission  opened  in  Old  Mexico. 

1892,  September  14.— The  Scarritt  Bible  and  Train- 
ing School  opened. 

1897,  January  2. — First  Home  Mission  school  opened. 
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1899,  February. — Miss  Carson  transferred  from 
Durango,  Mexico,  to  Santiago,  Cuba,  opening  school  with 
eight  little  girls. 

1901,  September  24. — First  settlement  opened. 

1902,  May  24. — The  Deaconess  Movement  authorized 
by  General  Conference  (Dallas,  Tex.). 

1903,  April  19. — The  first  five  Deaconesses  conse- 
crated. 

1910,  May  18 — Home  and  Foreign  Boards  merged. 
Council  authorized. 

1915,  April  18. — Work  in  Japan  undertaken. 

1917,  August  30. — First  missionary  sailed  to  Africa. 

1918,  January  25. — First  missionary  to  Africa 
reached  destination. 

1923,  April  5.— The  Bennett  Memorial  launched. 


Part  II— Historical 


CHAPTER  I 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  1878 


Of  the  work  of  the  General  Conference  of  1878,- 
nothing-  will  stand  out  more  boldly  as  of  providential  order, 
when  the  history  of  Southern  Methodism  is  written,  than 
the  passage  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
authorizing  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler,  in  her  "History  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,"  says  of  this:  ''The  action 
of  the  General  Conference  in  organizing  a  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  on  May  23,  1878,  was  not  received 
with  marked  enthusiasm,  except  by  those  who  were  antici- 
pating it  or  were  in  some  measurei  prepared  to  aid  the 
movement.     Information  on  the  subject  was  limited." 

There  were  a  goodly  number  of  women  and  leading 
men,  too,  who  were  ''anticipating  it."  Four  years  before, 
at  the  General  Conference  of  1874,  a  memorial  had  been 
presented,  asking  for  authority  to  organize  a  Woman's 
Department  of  Missions.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee 
and  never  heard  from  again. 

The  second  memorial  from  the  women  was  presented 
to  the  General  Conference  on  the  14th'  day  of  May,  1878. 
It  was  referred  to  a  committee  which  brought  in  a  favor- 
able report  and  the  Conference  adopted  it.  On  the  23rd 
of  May  (which  was  Mrs.  McGavock's  birthday)  at  10  A. 
M.,  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  Ga..  where 
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the  General  Conference  was  in  session,  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  held.  There  were 
fifty-four  (54)  names  on  the  first  roll. 

The  officers,  and,  twenty-three  women  as  managers, 
were  appointed  by  the  Bishops:  Mrs.  Julianna  Hayes,  of 
Baltimore,  President;  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock,  of  Nashville, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  and  Mrs.  Jas.  Whitworth,  of 
Nashville,  Treasurer.  The  wives  of  the  Bishops  were  ap- 
pointed Vice-Presidents.  Here  the  name  of  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Wightman,  the  wife  of  Bishop  Wightman  of  our  own  state, 
and  the  first  President  of  the  South  Carolina  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society,  first  appears  in  the  history  of  this  great 
work.  It  is  sad  to  note  that  Mrs.  John  Kelley,  who  was 
known  as  ' '  the  inspiring  genius  of  the  whole  scheme, ' '  had 
died  in  November  of  1877  and  therefore  was  not  permitted 
to  see  the  full  fruit  of  her  long  and  tireless  efforts.  We 
have  no  doubt,  however,  that  she  has  joined  that  "great 
cloud  of  witnesses"  which  have  "compassed  about"  the 
godly  women  of  this  Society  from  the  beginning  and  re- 
joice to  see  them  "lay  aside  every  weight"  and  "run  with 
patience  the  race  that  is  set  before"  them.  She  will 
doubtless  have  many  stars  in  her  crown  as  converts  come 
from  the  East  and  the  West  and  from  the  North  and  from 
the  South,  for  upon  the  foundations  she  laid  this  whole 
superstructure  is  being  built,  under  the  leadership  of 
Christ  her  Lord.  These  seemed  to  be  the  days  of  small 
things — one  woman  missionary  and  one  thousand  dollars 
in  the  Treasury  to  send  her  to  China  and  support  her  for 
a  year.  But  this  movement  was  shot  through  with  that 
unchanging  faith  which  was  to  remove  mountains  and  up- 
root great  trees  of  opposition  and  difficulty. 
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Having  the  authority  of  the  church,  through  its  law- 
making body,  the  General  Conference,  the  women  now 
sought  that  of  the  State.  In  the  city  of  Nashville  appli- 
cation was  made  for  a  charter  which  was  granted,  of 
course,  and  was  signed  by  Mrs.  William  H.  McGavock, 
Mrs.  Amelia  ]\IcTyeire,  Mrs.  Martha  Whitworth,  Mrs.  Ella 
Lupton  and  Mrs.  S.  R.  Manier. 

The  following  were  delegates  of  the  South  Carolina 
Conference  to  the  General  Conference  of  1878 : 

Clerical.  Lay. 

A.  M.  Shipp  James  H.  Carlisle 

W.  W.  Duncan  T.  S.  Moorman 

H.  A.  C.  Walker  W.  C.  McMillan 

A.  M.  Chreitzberg  William  Stokes 

S.  B.  Jones  F.  A.  Conner 

0.  A.  Darby  Dr.  H.  Baer 

G.  J.  Patterson 

Reserves. 

Sidi  H.  Browne  W.   K.    Blake 

J.  W.  Kelly  John  A.  Elkin 

J.  T.  Wightman  J.  R.  Mood 

W.  C.  Power  W.  H.  Smith,    L.  P. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE  OF  1878 


Woman's  Mission^vry  Work  Organized 

The  South  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  was  one  of  the  fifteen  (15)  that  organized  within 
a  year  after  the  meeting  of  the  General  Conference.    Five 
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of  the  fifteen  organized,  the  same  month ;  the  South  Caro- 
lina and  four  others.  Four  were  organized  earlier  and 
four  later,  and  I  can  find  no  date  for  the  other  two. 

In  December  of  1878  the  South  Carolina  Conference 
met  in  Newberry,  S.  C.  The  sessions  were  held  in  the  Bap- 
tist church  because  it  was  larger  than  the  Methodist. 
Bishop  Wm.  M.  Wightman  presided.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  who  was  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Missionary  Society  that  had  been  organized  in  Atlanta  in 
the  spring  of  the  same  year.  She  and  some  of  her  asso- 
ciates had  been  kindling"  interest  in  this  movement  in  our 
state  and  church  since  the  Atlanta  meeting,  and  there 
were  a  number  of  women  in  Newberry  who  were  expecting 
to  organize.  In  the  afternoon  of  December  16th  all  ladies 
present  interested  in  such  a  movement  were  called  to  meet 
in  the  Methodist  church.  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson,  Missionary 
Secretary  of  the  church)  elected  in  '78,  was  there  and  ex- 
plained the  work,  urging  its  claim  upon  the  ladies.  Dr. 
W.  W.  Duncan  was  also  present  to  aid  in  any  way  he 
could.  Mrs.  Wightman  could  talk  from  the  standpoint  of 
a  woman  who  had  already  heard  the  call  and  realized  the 
duty  and  need  of  such  work  in  the  church.  She  was  called 
to  preside  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Chreitzberg  was  made  Secretary. 
Nine  charges  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference  were 
represented  in  the  names  enrolled  as  charter  members,  as 
follows : 

.  Newberry  station — Mrs.  Y.  J.  Pope,  Mrs.  Harriet 
Lane,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Tarrant,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Chreitzberg,  Miss 
Ada  Moorman,  Mrs.  Dr.  Rufe,  Miss  Alice  Kinard,  Mrs. 
Mathis,  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Culbreath,  Miss  ]M.  E.  Jones,  Miss  Lizzie 
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White,  Miss  M.  E.  W.  Pope,  Mrs.  Dr.  Fant,  Mrs.  T.  S. 
Moorman,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Chapman,  Miss  Heddie  Wiskerman. 

Neivherry  Circuit — Mrs.  Thos.  G.  Herbert,  Miss  Janie 
F.  Herbert,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Herbert,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Ruff,  Miss 
C.  H.  Boulware,  Miss  Mattie  Boyd,  Miss  F.  E.  Boyd,  Mrs. 
F.  M.  Sehumpert,  Miss  M.  Ellen'  Kilgore. 

Spartanburg  Station — Mrs.  W.  W.  Duncan,  Mrs.  C. 
T.  Cromer. 

Greenville  Station — Mrs.  A.  Coke  Smith,  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Mays,  Mrs.  Chas.  Doyley,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Perry. 

North  Laurens  Circuit — Mrs.  J.  W.  Humbert. 

North  Newberry  Circuit — Mrs.  Julia  A.  Whitman, 
Mrs.  E.  Hinson. 

Goshen  Hill  Circuit—Miss  J.  Whitmire,  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Cofield,  Miss  N.  R.  Cofield. 

Ridgeway  Circuit — Mrs.  J.  E.  Watson. 

Union  Station — Miss  Lizzie  M.  Bean. 

Of  these  I  think  the  following*  are  still  living:  Miss 
F.  E.  Boyd,  now  Mrs.  Fannie  Boyd  Riser,  of  Walterboro, 
S.  C,  and  Mrs.  A.  Coke  Smith  of  Virginia,  widow  of 
Bishop  A.  Coke  Smith.  A  committee  to  nominate  officers 
was  appointed  as  follows:  Drs.  J.  T.  Wightman,  W.  T. 
Capers  and  W.  W.  Duncan  of  the  Conference  were  re- 
quested to  act  with  Mrs.  Dr.  Ruff'  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hum- 
bert. In  their  report  they  nominated  the  following 
officers  and  they  were  elected:  President,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Wightman,  Charleston;  First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Williams,  Charleston ;  Second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Martin,  Columbia;  Third  Vice-President,  Mrs.  W.  K. 
Blake,  Spartanburg;  Fourth  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Jos. 
Breeden,  Bennettsville ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  J. 
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W.  Humbert,  Newberry;  Recording  Secretarj^  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Chreitzberg,  Columbia;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  J,  F.  Pelzer, 
Charleston.  Up  to  this  time  there  were  only  one  or  two 
small  Missionary  Societies  in  the  state  such  as  were  found 
in  Nashville  and  Baltimore  and  possibly  in  other  places, 
before  this  organized  effort  was  started.  It  seemed,  how- 
ever, that  the  spirit  of  missions  was  abroad  in  the  land 
and  there  were  many  godly  women  who  were  ready  to 
take  up  the  untried  work.  Eighty-seven  auxiliaries  were 
formed  in  the  first  year  (1879).  The  first  of  these  was  in 
Timmonsville,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Wells, 
with  thirty-two  charter  members.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Diwer,  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  was  a  member  of  this  Society  and 
became  quite  an  active  worker  with  our  women  in  the 
cause.  For  a  number  of  years  she  was  the  very  efficient 
District  Secretary  for  Florence  District.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  societies  organized  the  first  year  with  the 
date  of  organization: 

Con- 
Mem-  tribu- 
Auxiliaries.  Date.     hers,     tions 

Timmonsville Jan.  24  32  $28.30 

Sumter Jan.  29  34  18.00 

Marion    Feb.     7  27  28.75 

Greenville Feb.  12  46  31.70 

Cokesbury    Feb.  13  33  29.30 

Winnsboro . Feb.  14  20  20.36 

Spring  St.,  Charleston Feb.  23  37  26.90 

Union   Feb.  25  26  26.35 

Bethel,  Charleston Feb.  26  99  100.61 
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Newberry    Mch.     4  31  22.00 

Washington  St.,  Columbia Mch.     5  24  23.90 

Spartanburg Mch.     5  82  77.90 

Anderson     Mch.     5  45  32.15 

Marion  St.,  Columbia Mch.     9  28  19.65 

Mt.  Bethel,  Tumbling  Shoals Mch.     9  15  12.55 

Trinity,  Charleston Mch.  10  117  65.95 

Yorkville  Mch.  14  18  16.65- 

St.  Paul's,  St.  Matthews Mch.  16  31  42.25 

Florence    Mch.  16  42  37.00 

Cheraw Mch.  16  20  18.00 

Georgetown Mch.  16  42  39.00 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Newberry  Ct. Mch.  23  10  10.00 

Smith  Chapel,  Shallow  Ford Mch.  23  18        

Orangeburg Mch.  23  27  21.00 

Mullins    Mch.  23  29  18.00 

St.  George    Mch.  28  43  28.00 

Johnston    Apr.     2  20  12.00 

Chester    Apr.     2  10  10.00 

Darlington Apr.     6  28  19.20 

Bamberg    Apr.     9  24  15.00 

Conway    Apr.  10  16  8.00 

Williamston    Apr.  11  26  19.80 

Buford's  Bridge,  Bamberg  Ct. Apr.  13  12  10.00 

Bishopville    Apr.  13  20  15.35 

Asbury,  Shallow  Ford  Ct. Apr.  13  23        

Kingstree Apr.  13  14  11.60 

Bennettsville Apr.  20  15  20.95 

St.  Luke's,  Lynchburg  Ct. Apr.  20  20  50.00 

Rock  Hill   Apr.  21  17  14.25 

New  Chapel,  Newberry  Ct. Apr.  26  15  15.15 
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Edgefield  Apr. 

Harmony,  Edgefield  Ct. Apr. 

Batesburg,  Ward's  Ct.   May     2 

Graham's,  Denmark May    4 

Union,  Graham's  Ct.  May     4 

Clio,  S.  Marlboro  Ct. May    4 

Spann's,  Ward  Ct. May  11 

Williston  May    17 

Ebenezer,  East  Chester  Ct. May  24 

Bethel,  Bennettsville  Ct. May  25 

Waxhaw,  Ft.  Mill  Ct. June    8 

Bell  Air   June     8 

Monticello,  Fairfield  Ct.   June  15 

Ridgeville,  Cypress  Ct.   June  16 

Abbeville    June  18 

Camden June  23 

Mar's   Bluff   June  25 

Lynchburg    June  28 

Parnassus,  S.  Marlboro  Ct. June  28 

Shiloh,  Fairfield  Ct. July     1 

Trinity,  Newberry  Ct. July  13 

Bethlehem,   Cokesbury  Ct. July  19 

Ebenezer,  Buck  Swamp  Ct. July  27 

Salem,  Greenwood  Ct. July  28 

Providence    Aug.  10 

Ebenezer,  Ridgeway  Ct.   Aug.  10 

Jericho,  St.  Matthews  Ct. Aug.  17 

Whitehouse,  Orangeburg  Ct. Aug.  22 

Shiloh,  Orangeburg  Ct. Sept.     5 

Early  Branch,  Yemassee  Ct. Sept.     8 

Greenwood Oct.     5 


10 

10.57 

13 

4.00 

12 

12.25 

29 

30.00 

30 

20.35 

18 

6.50 

15 

16.90 

23 

17.50 

20 

11.50 

13 

10.70 

24 

6.00 

13 

6.00 

31 

79.25 

13 

7.20 

16 

11.80 

28 

12.35 

19 

15.00 

16 

44.00 

16 

7.00 

12 

12.50 

10 

15.00 

10 

5.15 

18 

11.20 

21 

5.00 

26 

15.00 

25 

15.00 

16 

16.00 

19 

19.00 

11 

5.00 

25 

13.75 

18 

12.15 
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Hopewell,  Fork  Shoals  Ct. Oct.     5  24        

Pine  Grove,  Bennettsville  Ct. -_  __        

Walterboro    —  —        

Andrew  Chapel  --  __        

Walhalla    —  —        

Mt.  Lebanon,  Greenwood  Ct. Oct.  12  14  10.00 

New  Hope,  Branchville  Ct. Oct.  19  16  5.00 

Bethlehem,  Branchville  Ct. Oct.  19  27  2.65 

Hopewell,    N.  iNewberry  Ct. Oct.  19  13        

Pendleton    Nov.     2  15        

Chesterfield   Nov.     9  26        

Ninety-Six,  Greenwood  Ct. Nov.  16  16  13.00 

Gilliams,  Cane  Creek  Ct. Nov.  16  29        

Bethel,  Fairfield  Ct. Nov.     7  20  15.00 

Fork  Creek,  Chesterfield  Ct. Dee.     6  9        

Spring  Hill,  Providence  Ct. Dec.  -  7  15        


Total  No.  Societies,  86 2  020     $1,537.11 


CHAPTER  II 
FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING 


The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Charleston,  the 
home  of  the  President,  and  in  Trinity  Church,  where  was 
her  Church  home,  April  2-3,  1880,  Mrs.  Wightman  pre- 
siding. This,  it  ia  said,  was  thq  first  public  meeting  of 
women  ever  held  in  the  state  that  was  presided  over  by  a 
woman.  It'  is  described  by  Mrs.  W.  L,  Wait  as  a  "wonder- 
ful meeting."  Thirty  delegates  were  present.  The  Bun- 
combe Street  Auxiliary  in  Greenville  sent  a  Baptist  mem- 
ber as  a  delegate  to  this  first  annual  meeting.  It  is  said 
that  in  the  beginning  members  of  other  denominations 
were  frequently  found  in  the  auxiliaries,  and  often  held 
office. 

The  autograph  copy  of  the  program  of  this  first 
meeting  is  held  in  sacred  care  by  the  daughter  of  the 
President,  and  a  copy  of  it  follows: 

Program 

First   Annual   Session   of   South    Carolina    Con- 
ference W.  F.  M.  Society  in  Charleston 
{Trinity  Church)  April  2-3,  1880 

April  2 

10:30  A.M.— Singing  till  11:00  o'clock. 

1.  Devotional  exercises  by  Dr.  Meynardie. 

2.  Address  of  welcome  by  Mrs.  Walker. 

3.  Reply  by  Mrs. 

4.  Societies    called    in    order     of    printed 
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minutes  and  names  entered  by  Recording 
Secretary. 

5.  Constitution  read  by  Secretary. 

6.  Rules  of  order  adopted. 

Some  lady  can  present  these  for  adop- 
tion. 

7.  Appoint    committees : 

Our  Paper. 

Extension  of  the  Work. 

Election  of  officers,    and  to  suggest 

next  place  of  meeting. 

8.  Reports  of  Delegates. 

9.  Address  from  President  of  Society. 
Doxology  and  Benediction. 

April  3 

Devotional  Exercises. 
10 :30  A.  M.— Call  to  order. 

1.  Reading  minutes  by  Secretary. 

Ask  if  any  delegates  have  arrived  since 
yesterday  that  they  report  at  once  to 
Secretary. 

2.  Reports  of  Delegates  (continued). 

3.  Reports  of  Committees  and  adoption  of 
reports. 

4.  Report  of  Corresponding  Secretary    for 
Conference  Society. 

5.  Report  of  Treasurer. 
Miscellaneous   business. 

Mrs.  Wightman  writes  at  bottom    of    program    after 
twenty-five  years : 
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' '  This  was  a  momentous  time  to  me  and  to  Mrs.  Hum- 
bert. It  was  the  first  time  a  lady  had  presided  over  a 
woman's  meeting  in  South  Carolina.  I  had  never  seen  a 
meeting  conducted  by  one.  Wei  were  timid — but  it  was  a 
good  meeting.  The  Lord  helped  us.  I  look  backj  after 
twenty-five  years  and  remember  how  new  it  was  to  me, 
and  how  inexperienced  and  inefficient  I  felt  myself  to  be." 

President's  First  Address 

My  dear  Sisters: 

How  we  should  rejoice  to  be  here  today !  What  a  privi- 
lege in  itself,  and  how  largely  enhanced  by  the  very  place 
where  we  meet!  In  God's  house!  so  lately  the  scene  of 
such  glorious  triumphs  of  faith — the  blessed  spot  where 
Jesus  talked  face  to  face  with  His  children.  You,  His 
children  too,  and,  here,  today,  in  His  name,  and  intent  on 
His  work :  oh,  my  sisters !  had  you  ever  before  such  vivid, 
real  conception,  of  the  individuality  of  a  Christian  life, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  the  wonderful  power  there  is  in 
union !  Each  comes,  and  must  come,  to  Christ,  alone ;  then, 
having  come,  see  how  quickly  your  power  is  multiplied 
for  even  one  combination.  Even  ' '  if  two  of  you  shall  agree 
on  earth  as  touching  anything  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be 
done  for  them  of  my  Father,  which  is  in  heaven. ' '  Let 
your  faith  hear  that  promise  today. 

We  have  now,  as  Conference  Society,  been  organized 
for  a  year  and  four  months.  It  is  found  betteil  to  have 
our  annual  meetings  apart  from  the  sessions  of  the  An- 
nual Conference  as  they  are  large  bodies,  consuming  all 
the  time  and  attention  the  peoi)le  can  give,  and  so,    our 


FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928  47 

work  would  necessarily  take  on  but  a  second-rate  interest 
and  risk  being  crowded  out  altogether. 

At  this  time,  we  have,  all  to  ourselves,  two  days!  for 
consultation,  for  reports,  suggestions,  for  united,  specific, 
continuous  prayer,  and  an  opportunity  to  sec  our  duty 
and  our  privilege,  that  our  lives  may  take  a  deeper  mean- 
ing and  purpose. 

I  trust  that  I  do  not  have  to  justify  to  any  member 
here  the  occasion  that  calls  us  together. 

Some  have  questioned  the  necessity  or  the  wisdom  of 
it.  But  it  is  more  likely  that  the  doubt  arose  because 
these  friends  have  thought  little  about  it  than  that  their 
objection  can  claim  the  force  of  a  conviction. 

We  have  much  to  encourage  us  in  the  past.  Our  or- 
ganization was  only  tentative,  at  best ;  not  one  of  us,  per- 
haps, wa^  at  that  time  taking  a  paper  from  which  to  learn 
of  missions ;  of  what  was  doing  in  the  world,  or  needed  to 
be  done.  We  all  shrank  from  the  bare  idea  of  responsi- 
bility in  these  auxiliary  societies;  the  general  feeling  was 
one  of  incompetency,  and  self-distrust;  yet,  my  sisters,  we 
took  hold,  timidly — but  we  took  hold,  and  I  verily  believe 
we  took  hold  of  Christ;  glory  to  His  name!  and  though 
we  may  have  traversed  all  proper  methods;  may  have 
broken  all  the  rules  laid  down  for  our  wiser  friends  in 
their  deliberations,  yet  we  have  leaned  on  the  hand  that 
held  us,  and  today  we  stand  here — oh,  how  blest  we  are! 
— stand  here  with  grateful  loving  hearts,  and  declare  that 
the  past  shall,  by  the  grace  of  God,  be  but  the  suggestion 
of  our  future  devotion  to  Jesus ! 

Your  faithful,  efficient  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Humbert,  will  soon  give  you  a  detailed  report  of 
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tlic  work  done  in  our  Conference  for  this  year  and  four 
months.  You  will  see  that  we  outnumber  the  sister  Con- 
ferences— or,  at  least,  we  did — but  our  contributions  have 
not  been  always  in  proportion  to  others.  We  have  not 
had  donations  from  those  whose  means  were  ample  to 
allow  it.  Our  members  seem  content  to  pay  in  the  small 
fee,  less  than  ten  cents  a  month,  which  was  made  so  small, 
for  the  sake  of  those  who  really  could  not  spare  more. 
They  have  taken  the  measure  of  the  least  and  fitted  them- 
selves to  it.  I  challenge  them,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  to 
give  more.  They  have  never  given  enough  until  they'  find 
themselves  cheerful  about  it.  A  poor  heathen  woman  said, 
"The  Lord  began  to  bless  me  as  soon  as  I  began  to  give 
Him  something.  The  first  time  I  went  to  the  church 
where  they  worship  Him  I  gave  my  money  and  He  has 
blessed  me  ever  since."  That  woman  had  found  the 
Light — ay,  the  secret  of  the  Lord — Love's  lofty  right  to 
give.  He  never  loves  who  does  not  love  enough  to  give. 
If  you  allow  me  to  set  the  key-note  of  this  meeting,  I  put 
it  high.  And  I  do  so  in  the  firm  faith  that  God  will  lead 
you  to  respond  to  it  heartily.  Give  yourselves,  my  sisters, 
and  all  needed  gifts  will  flow  into  His  treasury.  Give 
yourselves,  then,  as  the  tide  of  your  love  sweeps  on  in 
fuller  flow,  as  your  faith  sees  the  vision  of  hungry  souls 
begging  you  for  bread  (their  hands  are  now  eagerly 
stretched  out  to  you)  ;  as  you  hear  on  the  air  the  wail  of 
distress,  oh,  then,  you  will  hasten  with  your  gifts  and  re- 
joice to  offer  them. 

Remember,  it  was  the  traitor  Judas,  who  complained, 
when  Mary  poured  the  precious  nard  so  "veiy  costly"  on 
the  head  of  her  Saviour    (he  actually  seemed  to  have  a 
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plausible  reason  for  it,  too;  it  did  look  something  like  a 
•zeal  for  home  missions)  ;  but  it  was  the  Lord  who  "justi- 
fied the  waste,"  as  his  stinginess  called  it— it  was  the 
Lord  who  bade  "Let  her  alone." 

The  Woman 's  Missionary  Society  is  now  a  permanent 
organization — a  recognized  working  force  in  the  church, 
and  for  this  we  give  grateful     acknowledgement  to   God. 


MRS.  HUMBERT.  AND  MRS.  WIGHTMAN 


But  it  suggests  more  what  it  might  do,  if  properly 
managed,  than  elates  usi  with  what  it  has  done.  We  take 
it  that  every  name  now  recorded  is  to  stand  for  life;  but 
those  names  not  so  much  represent  yearly  dues,  the  meagre 
dollars,  as  that  they  stand  in  loving  array  for  the  thous- 
ands of  hearts  that  are  pledged  toi  love  the  work  and  to 
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pray  for  it.  Now,  we  all  know,  that  while  some  enthusiasm 
does  exist,  while  some  societies  cheer  us  with  the  signs  of 
activity  and  zeal,  many  are  only  existing;  many  of  them 
are  proving  the  truth  of  what  we  have  all  along  believed, 
that  our  women  must  be  brought  to  see  this  in  the  light 
of  a  high  and  sacred  duty,  and  to  feel  that  paying  a  small 
amount  of  money  is  the  least  part  of  that  duty. 

What  will  induce  attendance  at  our  meetings?  Will 
a  ladj^  go  just  to  remind  the  treasurer  that  she  has  already 
met  the  little  demand  on  her  purse,  and  so  has  not  even 
that  small  inducement  to  be  present?  Of  course,  no.  It  is 
made  the  duty  of  a  committee  of  three,  to  havei  interesting 
selections  to  read  aloud,  so  that  some  fresh  knowledge  about 
missionary  fields,  what  is  doing  there,  and  what  needs  to  be 
done,  shall  be  gained  at  each  meeting.  Do  these  commit- 
tees come  prepared  to  give  news  of  our  faithful  mission- 
aries, how  they  are  toiling  and  sowing  the  good  seed;  how 
they  feel  the  burden  of  the  great  work  they  have  under- 
taken; and  how  in  the  agony  of  a  need  we  so  poorly  ap- 
preciate, they  send  back  their  pleadings  to  us  to  strengthen 
themj  by  our  prayers  and  sympathy?  Oh,  if  these  plead- 
ings, the  deepest  and  strongest  a  human  soul  can  feel  or 
express,  were  brought  to  us  by  those  who  are  appointed  to 
use  their  eyes  and  ears  and  hearts  to  interpret  these  strong 
cryings  to  us ;  oh,  ladies,  if  you  knew  how  much  depended 
on  your  efforts  to  bring  out  the  force  and  beauty  of  this 
work,  you  would  fill  your  hands  with  every  appliance  that 
might  help  you  to  instruct  and  to,  inspire  with  interest, 
those  members  who  have  heretofore  given  little  or  no 
thought  to  the  matter.  More  is  withheld  from  Christ  for 
want  of  thought  than  want  of  means. 
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The  Presidents  should  exert  themselves  to  give  tone 
and  zest  to  the  devotional  exercises,  to  secure  good  sing- 
ing; and  it  would  be  well  to  be  prompt  in  opening  and 
closing  the  meetings  at  the  appointed  time.  None  may  be 
competent  at  first,  but  have  the  courage  to  "look  your 
disadvantages  in  the  face,  and  see  what  you  can  make  out 
of  them."  Our  failures  are  worked  into  the  texture  of 
the  Divine  plans  which  cannot  fail,  and  never  falter.  It 
is  not  so  much  what  we  do  as  what  we  can  stimulate  others 
to  do. 

The  treasurer  has  a  larger  responsibility  than  at  first 
appears,  and  much  depends  on  her  efforts.  We  need  faith- 
ful, willing  hearts  and  hands  for  service.  In  selecting 
your  officers,  use  the  best  material  you  can  command,  and 
only  on  condition  that  they  really  serve  you. 

We  are  assured  by  Mrs.  Hayes,  that  a  paper  of  our 
own  will  be  forthcoming  in  May  and  if  so,  we  will  not 
choose  but  to  rally  to  its  support.  If  we  have  it,  let  all 
have  it;  there  is  a  wealth  of  good  in!  such  means  of  com- 
munication between  the  different  Conference  Societies.  It 
will  arouse  a  connectional  interest,  deepen  and  widen  sym- 
pathy, assure  our  hope  and  faithi  as  we  test  the  bonds  of 
union  and  find  them  strong  in  our  grasp ;  we  will'  step 
quicker;  prejudices  and  ignorance  will  drop  by  the  way; 
and  we  will  be  ever  bringing  some  fresh  offering  to  the 
altar,  because  we  have  more  than  we  can  bring.  And  what 
now  is  wanted?  Only  a  woman's  faith,  to  believe  "the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  leaven  which  a  woman  took,  and 
hid  in  three  measures  of  meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened." 
and  then  a  woman's  hand  to  take  it  and  hide  it,  till  it 
works  out  its  own  legitimate,  appropriate  results. 
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I  say  to  each  of  you  my  sisters,  your  hand  is  wanted. 
The  Lord  has  need  of  you. 

Corresponding  Secretary's  First  Report 

Beloved  Friends  and  Sisters! 

We  assemble  today  in  the  first  Annual  Meeting  of  our 
Conference  Society. 

This  Woman's  Work  for  Woman,  which  Dr.  Young 
J.  Allan,  of  Shanghai,  China,  says,  "is  pre-eminently  the 
grandest  movement  of  this  Christian  age ' ',  has  been  carried 
on  in  a  way  we  know  not  of. 

From  the  mountains  to  the  City  by  the  Sea,  in,citics, 
towns,  villages,  and  country  Churches,  Auxiliary  Societies 
have  been  organized.  Some  have  thought  Societies  would 
succeed  in  stations,  where  they  could  have  the  assistance 
of  the  Pastor,  but  that  they  were  not  at  all  practicable  in 
the  country.  This  has  proved  to  be  a  mistake.  Greenwood 
circuit  with  four  appointments,  has  a  working  society  at 
each  church.  Fairfield  circuit  has  three  Societies,  the  one 
at  Monticello  has  contributed  more  than  any  other  society 
in  the  Conference  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  mem- 
bers, having  32  members,  and  raising  $90.00,  a  fraction 
over  $2.83  per  member.  Newberry  circuit  has  three 
auxiliaries,  the  one  at  Trinity  Church,  with  10  members 
has  collected  $20,  being  $2.00  a  member,  and  quite  a  num- 
ber of  circuits  have  two  societies  within  their  bounds,  and 
there  is  one  in  every  station  in  the  Conference  except 
Bucksville. 

Lynchburg  Station  has  two  Churches.  Lynchburg 
Society  with  16  members,  contributed  $44.00,  being  $2.75 
per  member,  and  St.  Luke's  with  20  members  paid  $50.00, 
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averaging-  $2.50  each.  Bethel  Society,  Charleston,  having 
a  membership  of  99  contributed  $116.86 ;  being  a  fraction 
over  $1.18  per  member.  This  society  is  honored  with  a 
Life  member,  the  only  one  in  the  Conference,  and  the  So- 
ciety in  connection  with  Trinity  Church,  Charleston,  has 
the  largest  membership  within  the  bounds  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

Relative  to  reports  received  from  corresponding  Secre- 
taries of  Auxiliary  Societies;  some  write  in  a  despondent 
manner,  only  a  faithful  few  remember  the  appointed  hour 
for  the  montlily  meeting,  and  dues  are  difficult  to  collect, 
others  are  full  of  enthusiasm,  meetings!  well  attended,  con- 
tributions freely  given,  and  one  speaks  of  poor  women 
working  in  the  field  to  make  their  money  and  carrying 
their  little  cliildren  with  them  to  the  Society  meeting  to 
extend  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  on  earth. 

And  another  desires  special  work  for  their  Society, 
tliinking  thereby  to  call  out  the  latent  talent  and  energy  of 
their  members. 

We  have  written  to  all,  encouraging  the  desponding, 
commending  the  industrious,  and  in  every  way  have  en- 
deavored as  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  South 
Carolina  Conference,  to  carry  on  the  glorious  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  having  sent  Annual  Reports,  Con- 
stitutions, Blanks  of  Organizations  and  tracts  to  many  of 
the  Ministers,  begging  their  assistance,  and  we  acknowl- 
edge with  gratitude  the  help  they  have  rendered. 

Quarterly  Reports  of  the  work  have  been  sent  to  Mrs. 
D.  H.  McGavock,  Corresponding  Secretaiy  of  Executive 
Association,  and  also  published  in  the  Southern  Christian 
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Advocate  for  information,  hoping  to  increase  the  interest, 
and  provoke  a  laudable  emulation  among  the  Societies. 

"We  have  sent  Reports,  Constitutions,  blanks  and  tracts 
to  each  Auxiliary  and  have  urged  them  all  as  best  we 
could  to  subscribe  for  our  projected  Missionary  paper. 
Only  a  few  Auxiliaries  oppose  the  paper. 

Since  date  of  organization  we  have  disrtibuted  about 
200  Reports,  250  blanks  and  650  tracts  on  the  subject  of 
missions,  and  have  written  171  letters  and  312  Postal 
Cards. 

The  result  of  the  work  in  the  South  Carolina!  Con- 
ference Society  up  to  the  present'  date  is  as*  follows : 

Number  of  Auxiliary  Societies 85 

Number  of  members 2011 

Amount  contributed  $2,180.86 

Number  of  names  as  subscribers  to  our  projected 

Missionary  paper 213 

Southern  Missionary  Hearld   27 

In  retrospecting  the  work  for  our  Society,  the  first 
year  of  its  existence,  we  have  much  for  which  to  ''thank 
God  and  take  courage,"  and  we  hope  that  each  one  here 
assembled  will  return  home  with  renewed  zeal,  and  con- 
secrate herself  afresh  to  thisi  work. 

And  may  everyone  do  all  she  can  to  induce  others  to 
unite  with  us  in  this  work  for'  "we  want  not  simply  more 
money,  but  more  women,  all  of  them  with  thinking  brain, 
speaking  tongue,  busy  hands,  traveling  feet,  and  beating 
heart"  to  help  send  and  carry  the  glad  tidings  of  sal- 
vation, "to  them  that  sit  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow 
of  death,  to  guide  their  feet  in  the  way  of  peace. ' ' 
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Let  us  work  while  it  is  day,  for  the  need  is  urgent, 
Maria  A.  West,  speaking  of  a  Sunday  School  celebration  at 
Hilo,  on  one  of  the  Islands,  recently  converted  to  Christi- 
anity, says,  "While  all  seemed  to  be  rejoicing  and  sing- 
ing praises  to  God,  a  poor  old  woman  was  seen  greatly  dis- 
tressed beating  her  breast,  weeping  and  wailing.  Some 
one  said,  "Why,  mother,  what  is  the  matter  that  you 
should  weep  over  such  a  beautiful  sight?"  She  cried  out 
in  bitter  anguish,  "Why  didn't  the  missionaries  come  be- 
fore? These  hands  are  stained  with  the  blood  of  my 
twelve  children,  and  not  one  remains  of  my  flesh  to  rejoice 
here  today !   O  why  didn  't  the  missionaries  come  before ! ' ' 

"Shall  we  whose  souls    are   lighted 
With  wisdom  from  on  high, 

Shall  we  to  men  benighted 
The  lamp  of  life  deny?" 

No !  no !  let  us  work,  give  and  pray.  But  that  is  not 
all.  Have  we  not  a  right  to  expect  that  our  Blessed  Lord 
will  call  some  of  the  dear  young  ladies  to  give  their  lives 
to  his  service,  that  they  may  go  out  from  our  conference 
society  to  assist  the  Misses  Rankin  in  the  work  in  which 
they  are  engaged? 

Why  is  it  that  th".  South  Carolina  Conference  has  no 
laborer  in  the  Foreign  Missionary  field,  she  who  was  the 
first  to  send  missionaries  from  the  Southern  Church,  more 
than  25  years  ago.  Now  that  the  fields  are  white  unto  the 
harvest,  shall  she  have  no  one  to  assist  in  gathering  the 
sheaves  ? 

Let  us,  my  beloved  sisters,  cry  unto  the  Lord,  to  call 
some  from  our  midst  to  go  into  the  Foreign  Mission  work. 
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Who  will  be  the  first  to  go,  as  an  angel  of  love  and 
mercy,  carrying  the  glorious  light  of  the  blessed  gospel 
around  the  globe,  and  dispensing  the  bread  of  eternal  life 
to  the  multitudes  of  our  perishing  sisters  and  their  little 
children?  This  is  indeed  the  grandest  and  most  sublime 
opportunity  ever  offered  in  the  Providence  of  God  to  the 
Christian  daughters  of  South  Carolina. 

Our  women  believed  in  the  good  influence  of  litera- 
ture from  the  very  first  as  is  seen  by!  the  fact  that  sub- 
scriptions for  the  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate  to  the 
number  of  213  had  been  taken,  though  the  first  copy  was 
not  pu])lished  till  two  years  later. 


CHAPTER  III 
SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING 


The  second  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  otherl  end 
of  the  state,  Greenville,  and  in  Buncombe  Street  Church, 
May,  1881.  Thirty-four  delegates  were  present.  Progress 
along  all  lines  was  reported  and  a  spiritual  feast  was  en- 
joyed by  the  delegates.  The  President  stirred  the  whole 
Conference  when  she  delivered  a  message  of  interest  and 
encouragement  from  her  husband.  Bishop  Wightman,  who 
was  ill  at  home.  The  number  of  Vice-Presidents  was  in- 
creased from  four  to  nine — one  for  each  of  the  Districts 
of  the  Conference.  The  Vice-Presidents  were  appointed  as 
follows:  Charleston  District,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Weber;  Orange- 
burg, Mrs.  M.  Pemberton;  Columbia,  Mrs.  A.  P.  McClair; 
Florence,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Pearce;  Sumter,  Mrs.  D.  Z.  Dantzler; 
Marion,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Breeden;  Spartanburg,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Mulligan;  Cokesbury,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Waller;  Greenville,  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Wait. 

At  this  meeting  Dr.  Jas.  H.  Carlisle  was  reported  as 
honorary  life  member.  There  were  nine  life  members.  It 
is  said  that  the  question  of  printing  the  minutes  of  the 
Conference  was  decided  upon  and  that  the  South  Carolina 
Conference  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  to  have 
the  minutes  printed. 
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LETTER  FROM  MRS.  HAYES 


1 


Baltimore,  Md.,  May  23,  1881 
304  N.  Strieker  St. 

To  the  members  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference 
Society,  W.  M.  S.,  M.  E.  C,  South,  now  in  session  in 
Greenville,  S.  C. 

Accept,  dear  sisters,  this  brief  but  cordial  greeting 
from  one  who  has  watched  with  intense  interest  your 
prompt  response  to  the  call  of  duty  in  this  our  great  and 
noble  work — ''woman's  work  for  woman,"  Christian  wo- 
men in  Christian  lands  for  heathen  women  in  heathen 
lands.  I  congratulate  you  this  day  that  your  promptness 
has  been  equalled  by  your  perseverance,  and  it  gives  me 
unqualified  pleasure  to  point  to  your  success  as  worthy  of 
imitation  by  all  your  sister  States. 

The  aim  of  our  society  is  to  plant  in  every  station, 
every  circuit,  this  germ  of  future  power  for  our  Master. 
In  this  plan  of  operation  you,  as  a  Conference  Society,  has 
led  the  way.  May  it  please  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church 
to  favor  you  with  abundant  fruitage. 

As  instrumentalities  in  this  remarkable  success  in 
spreading  this  flame  of  holy  zeal  throughout  your  State, 
permit  me  to  allude  to  the  gracious  influence  of  our  saint- 
ly Bishop  Wightman,  who  has  everywhere  endorsed  our 
work,  and  among  the  preachers  has  been  a  power  in  our 
behalf.  His  accomplished  wife,  too,  has  done  much ;  by 
taking  the  lead  and  coming  to  the  front,  she  has  increased 
the  confidence  of  her  shrinking  country-women. 

May  it  please  our  God  to  restore  speedily  the  health 
of  this,  our  dear  friend  and  Bishop,  to  bless  us  with  his 
presence  and  counsel;  and  may  his  wife  be  thus  enabled 
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to  lead  on  in  our  own  specific  field  of  labor.  The  fitness 
of  your  Corresponding  Secretary  for  her  responsible  and 
arduous  position,  is  another  instrumentality  in  your  on- 
ward march.  Endowed  with  more  than  ordinary  energy 
and  method,  she  needs  the  prompt  co-operation  of  your 
auxiliaries  only  to  insure  a  future  as  bright,  nay,  brighter 
than  the  past.  It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed  inappro- 
priate if,  in  this  connection,  I  advert  to  a  new  tie  be- 
tween South  Carolina  and  myself  and  household  by  the 
companionship  of  the  dear  young  family  of  missionaries 
sent  to  Brazil  from  your  midst.  The  presence  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Koger  and  the  dear  babe  was  a  felt  benediction.  The 
love  that  sprang  up  within  me  for  them  extended  to  their 
kindred,  their  parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  are  all  near 
my  heart.  With  them  I  watch  and  wait  for  tidings  from 
far  off  Brazil.  And  though  mine  eyes  may  not  behold  it, 
that  precious  babe  may  .yet  be  a  standard  bearer  for  my 
Master;  and  in  the  great  beyond  I  expect  to  meet  them  all 
again. 

There,  too,  beloved  sisters  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference Society,  may  we  all  meet;  may  it  be  our  blessed 
part  to  win  and  wear  not  a  starless  crown,  but  may  we 
each  one  come  up  with  our  gathered  sheaves  to  lay  at  the 
feet  of  Him  who  hath  loved  us,  and  washed  us,  and  made 
us  white  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Yours  in  the 
sweet  and  precious  bonds  of  the  Gospel  of  peace. 

Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes, 
President  W.  M.  S.,  M.  E.  C,  South 
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A  NEWSPAPER  ACCOUNT 


The  second  annual  Convention  of  the  South  Carolina 
Conference  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  convened 
yesterday  morning  at  10  a.  m.,  in  the  Buncombe  Street 
Methodist  Church.  Religious  exercises  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  J.  0.  Willson,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  A.  M.  Creitz- 
burg  and  J.  W.  Humbert.  At  the  close  of  these  exercises 
a  communication  from  Dr.  Carlisle  was  read,  stating  that 
family  affliction  would  prevent  his  addressing  the  society. 
The  President,  Mrs.  Bishop  Wightman,  then  proceeded  to 
organize  the  society.  About  37  delegates  were  found  pres- 
ent. The  bar  of  the  conference  was  arranged  and  the  so- 
ciety entered  upon  its  business  session.  An  address  of 
welcome  was  read  by  Mrs.  Wait,  and  responded  to  feelingly 
and  appropriately  by  the  President.  A  letter  of  hearty  en- 
couragement from  Mrs.  Hayes,  President  of  the  General 
Association,  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  The  report  of  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  was  comprehensive  and  minute, 
showing  the  condition  of  thei  Society  to  be  most  encour- 
aging. 127  auxiliary  societies  were  reported  for  the  year 
1881,  and  the  amount  collected  $2,863.48,  an  increase  of 
40  societies  and  of  $682.62  over  the  previous  year.  Reports 
were  also  rendered  by  the  delegates  from  Charleston,  Co- 
lumbia and  Orangeburg  districts.  The  following  com- 
mittees were  appointed: 

On  Publication. — Miss  Annie  Warren,  Mrs.  P.  L. 
Moorer,  Mrs.  Anna  Tenhet,  Mrs.  C.  M.  McJunkin,  Mrs.  Du- 
Bard. 

On  Finance. — Mrs.  A.  P.  McClair,  Mrs.  Mulligan.  Miss 
Wallace,  Miss  Shoemaker,  Miss  Dantzler. 


FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928  61 

On  Exteriaion  of  the  Work. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Humbert, 
IMrs.  Leitner,  Mrs.  Pritehard,  Mrs.  Watson,  Miss  Sally  J. 
Wannamaker. 

Miss  Rebecca  S.  Albergotti  was  appointed  agent  for 
the  Women's  Missionary  Advocate,  an  interesting  publi- 
cation issued  by  the  society. 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Pelzer,  of  Charleston,  tendered  her  resigna- 
tion as  Treasurer,  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Mulligan  was  appointed 
in  her  phice.  The  time  for  meeting  and  adjournment  were 
appointed.  The  convention  then  adjourned  at  1 :30  p.  m. 
to  meet  at  9  :30  a.  m.  this  morning,  when  the  business  be- 
fore the  convention  will  be  resumed. 


CHAPTER  IV 
HOME  MISSIONARY  WORK 


As  it  was  in  the  general  work,  so  also  in  the  Con- 
ference work,  there  was  the  Home  Society  as  well  as  the 
Foreign.  Twelve  years  after  the  Foreign  work  was  started 
in  this  Conference  the  first  effort  was  made  to  introduce 
the  Home.  The  President  of  the  Parsonage  Aid  and 
Home  Mission  Department  of  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion, Mrs.  E.  E.  Wiley,  visited  our  Conference,  held  in 
Anderson,  December,  1890.  Bishop  Duncan  presided  and 
had  probably  invited  Mrs.  Wiley  to  be  present.  The  first 
money  going  from  our  Conference  to  this  home  work  was 
a  cash  contribution  made  at  the  close)  of  her  address.  The 
following  resolution  was  also  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  the  address  of  Mrs.  E. 
E.  Wiley  with  reference  to  the  Parsonage  Aid  and  Home 
Mission  Society  work  with  great  satisfaction  and  appre- 
ciation, and  we  hereby  pledge  our  support  in  the  cause  for 
which  she  is  working. 

"W.  L.  Wait, 
'*W.  C.  Power." 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Duncan  says  of  this  effort : 
"Mrs.  Wiley  then  appointed  a  meeting  in  Charleston, 
at  which  I  was  given  the  office  of  President  and  Mrs.  E. 
V.  Miller  of  Charleston  that  joi  Treasurer.  The  other 
officers  were  to  be  elected  later.  Only  two  or  three  per- 
sons were  present  at  this  meeting,  the  membership  then 
being  very  small  in  the  state.    After  this  Mrs.  Miller*  gave 
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up  her  office  and  the  interest  was  so  small  that  I  gave  up 
the  presidency." 

The  parent  organization  at  this  time  was  four  years 
old,  having  been  authorized  by  the  General  Conference  of 
1886,  when  Miss  Lucinda  B.  Helm  was  elected  General 
Secretary  of  what  was  called  the  Woman's  Department  of 
Church  Extension.  But  in  May,  1890,  the  General  Con- 
ference changed  the  name  to  the  Woman's  Pareonage  and 
Home  Mission  Society,  Mrs.  Wiley  was  elected  President 
and  Miss  Helm  continued  as  General  Secretary. 

In  the  fifth  report  of  the  parent  Board  the  South 
Carolina  organization  is  not  mentioned  except  that  a 
credit  of  $348.50  is  given  out  ofi  a  total  from  all  conference 
societies  of  $3,046.83.  In  the  seventh  report  Mrs.  E.  V. 
Miller  is  recognized  as  Treasurer  and  a  credit  of  $41.30  is 
found.  So  that  there  must  have  been  a  few  trying  to 
keep  the  candle  from  going  entirely  out. 

An  effort  was  made'  to  revive  the  home  work  at  the 
Conference  held  in  Sumter  in  1893,  Bishop  Hargrove  pre- 
siding. A  letter  from  Mrs.  Nathan  Scarritt  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  parent  Society  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension.  After  taking 
the  matter  up  and  discussing  it  thoroughly,  the  Board 
made  the  following  appointments  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  letter :  Mrs.  S.  A.  Weber,  Secretary  for 
South  Carolinai  Conference;  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  Treasurer; 
Mrs.  W.  V.  Gill,  Secretary  for  Charleston  District;  Mrs. 
C.  G.  Dantzler  for  Orangeburg  District;  Mrs.  J.  B.  White 
for  Marion  District;  Miss  Barbara  Parrott  for  Florence 
District ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Carr  for  Sumter  District ;  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Capers  for  Columbia  District;     Miss    Lizzie    Cousar    for 
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Chester  District;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Waller  for  Cok&sbury  Dis- 
trict ;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Duncan  for  Spartanburg  District ;  Mrs. 
Margarent  Van  Wyck  for  Greenville  District.  The  report 
concluded  by  saying:  "These  appointments  have  been 
made  without  consulting  the  ladies  appointed  but  the 
Board  earnestly  requests  them  to  serve  and  to  do  their 
utmost  to  organize  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mis- 
sion Societies  throughout  each  District."  This  second  effort 
was  no  more  of  a  success  than  the  first.  At  one  time  there 
were  as  many  as  nine  (9)  societies  reported.  The  Prasi- 
dent,  Mrs.  Weber,  resigned.  One  by  one  the  few  societies 
dropped  out  and  the  Treasurer  also  resigned,  but  her 
resignation,  which  was  sent  to  the  annual  Conference,  was 
not  accepted.  So  she,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  was  still  Treasur- 
er, without  a  President  and  with  no  societies  and  no  meet- 
ings. Still,  small  sums  were  sent  in  to  her  from  year  to 
year  and  the  Treasurer  forwarded  these  to  the  General 
Treasurer.  Thus  a  little  thread  of  silver  served  to  be  the 
thread  of  life  until  1897.  During  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Foreign  Society  in  Anderson,  a  number  of  the  women 
whose  hearts  were  interested  in  the  Home  work,  pledged 
themselves  to  make  regular  donations  to  the  Woman 's  Par- 
sonage and  Home  Mission  Society.  These  were  women  who 
were  members  of  the  foreign  Society  and  who  were  in  An- 
derson to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  that  organization, 
but  they  realized  the  need  of  the  home  work  as  well. 

At  the  annual  Conference  held  in  Greenwood,  Bishop 
W.  W.  Duncan  presiding,  in  1898,  Miss  Marcia  Marvin, 
daughter  of  Bishop  E.  M.  Marvin  and  returned  missionary 
from  Brazil,  was  present  in  the  interest  of  the  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society  (this  was  the  new  name  given  by 
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the  General  Conference  of  May,  1898).  In  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension  the  following  is  found:  "We 
commend  to  the  ladies  throughout  our  Conference  the 
noble  work  of  Miss  Mareia  Marvin,  whoi  is  representing 
the  interest  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society 
throughout  the  church.  Through  her  labors  thirteen 
organizations  have  been  effected  in  this  department  of 
church  enterprise  within  our  Conference  borders,  and  we 
urgently  solicit  the  aid  and  sympathy  of  our  women  in 
this  important  work."  Miss  Marvin,  as  is  indicated,  gave 
enough  time  to  our  Conference  to  visit  several  points  and 
the  records  show  seven  of  these  where  she  organized  so- 
cieties: Abbeville,  Bennettsville,  Columbia,  Greenville, 
Orangeburg,  Union  and  Florence.  Some  of  the  officers 
went  to  work  and  organized  a  few  others.  As  a  result  of 
her  visit  to  the  state  there  was  a  reorganization,  with 
officers  as  follows :  Mrs.  W.  W.  Duncan,  President ;  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Wait,  Treasurer ;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  Corresponding 
Secretary;  Mrs.  J.  0.  Willson,  Recording  Secretary. 

In  1899  Miss  Belle  Bennett,  President,  and  Mrs.  W. 
D.  Kirkland,  Treasurer,  of  the  parent  Board,  visited  the 
state  in  the  interest  of  the  work.  They  met  a  few  women 
in  the  parlor  of  the  home  of  Bishop  W.  W.  Duncan,  when 
a  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  was  made 
for  November  24th.  In  addition  to  the  visitors  there  were 
present  Mrs.  W.  W.  Duncan,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  and  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Rogers,  and  at  this  meeting  they  were  all  elected 
officers:  Mrs.  Duncan,  President;  Mrs.  Wait,  Correspond- 
ing Secretary;  an'd  Mrs.  Rogers,  Treasurer.  These  two 
visitors  had  also  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Con- 
ference Society,  held  a  little  earlier  in  November.    These 
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officers  served  till  in  October,  1906,  at  Bishopville,  Mrs.  W. 
L.  Wait  was  elected  President;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kilgo,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  Treasurer,  as 
she  had  been  for  several  years.  At  this  time  39  societies 
were  reported  and  in  the  three  years  following,  the  greatest 
progress  in  the  history  of  the  Society  was  made,  when  93 
societies  were  reported.  In  1912  Mrs.  Wait  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kilgo  was  elected,  at  the 
Conference  held  in  Orangeburg.  Mrs.  D.  N.  Bourne  was 
elected  Corresponding  Secretary  in  the  place  of  Mrs.  Kil- 
go, Mrs.  Rogers  was  continued  as  Treasurer.  These  officers 
were  continued  till  the  Home  and  Foreign  Societies  united. 
The  committee  on  nomination  of  officers  made  the  follow- 
ing reference  to  the  retiring  President,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Wait:  "We,  your  committee,  feel  that  this  is  a  time 
to  express  our  thanksgiving  for  the  life  and  labors  of  our 
former  President,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait.  In  labors  abundant, 
in  faith  and  in  love  she  has  with  her  pen  and  by  her  per- 
sonal presence  inspired  us  in  home  mission  work.  Loving 
thoughts  will  go  out  to  her  from  the  body  and  our  prayers 
shall  be  that  the  years  yet  to  come  may  be  filled  with  joy 
and  peace." 

This  organization  had  had  many  struggles  for  existence 
in  our  Conference  but  by  this  time  it  was  in  good  working 
and  growing  condition.  During  the  administration  of 
Mi's.  Wait  it  had  become  thoroughly  organized  and  the 
new  officers  pushed  the  work  on  bravely.  There  were  re- 
ported at  the  Orangeburg  meeting  101  auxiliaries  of 
adults,  13  of  the  Y.  P.,  and  29  "Brigades."  Total  number 
of  members,  3,262.  Also  money  collected  for  dues,  $2,165.- 
58;  for  specials,  $1,813.03;  for  local  work,  $4,967.80,  and 
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for  City  Missions,  $2,956.71.  A  total,  (with  the  estimated 
value  of  15  boxes  of  supplies  sent  out,  $354.75)  of  $12,- 
257.87.  Two  Council  visitors  were  present,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Yar- 
borough,  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  and  Miss  Mable 
Head,  one  of  the  Corresponding.  Secretaries.  It  was  an- 
nounced that  Mrs.  Yarborough  had  moved  to  Spartan- 
burg recently  and  would  make  that  city  her  home.  Among 
the  visitors  from  the  annual  Conference  were:  Dr.  H.  W. 
Bays,  pastor,  and  Rev.  M.  L.  Banks,  Presiding  Elder,  of 
Orangeburg,  and  Revs.  J.  W.  Kilgo,  W.  J.  Snyder,  W.  S. 
Goodwin  and  T.  G.  Herbert.  Thei  last  named  was  there 
by  invitation  to  preach  the  Conference  sermon  Sunday 
morning. 

■  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society 
before  the  union  with  the  Foreign,  113  adult  auxiliaries 
were  reported,  19  Y.  P.,  29  Junior  Divisions,  and  17  baby 
rolls,  with  a  total  membership  of  3,946.  Money  collected: 
Dues,  $3,121.47;  specials.  $3,726.57;  City  Missions,  $2,- 
568.72;  local  work  $5,768.00;  value  of  boxes  sent  by 
Superintendent  of  Supplies,  $1,405.97.  A  total  of  $16,- 
590.73,  These  figures  show  a  fine  increase  in  the  fifteen 
years  following  the  visit  of  Miss  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Kirk- 
land,  and  their  conference  with  Mrs.  Duncan,  Mrs.  Rogers 
and  Mrs.  Wait  in  Bishop  Duncan's  parlor.  Mrs.  Wait's 
first  report  after  that  meeting  was  (in  1900)  27  societies, 
347  members  and  $311.33  collected.  In  her  final  report  as 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Bourne  says:  "The  close 
of  this  year,  1914,  brings  us  to  the  happy  time  when  we 
shall  be  merged  with  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  into 
one  Conference  Missionary  Society.  The  Home  Missionary 
Society  has  aided  eighteen  parsonages  in  South  Carolina, 
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with  $2,411.50;  has  contributed  $1150.00  to  city  mission 
work  through  our  Wesley  Houses  and  Deaconesses;  has 
made  si)ecial  donations  to  Brevard  Institute  (N.  C.)  of 
$650.00;  in  all  contributing  $4,574.65  for  connectional 
home  mission  work  and  $32,375.15  has  been  reported  spent 
locally;  making  a  grand  total  of  $73,969.80 — not  a  very 
great  amount ;  but  the  giving  of  it  and  the  prayers  that 
followed  it  and  the  efforts  made  in  securing  it,  have 
brought  rich  blessings  into  our  lives,  that  millions  of 
dollars  could  not  now  buy." 


UNION  OF  HOME  AND  FOREIGN  SOCIETIES 


In  1910  provision  was  made  by  Oeneral  Conference 
for  the  uniting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
si(ms,  which  was  thirty-two  years  old,  and  tho  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society,  which  was  twenty-five  years  old. 
They  came  together  and  formed  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council.  It  was  left  optional  with  the  Conference  Societies 
and  also  with  the  local  auxiliaries  as  to  whether  they 
would  unite  or  when  they  would  do  so.  In  a  few  months, 
however,  nearly  all  the  Conference  Societies  had  fallen  in 
line  and  united.  In  some  sections  there  was  more  oi)])o- 
sition  to  this  movement,  and  in  South  Carolina  the  day 
of  union  was  delayed  for  five  years  (1915).  At  the  Oen- 
eral Conference  of  1914,  all  the  Societies  were  called 
upon  to  unite.  When  the  women  decided  to  unite  the 
men  decided  to  divide.  At  tho  annual  Conference  held 
in  Sumter,  November  25-30,  1914,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  passed:  ''Whereas,  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  its  session    in 
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Oklahoma  City  in  1914,  divided  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference and  made  it  the  duty  of  the  said  Conference  to 
fix  the  line  of  division  at  this,  its  ensuing  session ;  therefore, 
he  it  resolved,  *  *  *  That  the  line  of  division  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference  be,  and  is  hereby,  fixed  as 
follows:  Resolved,  "That  the  name  of  the  lower  Con- 
ference shall  be  The  South  Carolina  Conference"  *  *  * 
' '  that  the  name  of  the  upper  Conference  shall  be  the  Upper 
South  Carolina  Conference, "  So  that  beginning  with  1915 
we  must  reckon  with  two  Conference  Missionary  Societies 
in  t lying  to  continue  the  history  of  the  woman's  missionary 
work  in  the  state.  There  were  six  Districts  in  each  Con- 
ference and  the  church  membership  was  practically  the 
same  in  each  Conference  at  the  time  of  division,  and  of 
the  eighty-six  pioneer  Missionary  Societies,  forty-four  are 
in  the  South  Carolina  Conference  and  forty-two  in  the 
Upper  South  Carolina  Conference. 


CHAPTER  V 
MEETINGS  FOR  RE-ORGANIZATION 


The  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference  met  for  re- 
organization in  Chester  on  January  21st,  1915,  and  the 
South  Carolina  Conference  met  January  22nd.  in  Florence. 
I  find  the  following  account  of  the  Chester  meeting: 
"In  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  joint  executive  com- 
mittees of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Woman's  Missionary 
Societies,  on  January  21st,  1915,  there  assembled  in 
Chester,  S.  C,  44  accredited  delegates  from  the  Home  and 
Foreign  Societies  in  the  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  united  Society  for  the  Con- 
ference. Miss  Mable  Head  was  present  and  was  asked  to 
take  the  chair  and  conduct  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
new  Society.  She  very  kindly  did  this,  but  before  going 
into  the  election  she  led  the  delegates  in  a  season  of  earn- 
est prayer,  that  just  the  right  women  should  be  chosen  to 
fill  the  offices  in  the  new  Society.  It  was  very  evident 
that  the  spirit  of  the  body  was  one  of  willingness  to  serve, 
coupled'  with  a  feeling  of  insufficiency  for  the  duties  of 
office,  and  an  utter  absence  of  self  seeking.  The  election 
resulted  as  follows:  President,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Stackhouse; 
First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kilgo ;  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  J.  M.  Bull ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  D. 
N.  Bourne;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers;  Recording 
Secretary,  Miss  Louise  Barber;  Superintendent  of  Mis- 
sion Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  W.  I.  Herbert ;  Superin- 
tendent Social  Service,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Swan ;  Superintendent 
Supplies,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Nickels ;  Secretary  for  Anderson  Dis- 
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trict,  Miss  Clara  Osborne;  Cokesbury,  Mrs.  J.  W.  White; 
Columbia,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Maybin;  Greenville,  IN'rs.  J.  T.  Ar- 
nold; Rock  Hill,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Brown;  Spartanburg,  Mrs. 
R.  L.  Keaton.  In  addition  to  these  officers  a  Superintend- 
ent of  Literature  was  elected,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Stanley  *  *  * 
After  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  meeting,  Miss 
Head  was  asked  to  explain  some  things  about  the  united 
work  that  were  not  quite  clear  to  the  ladies.  In  her  an- 
swer to  inquiries  she  brought  out  the  fact  that  the  work 
is  simplified  in  union  and  ought  to  advance  in  every  de- 
partment. She  also  gave  numberless  suggestions  and 
stressed  all  phases'  of  both  Home  and  Foreign  work,  espec- 
ially Mission  Study,  Social  Service,  campaigning  for  neV 
members,  special  attention  to  Young  People  and  Juniors, 
and  the  raising  of  a  large  pledge  in,  1915." 

The  South  Carolina  Conference  met  in  First  Church 
in'  Florence  on  the  22nd  of  January  and  reported  four 
officers,  thirty-eight  delegates  and  twenty-four  visitors 
present. 

Miss  Mae  Wightman,  who  had  been  President  of  the 
state- wide  Woman  "s  Missionary  Society  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina Conference  since  the  death  of  her  mother,  was  chosen 
temporary  chairman  and  Miss  Mamie  Hamlin,  temporary 
secretary.  Reports  were  made  of  the  work  of  both  the 
Home  and  Foreign  Societies  in  the  last  year  of  their 
existence  as  covering  the  whole  state  and  these  reports 
gave  the  following  facts:  Home  Department — 109  auxil- 
iaries, 2,495  members,  28  Young  People's  Auxiliaries,  428 
members,  29  Junior  Divisions,  1.060  members.  Total 
amount  raised  for  the  year  was  the  best  in  the  history  of 
the  organization  $5,339.66.  The  total  raised  since  or- 
ganization was  $40,207.69.     The  Foreign  Department  re- 
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ported  5,789  members  of  adult  societies,  967  members  of 
Y.  P.,  and  2,752  Juniors.  Total  raised  for  thd  year,  $19,- 
3T8.82;  total  raised  since  organization,  $320,000.00.  It 
was  stated  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Kirkwood,  that  if  all  the  churches  of  the  six  Districts  were 
organized  there  would  be  as  many  auxiliaries  in  the  pres- 
ent South  Carolina  Conference  as  there  were  in  the  whole 
state  before  the  division.  There  were  at  that  time  116 
churches  with,  and  225  without,  Missionary  Societies,  in 
South  Carolina  Conference. 

The  result  of  the  election  of  officers  was  that,  after 
Miss  Wightman  declined  the  presidency,  to  which  she  was 
elected  on  the  fii-st  ballot,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait  was  elected 
President;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hodges,  First  Vice-President; 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Edwards,  Second  Vice-President;  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Kirkwood,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Miss  Mamie  Hamlin, 
Recording  Secretary;  Mrs.  J.  P.  McNeill,  Treasurer; 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Glaze,  Superintendent  Mission  Study  and  Pub- 
licity ;  Mrs.  M.  W.  Hook,  Superintendent  of  Supplies ;  Miss 
Annie  W.  Shuler,  Superintendent  of  Social  Service;  Miss 
Mae  Wightman,  Superintendent  of  Literature ;  Miss  Mamie 
E.  Hamlin,  Secretary  for  Charleston  District;  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Exum,  Florence  District ;  Miss  Ossie  Epps  for  Kingstree 
District;  Miss  C.  Cleckly  for  Orangeburg  District;  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Williams  for  Marion  District ;  Miss  Jessie  Curtis  for 
Sumter  District;  Miss  Wightman  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  McNeill 
were  elected  alternates  to  tlie  Council  meeting. 

Miss  Mable  Head  was  present  and  brought  greetings 
from  the  Council  and  its  President,  Miss  Belle  Bennett. 

The  need  of  having  the  literature  of  the  societies 
liberally  distributed  among  the  members  was  emphasized. 


I 
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Pledges  for  $10,100.00  were  made.  Miss  Head  said  that 
the  organic  union  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Societies 
means  one  set  of  ofificers,  one  fund  for  dues,  one  for  Con- 
ference expense  fund,  one  for  retirement  fund,  one  for 
pledge  and  one  for  specials. 

Plan  of  Organization 

So  we  have  at  this  date,  January,  1915,  in  South 
Carolina,  two  thoroughly  organized  and  well  officered  Wo- 
men's Missionary  Societies  under  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Council  of  the  parent  Board,  and  it  is  not  long  before 
the  two  departments,  foreign  and  home,  are  working  to- 
gether as  if  they  had  been  together  from  the  first  and  they 
take  Mr,  Wesley 's  view  of  the  situation,  ' '  The  world  is  my 
parish."  One  could  not  well  imagine  a  more  compre- 
hensive and,  at  the  same  time,  minute  plan  of  organization. 
It  includes  all  the  women,  all  the  Young  People,  all  the 
Juniors  and  all  the  babies,  in  all  the  stations  and  all  the 
circuits  and  all  the  missions  of  all  the  Districts  of  all  the 
Conferences  of  the  whole  Church,  at  home  and  abroad. 
Its  object  is  to  cover  the  world  with  its  benefits,  promot- 
ing the  kingdom  of  God  at  home  and  abroad.  Through  its 
committees  it  reaches  the  needy  in  the  community  and  at- 
tends to  the  needs  of  the  pastor's  home  and  other  local 
affairs.  Through  the  Home  Department  it  sends  out  its 
Deaconesses,  builds  its  Wesley  Houses,  fills  them  with  con- 
secrated workers,  organizes  the  city  mission  boards,  looks 
after  the  foreigner  in  our  home  land  with  schools  and 
chapels,  builds  its  Bethlehem  houses  for  work  with  the  sis- 
ter in  black,    work  for  dependent  girls,    work    for    delin- 
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quent  girls,  work  for  miners,  schools  for  mountain  whites, 
work  with  Cubans,  Mexicans,  and  Orientals. 

In  the  Foreign  Department  they  reach  a  loving  and 
helping  hand  to  the  homes  of  the  women  and  children 
across  the  sea  in  China,  Japan,  Korea,  Brazil,  Cuba  and 
Africa,  and  do  not  forget  the  Mexican  neighbor  just  be- 
yond the  border. 

See  the  thorough  organization  of  the  Conference  So- 
ciety in  the  following:  (1)  In  each  annual  Conference 
there  shall  be  organized  a  Conference  Society  auxiliary  to 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council.  (2)  The  object  of  the 
Society  is  to  plan  and  direct  the  woman 's  missionary  work 
of  the  Conference.  (3)  The  Conference  Society  shall  con- 
sist of:  (a)  Auxiliary  delegates  representing  one  or 
more  societies,  the  number  to  de  determined  by  each  Con- 
ference, according  to  its  requirements;  (b)  a  District 
Secretary  for  each  District;  (c)  any  officer  or  manager 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  residing  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Conference;  (d)  any  Editor  of  the  Wo- 
man's Department  of  the  Church  paper  residing  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Conference;  (e)  any  President  of  a 
City  Mission  Board  located  within  the  Conference;  (f) 
and  the  following  officers :  A  President ;  a  Vice  President ; 
a  Corresponding  Secretary;  a  Recording  Secretary;  a 
Treasurer,  and  Superintendent  of  Young  People's  Work, 
of  Children 's  Work,  of  Study,  of  Literature  and  Publicity, 
of  Social  Service  and.  of  Supplies. 

The  officers  of  the  local  Society  are  the  same  as  above 
except  that  in  tlie  local  is  found  an  Assistant  Treasurer 
(whose  duty  it  is  to  handle  the  funds  spent  on  local  in- 
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terest  and  make  a  monthly  report  of  the  same  to  the  So- 
ciety) and  a  Superintendent  of  Local  Work. 

The  Young  People  are  thoroughly  organized  and 
officered  and  so  are  the  Juniors,  thus  being  trained  to 
become  members,  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  fully 
prepared  and  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  forms 
and  usages  of  the  organization. 

The  Superintendent  of  Children's  Work  begins  with 
the  little  ones  of  six  years  and  under,  stamping  on  their 
young  hearts  the  love  of  Christ  for  a  sinful  world. 

In  our  own  state  there  are  three  Wesley  houses  in 
cotton  mill  centers,  at  Spartanburg,  Orangeburg  and  Co- 
lumbia. Referring  to  the  youngest  first,  we  find  that  the 
Columbia  City  Mission  Board  opened  the  Glencoe  Commun- 
ity House  in  October  1923.  This  Community  Center  serves 
the  cotton  mill  village  and  the  scattered  surrounding  ter- 
ritory, which  has  been  called  the  "sore  spot"  of  Colum- 
bia. The  field  is  small  but  because  of  peculiar  conditions 
which  exist,  it  would  almost  be  impossible  to  find  a  needier 
one.  There  is  no  organized  church  within  its  bounds,  al- 
though a  union  Sunday  School  and  evening  services  are 
conducted  each  week.  Since  the  revival  last  February,  a 
little  band  of  Christians  is  very  anxious  for  thQ  organi- 
zation of  a  Methodist  church  and  the  Board  is  praying 
that  this  may  be  possible.  xV  new  meeting  place  will  have 
to  be  secured  if  the  church  is  organized,  since  the  mill  will 
not  allow  the  use  of  the  Community  House  for  denomi- 
national purposes.  The  following  are  the  activities  of  the 
settlement :  Night  school,  sewing  school,  indoor  and  out- 
door games,  neighborhood  prayer  meetings,  Children's 
Missionary  Society,  Epworth  League,  and  daily  vacation 
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Bible  school.  Miss  Edith  Leighty,  who  is  in  charge  of  this 
work,  says:  "I  enjoy  my  two  Sunday  school  classes — the 
ladies'  Bible  class  at  Green  Street  Church  in  the  morning 
and  the  young  men  here  at  the  mission  in  the  afternoon. 
Eighty-five  percent  of  the  bootlegging  of  the  city  is  carried 
on  in  our  section.  During  the  last  two  months  of  the 
year  conditions  in  this  respect  have  become  worse.  There 
is  scarcely  a  home  where  there  is  not  drinking  on  Satur- 
day and  Sunday.  We  know  of  at  least  a  dozen  people,  al- 
most at  our  door,  who  engage  in  this  traffic ;  but  the  senti- 
ment of  the  community  is  such  that  there  is  practically  no 
co-operation  against  it.  The  City  Mission  Board  is  doing 
its  best  to  combat  this  condition.  *  *  *  "\\re  believe 
that  this  community,  so  deeply  dyed  in  sin,  will  yet  praise 
His  name,  which  is  now  seldom  used  except  in  oaths  and 
curses. ' ' 

The  Orangeburg  Wesley  House  was  opened  about 
fourteen  years  ago.  A  worker  was  secured  for  only  part 
time  at  first  and  the  work  grew  slowly.  Later  Miss  Sarah 
Ragin  came  when  the  women  were  more  hopeful  and  a 
rented  house  was  secured  to  take  care  of  the  work.  Classes 
in  sewing  and  cooking  were  organized,  but  soon  Miss  Ragin 
was  married  and  Miss  Laide  Davis  took  up  the  work.  Her 
father 's  illness  called  her  away  and  Deaconess  Dora  Hoover 
took  charge.  Her  health  failed  and  she  was  followed  by 
Deaconess  Cora  Borchers.  At  this  time  money  was  se- 
cured to  buy  a  home  for  the  work.  A  large  roomy  house 
was  purchased  and  fitted  up  very  attractively  and  was 
very  serviceable.  As  the  work  began  to  grow  in  her  hands, 
Miss  Borchers  was  called  away  on  account  of  her  mother's 
illness.     For  some  time  they  were  without  a  worker  but 
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later  called  for  two  and  secured  Deaconesses  Grizzard  and 
Congleton.  It  was  almost  like  beginning  a  new  work  on 
account  of  the  disorganized  condition,  but  there  is  now  a 
well  furnished  house,  nice  library,  a  beautifully  equipped 
I)lay  ground  and  nicely  furnished  kindergarten  and  class 
room ;  souls  are  being  brought  to  Christ  as  their  personal 
Savior  and  in  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  organized 
a  church  in  the  mill  village.  In  1925,  a  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society,  with  twenty-five  members,  was  organized. 

The  Spartanhiirg  Wesley  House  has  been  doing  great 
good  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  The  City  Mission  Board, 
which  consists  of  some  of  the  best  women  of  Spartanburg 
Methodism,  has  pressed  the  work  to  a  splendid  condition. 
In  a  recent  report  to  the  Council  it  was  said :  ' '  The  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1924  found  the  work  at  the  Spartan- 
burg Wesley  Community  House  at  a  decided  standstill 
for  lack  of  adequate  room  in  which  to  carry  on  the  ever 
increasing  activities  connected  with  the  institution. 
*  *  *  The  situation  was  presented  to  the  City  Mission 
Board  and  then  to  Mr.  Montgomery,  President  of  the  mill, 
with  the  request  to  enlarge  the  present  house  or  build  a 
new  one.  The  result  was  that  work  on  a  new  house  began 
in  May  of  1924  and  thei  beautiful  building  was  ready  for 
the  Christmas  programs  put  on  by  the  various  clubs  and 
classes.  A  recent  membership  campaign  was  wonderfully 
successful.  The  goal  was  500  and  the  result  was  940; 
mothers,  385 ;  girls  from  six  years  up,  505 ;  kindergarten 
children,  50.  Daily  Vacation  Bible  school  was  begun  in 
the  summer  of  1925."  The  following  statistical  report 
from  the  head  resident  worker  shows  the  wideJ  range  of 
the  Wesley  House  work :     Number    of     Board  meetings 
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held,  12;  number  of  visits  made  by  workers,  1,530;  visits 
received  by  the  institution,  1,265;  religious  meetings  at- 
tended by  workers;  454;  garments  given  away,  150; 
money  given,  $5.00;  value  of  flowers  sent  to  sick,  $25.00; 
value  of  food  given,  $50.00;  families  helped,  35.  One 
kindergarten,  two  baby  clinics,  three  industrial  classes, 
five  cooking  classes,  six  sewing  classes,  one  camp,  fire,  two 
young  ladies  clubs,  four  athletic,  one  mother's  club,  one 
night  school,  one  chorus  class;  enrollment  in  all  clubs, 
371 ;  number  of  club  meetings  held,  248.  Entertainments 
and  outings,  55 ;  pay  entertainments  given  by  clubs,  10 ; 
persons  taking  free  baths,  528 ;  books  in  library,  400 ;  per- 
sons visiting  libraiy,  600;  books  loaned,  600;  boxes  re- 
ceived at  Wesley  House,  36;  volunteer  helpers,  15;  paid 
helpers,  6 ;  certificates  given  by  kindergarten,  9 ;  certifi- 
cates given  by  sewing  school,  13. 

Still  another  Wesley  House  was  for  several  years  in 
operation  in  Greenwood  but  was  discontinued  some  years 
ago.  Chester  was  another  point  in  the  state  where  the 
work  was  begun  and  discontinued. 

Education  Work 

If  people  perish  for  the  lack  of  knowledge  we  suppose 
they  prosper  when  well  informed.  On  this  belief  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Society  has  founded  a  well  ordered  line 
of  Bible  and  Misson  Study  classes.  This  department  of 
the  work  has  as  its  main  linesi  of  promotion  (1)  Bible 
and  Mission  study;  (2)  Schools  of  Missions — denomina- 
tional and  interdenominational. 

The  subjects  for  study  cover  all  the  fields  of  mission- 
ary endeavor,  at  home  and  abroad. 
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''The  Schools  of  Missions  fall  under  two  heads — the 
training  schools  of  our  own  church,  held  each  year  at 
Junaluska  and  Mount  Sequoyah,  and  the  interdenomina- 
tional Missionary  Educational  Movement  Schools  at  Blue 
Ridge ;  and  those  conducted  locally  in  cities  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Council  of  Women  foi'  Home  Missions  and  the 
Federation  of  Foreign  Boards.  Good  courses  are  given 
and  efficient  teaching  is  done  in  all  these  schools.  The  prob- 
lem is  how  to  secure  from  our  churches,  the  attendance  of 
those  who  may  be  trained  for  leadership.  A  far-reaching 
intensive  effort  must  be  persistently  carried  on  to  this 
end.  From  the  Woman's  Schools  at  New  Orleans,  Dallas, 
Houston  and  Los  Angeles  reports  have  come  that  indicate 
a  high  grade  of  work  and  good  attendance."  (Council 
minutes,  1925.) 

As  these  young  people  study  the  Bible  and  Missions 
they  are  led  to  see  their  dutj^  in  winning  the  world  to 
Christ.  Some  go  into  the  ordinary  avenues  of  life  with 
the  true  missionary  spirit  and  support  missions  with  their 
very  might,  praying  for  and  contributing  to  the  support 
of  the  great  cause.  Others  see  that  they  can  meet  their 
obligation  with  nothing  less  tha-n  their  lives.  And  here  we 
find  the  missionaries,  deaconesses,  preachers,  doctors  and 
nurses  and  other  workers.  In  the  meeting  of  Council  in 
1918  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Candidates  was  be- 
gun. It  is  the  duty  of  this  officer  to  look  after  and  en- 
courage in  every  w  ay  possible  those  who;  are  thus  called 
to  life  service.  Mrs.  H.  R.  Steel  represents  the  Council  in 
this  position  and  Mrs.  D.  P.  Frierson  the  South  Carolina 
Conference.  For  all  such  life  service  candidates  there  is 
a  place  for  very  thorough    and    adequate    training    and 
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preparation.  This  place  was  the  outcome  of  much  thought 
and  prayer  and  labor  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable women  of  our  church — Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett — 
and  is  now  known  as  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  For  about  ten  years  after 
the  organization  of  the  women,  all  the  missionaries  sent 
out  were  compelled  to  seek  their  training,  if  trained  they 
were  to  be,  in  institutions  of  other  denominations.  No 
doubt  others  realized  that  our  church  was  falling  short  in 
this  regard,  but  it  remained  for  Miss  Bennett  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  missionary  forces  thereto  in  such  a  way 
that  the  church  was  stirred  to  supply  the  need.  By  day 
and  by  night  the  burden  rested  upon  her  and  she  looked 
to  the  God  who  had  called  her  to  this  special  work  for 
His  help  and  guidance.  The  call  was  to  her  a  divine 
call  and  to  the  task  she  set  herself.  In  1889  she  appeared 
before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  told  the  women 
of  her  burden  in  this  regard.  She  says  of  this  meeting: 
"When  I  finished,  a  few  questions  were  asked  and  a 
prayer  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Nathan  Scarritt,  of  Kansas 
City,  asking  God  to  make  the  school  a  reality."  The 
Board  passed  the  following  resolution :  ' '  Resolved,  That 
the  Board  has  heard  Miss  Bennett's  address  with  pleasure 
and  recognizing  the  great  importance  of  its  subject  does 
hereby  appoint  her  as  agent  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  to  fully  investigate  the  matter'  of  a  training  school 
for  missionaries  and  does  empower  her  to  represent  its 
claims  throughout  the  church,  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and 
aid  of  the  workers  and  to  collect  funds,  reporting  results 
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to  the  Board.  Resolved,  That  she  be  directed  also  to  pre- 
sent this  matter  to  other  Mission  Boards  and  to  ask  their 
interest  and  patronage  with  a  view  that  their  missionaries 
may  have  the  benefit  of  the  advantages  thus  secured.  Re- 
solved, That  Miss  Bennett  be  furnished  by  this  Board 
with  all  necessary  credentials  to  show  that  she  is  itSi  duly 
appointed  Agent."  Thus  were  her  prayers  answered  and 
she  was  filled  with  delight,  but  said:  "Ladies,  I  do  not 
know  how  to  do  it,  I  do  not  know  the  church,  I  do  not 
know  as  much  as  how  to  begin. ' '  However,  she  was  ready 
to  learn,  and  she  did  learn  her  lesson  well,  as  history 
shows.  One  of  her  life  texts  was,  ' '  Commit  thy  works  unto 
the  Lord  and  thy  thoughts  shall  be  satisfied. ' '  With  this 
in  her  heart  she  went  in  all  the  new  paths  and  in  all  the 
new  difficulties  "satisfied."  At  the  same  meeting  of  the 
Board  $425.00  was  pledged  as  a  beginning;  Mrs.  Adam 
Hendrix,  $100;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Dowell,  $100;  Mrs.  Juliana 
Hayes,  $100 ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cobb,  $50 ;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Hall,  $50 ; 
Miss  Mary  Helm,  $25.  With  less  than  $500  to  begin  with, 
she  went  forth  to  succeed  and  she  did  succeed.  Mrs.  M.  D. 
Wightman,  President  of  our  own  Conference  Society,  was 
appointed  Associate  Agent  and  canvassed  the  Conferences 
in  the  Southeastern  part  of  our  territory  and  secured 
thousands  of  dollars  for  the  work.  It  was  not  all 
smooth  sailing.  It  was  "bitterly"  opposed  by  some  of  the 
men  in  official  position  who  should  have  sympathized 
with  the  cause  and  given  their  help  to  it.  But  in  less  than 
two  years  the  entire  amount  was  in  hand. 

The  purpose  of  the  women  was  noised  abroad  and 
many  cities  were  anxious  to  have  such  an  institution  with- 
in their  borders.     So  a  number  of  offers  were  forthcoming ; 
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Louisville,  Ky.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Abingdon,  Ya.,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  Asheville,  N.  C,  were  in  the  line  of  asking-  for 
it.  But  the  most  attractive  of  all  came  from  Dr.  Nathan 
Scarritt,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  through  Mrs.  Isabella 
Hendrix,  mother  of  Bishop  Hendrix,  and  a  member  of  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  In  this  offer  both 
land  and  money  were  included.  Miss  Bennett  went  to  see 
Dr.  Scarritt  and  she  tells  of  her  visit  in  the  following 
words:  "On  reaching  Kansas  City,  I  was  met  at  the 
train  by  Dr.  Scarritt  and  was  a  guest  in  his  home  for 
more  than  a  week.  On  Sabbath  evening  Dr.  Scarritt  and 
myself  walked  over  to  the  beautiful  hill  top  overlooking 
the  bluff  of  the  Missouri  river.  While  standing  there  he 
said;  to  me:  'If  you,  like  this,  I  willj  give  you  here  what- 
ever you  think  is  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  the 
school.'  Later  he  said:  'I  will  give  you  $25,000.00,  pro- 
vided you  raise  a  like  amount  for  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ings.'  "     This  offer  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Scarritt,  Dr.  W.  B.  Palmore  and  Miss  Bennett 
were  appointed  a  building  committee  with  instructions  to 
push  the  work  as  rapidly  as  practicable.  This  committee 
was  appointed  May  21st,  1890,  and  the  next  morning  they 
received  the  news  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Scarritt.  At  a  called 
meeting  of  the  Board  the  new  institution  was  namedj  in 
honor  of  this  Christian  gentleman.  The  building  was 
completed  in  1892  and  in  September  of  that  year  its  doors 
were  open  for  students. 

The  officers  looked  as  far  as  to  China  for  the  Princi- 
pal of  the  school  and  elected  Miss  Laura  Haygood,  sister 
of  Bishop  Haygood,  who  declined  because  she  thought  she 
should  continue  her  work  abroad.     The  lot  then  foil  on 
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Missi  Maria  L.  Gibson,  who  was  called  from  the  principal- 
ship  of  a  high  grade  private  school  for  young  women,  in 
Covington,  K}^  She  accepted  the  call  and  her  life  has 
ever  since  been  a  great  part  of  the  school  Avhich  she  has 
''molded  and  directed"  into  a  world-wide  service.  In  ten 
years  the  school  had  representatives  in  the  field  as  follows : 
Brazil,  11;  China,  13;  Mexico,  8;  Cuba,  10;  Korea,  3; 
Japan,  1.  In  the  same  period  1,617  patients  had  received 
treatment  in  the  hospital  and  the  nurse-training  depart- 
ment had  sent  out  35  nurses.  With!  the  increase  of,  years 
there  was  an  increase  of  attendance  and  large  numbers  of 
workers  were  sent  out  every  year  to  both  home  and  foreign 
fields. 

In  1916  there  was  a  call  for  enlargement  of  the 
school  and  decided  changes  were  made  in  faculty  and  in 
curriculum.  Dr.  Ed  F.  Cook  was  elected  President  and 
began  to  bring  about  the  desired  changes,  the  purpose  of 
which  was  to  secure  a  charter  which  would  give  college 
rank  to  the  institution  and  empower  it  to  confer  degrees. 
There  w^ere  alx)ut  this  time  as  many  as  430  graduates  and 
312  students  were  serving  in  every  field  the  church  had 
entered.  In  preparation  for  this  enlargement  there  was 
clearly  need  for  the  removal  to  another  location.  In  1919 
a  committee  was  appoinetd  to  find  the  place.  In  1920  the 
committee  asked  for  more  time.  In  1921,  while  the  ques- 
tion of  location  was  still  pending,  Dr.  Cook  resigned,  hav- 
ing been  called  to  another  office  in  the  church,  and  Dr.  J. 
L.  Cunningham  Avas  elected.  On  September  12th,  1923, 
the  joint  committee  reported.  ''In  the  light  of  all  the  facts 
assembled  the  joint  committee  recommends  to  the  Board 
of  Missions  (1)  That  the  proposition  from  the  citizens  of 
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Nashville  be  accepted  and  that  the  Scarritt  Bible  and 
Training  School  be  located  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  (2)  That 
the  institution  may  be  affiliated  with  the  Geo.  Peabody 
College  for  Teachers,  with  the  understanding  that  it  shall 
have  its  own  separate  identity,  free  from  any  organic  al- 
liance with  or  control  by  any  other  institution.  Affiliation 
shall  mean  only  the  privilege  of  securing  at  a  minimum 
cost  such  educational  advantages  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  general  sentiment  of  the  church."  After  long  and 
thorough  discussion  the  Board  adopted  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  by  a  vote  of  37  to  18.  Accordingly 
a  place  was  found  and  secured  and  a  charter  made  definite- 
ly specifying  that  the  school  is  "to  be  owned  and  controlled 
by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  through  its 
General  Conference  and  such  agency  as  said  General  Con- 
ference shall  thereunto  appoint.  In  uniting  with  the  other 
missionary  forces  of  the  church  in  this  new  location  and 
new  program,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  has  it 
clearly  underetood  and  agreed  that  what  it  has  invested 
belongs  to  the  Council  and  will  continue  so  to  do,  so  that 
in  the  case  of  the  final  closing  up  of  the  institution  the 
Council  would  receive  back  its  proportionate  share  of  the 
proceeds.  The  name  of  the  school  was  changed  to  "Scar- 
ritt College  for  Christian  Workers,"  and  the  first  Board 
of  Trustees,  who  are  to  "hold  office  till  their  successors  or 
the  successors  of  any  of  them  are  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,"  were  appointed  as  follows:  Bishops 
E.  D.  Mouzon,  W.  B.  Beauchamp  and  H.  M.  DuBose, 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Stephens,  Miss  Estha  Case,  Miss  Mabel  Howell, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Downs,  Mrs.  J.  H.  McCoy,  Mrs.  Luke  John- 
son, Miss  Maria  L.  Gibson,  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Owen,  Mrs.  L. 
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P.  Smith,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Steele,  Mrs.  Carrie  G.  Cox,  Mrs.  Lee 
Brit,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Newell,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Kirkwood,  Mrs.  J  N. 
McEachern  Mrs.  R.  H.  Lacey,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Murrey,  Mrs. 
C.  F.  Elza,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hobdy,  Miss  Daisy  Davies,  Mrs. 
Nat  G.  Rollings,  E.  H.  Rawlings,  W.  W.  Pinson,  R.  H. 
Russell,  J.  W.  Perry,  J.  L.  Cunninggim,  P.  D.  Maddin, 
Charles  W.  Scarritt,  John  R.  Pepper,  T.  S.  Southgate, 
Walter  Keith,  and  C.  A.  Craig.  The  Missionary  Council 
in  session  in  Tampa  in  1924,  was  told  that  the  city  of 
Nashville  had  secured  the  $50,000  pledged  and  that  the 
Methodists  had  added  $15,000.00.  On  the  morning  of 
October  1st,  1924,  Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers 
opened  its  doors  for  the  first  session,  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
Dr.  J.  L.  Cunninggim,  President.  It  is  located  in  Nash- 
ville, on  Nineteenth  Avenue,  ''about  five  minutes  walk 
from  Peabody  College,  with  eight  acres  of  land  in  the 
campus.  On  these  lands  are  nine  residences  which  can 
be  used  for  school  purposes  while  the  permanent  buildings 
are  being  erected." 

It  was  determined  at  the  Council  meeting  in  1923  to 
erect  an  adequate  Memorial  Building  on  the  new  grounds 
in  honor  of  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett,  whose  devoted  and 
sacrificial  ser^^ce  had  made  all  this  possible.  Mrs  W.  M. 
Wightman  was  also  remembered  in  this  scheme,  since  she 
was  the  very  efficient  associate  of  Miss  Bennett  in  securing 
funds  for  the  erection  of  the  first  Scarritt.  The  committee 
appointed  in  1923  reported  in  1924  as  follows:  ''Your 
committee  recommends  (1)  That  the  proposed  adminis- 
tration building  of  the  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers,  to  be  erected  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  shall  be  a 
memorial  of  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett.  (2)  That  the  amount 
of  the  Belle  H.  Bennett  memorial  fund,  over  and  above 
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the  amount  necessary  for  the  building  and  equipping  of 
the  administration  building,  be  used  for  the  endowment  of 
the  Bible  Department  of  the  institution.  (3)  That  inas- 
much as  Mrs.  W.  M.  Wightman  was  a  fellow  worker  wath 
Miss  Bennett  in  raising  the  funds  for  the  establishment  of 
Searritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  that  permission  be 
granted  to  place  a  memorial  to  Mrs.  Wightman  within  the 
Belle  H.  Bennett  memorial  building.  (4)  That  the  cam- 
paign be  continued  along'  the  same  line  as  heretofore  pro- 
jected,, with  a  minimum  goal  of  $5.00  per  capita  as  a  Con- 
ference basis  and  that  when  needful  the  Society  will  lend 
assistance  in  platform  work  in  the  field."  In  June,  1924, 
the  amount  in  hand  was  $46,325.07,  during  that  year  $80,- 
224.92  was  added,  making  a  total  of  $126,549.99  by  Jan- 
uary, 1925.  In  addition,  there  are  pledges  which,  added  to 
the  cash,  will  approximate  one-half  million  dollars. 


WIGHTMAN  MEMORIAL 


No  part  of  the  church  is  in  advance  of  South  Carolina 
in  admiration  of  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett.  To  this  we  all 
agree.  But  who  is  there  among  women  that  can  take  the 
place  in  our  hearts  of  Mrs.  W.  M.  Wightman,  state-wide 
and  church-wide  admired  and  beloved.  We  are  not  sur- 
prised that  the  Council  recognized  her  in  the  question  of 
a  memorial  at  Searritt  College  and  that  the  "women  of 
South  Carolina  have  asked  the  privilege  of  building  as 
far  as  possible"  the  beautiful  chapel  in  her  honor.  And 
the  women  of  South  Carolina  will  do  it. 

There  have  been  thirteen  meetings  of  each  Conference 
in  our  state  since  the  Home  and  Foreign  Societies  united. 
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For  a  number  of  years  before  the  division  the  South  Caro- 
lina Conference  led  in  contributions.  Since  the  division 
their  combined  contributions  would  keep  them  near  the 
top. 


Part  III— The  Pioneer  Auxiliaries 


CHAPTER  I 
SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE  AUXILIARIES 


CHARLESTON  DISTRICT 


SPRING  STREET,    CHARLESTON 


This  Auxiliary  was  the  seventh  organized  in  the  State. 
On  a  Sunday  afternoon,  March  23,  1879,  Mrs.  Wightman 
met  forty  women  of  the  church  in  their  church  building 
and  helped  them  organize  a  W.  F.  M.  Society.  Some  of 
the  officers  are :  President :  Mrs.  McMillan ;  Vice  Presi- 
dent :  Mrs.  Wm.  Dishen ;  Corresponding  Secretary :  Miss 
Pauline  Haselton;  Recording  Secretary:  Miss  Carrie 
Johnson;  Treasurer:   Mrs.  L.  D.  Turner. 

None  of  the  original  members  are  now  living,  but 
there  is  one  member  of  the  church  who  as  a  girl  of  eighteen 
was  a  witness  and  later  became  a  very  active  member — 
Mrs.  Gruber. 

The  society  has  been  every  faithful  in  its  work  and 
has  given  special  attention  to  work  among  the  young,  hav- 
ing had  for  years  these  young  people  in  training  for  use- 
fulness in  future  years  in  the  Palmetto  Leaves  and  Young 
Peoples  societies. 

The  society  has  never  been  a  large  one  though  at  one 
time  the  roll  had  sixty  names. 

Mrs.  Boliek  is  now  President  and  Mrs.  S.  R.  Kingston, 
Recording  Secretary,  which  position  she  has  held  for  quite 
a  number  of  years. 
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BETHEL,   CHARLESTON 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Bethel  Church 
has  a  priceless  possession  in  the  minute  book  of  the  early 
years  of  its  history.  From  it  we  learn  that  the  date  of  or- 
ganization was  February  26tli,  1879,  and  that  Mrs. 
"Bishop"  Wightman  presided  at  the  meeting.  Her  illus- 
trious husband  also  assisted  in  the  organization.  Mrs. 
Wightman  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  monthly  meet- 
ings at  the  first,  giving  largely,  to  this  little  band  of 
pioneer  women,  of  her  store  of  missionary  information 
and  inspiration.  There  was  no  roll  kept  of  the  thirty-four 
charter  members,  but  a  study  of  the  minutes  of  the  first 
two  or  three  years  furnished  many  names  of  that  noble 
band. 

The  first  president  was  Mrs.  S.  A.  Whitney,  vice  presi- 
dents, Mrs.  B.  S.  D.  Muckenfuss,  and  Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Power ; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Burrows;  corresponding 
secretary.  Miss  Annie  Warren ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  T.  E.  Wan- 
namaker.  The  following  were  also  charter  members:  Mrs. 
F.  J.  Pelzer  (who  was  the  first  Conference  Treasurer), 
Miss  Kate  Burnham,  Mrs.  Wm.  Conner,  Miss  Horse,  Miss 
Eugenia  Burnham,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Davis,  Mrs.  Rena  Burnham 
Muckenfuss,  ]\Iiss  Rena  Bateman,  Mrs.  Graham,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Marshall,  Mrs.  Ben  Muckenfuss,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Miller,  Mrs.  Segle,  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  LaPar. 

From  the  minutes  of  June,  1879,  we  quote:  "Mrs. 
Wightman  by  way  of  encouragement  mentioned  that  at  the 
recent  convention  held  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  South  Carolina 
was  declared  the  banner  state,  having  more  auxiliaries  and 
a  larger  number  of  members  than  any  state. ' '   May,  1880 : 


92  FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928 

''The  president  reported  a  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Bishop 
Wightman,  that  a  penny  collection  be  raised  at  each 
monthly  meeting,  the  proceeds  of  which  should  be  used  as 
a  contingent  fund  for  the  society. ' '  August,  1880 :  ' '  The 
corresponding  secretary  then  read  a  communication  from 
the  agent  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  $11.00  from  twenty-two  subscribers 
to  the  paper,  and  urging  others  to  subscribe  at  once." 

During  the  first  years  of  its  history  Bethel  Society 
raised  $101.26.  Last  year  (1927)  the  total  sent  to  the  con- 
ference treasurer  was  $577.25. 

One  of  our  members  is  at  work  in  the  Orient,  Miss 
Annie  Bell  Williams,  who,  while  here  at  home  served  for 
several  years  as  Lady  Manager  of  the  Juvenile  Society — 
The  Palmetto  Leaves.  She  is  now  in  Japan,  connected 
with  the  Lambuth  Training  School  for  Christian  Workers. 
She  is  also  working  among  the  industrial  women  at  Osaka. 

The  following  gives  the  names  of  the  presidents  and 
their  times  of  service:  1879-1888,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Whitney; 
1888-1891,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Smart;  1891-1912,  Miss  M.  L.  Le- 
Queux ;  1912-1914,  Mrs.  L.  V.  Emery.  In  1914,  Miss  Mary 
Hamlin  was  elected  and  since  then  the  following  have 
served :  Mrs.  John  A.  McCormack,  Miss  Janie  May  Smith, 
Mrs.  Aubry  Davis.  Mrs.  W.  M.  Cogswell  is  the  present 
incumbent. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  T. 


TRINITY,  CHARLESTON 


Trinity  Church,   Charleston,   S.  C,  stands  a  pioneer 
in  Southern  Methodism  in  the  annals  of  foreign  missions. 
In  1848  inspired  by  the  earnest  appeals  of  Dr.  Wight- 
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man  (afterwards  Bishop)  in  his  editorials  in  the  Southern 
Christian  Advocate  to  the  Southern  Methodist  Clmrch  to 
take  up  missionary  work  in  China,  Benjamin  Jenkins,  his 
associate  in  the  Advocate  office  and  fellow  member  of 
Trinit}^  Church,  volunteered  to  go — Dr.  Chas.  Taylor  of 
the  South  Carolina  Conference  had  also  volunteered — a 
farewell  service  was  held  in  Trinity  Church  and  these  two 
heroic  men  were  the  first  representatives  of  the  Southern 
Church  to  reach  China  and  there  begin  missionary  work. 

Three  decades  later  the  General  Conference  authorized 
the  formation  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Socie- 
ties. The  women  of  Trinity  hold  a  place  among  the 
pioneers,  having  been  organized  into  an  auxiliary  on 
March  10,  1879.  Mrs.  David  Walker  was  the  first  Prasi- 
dent,  succeeded  by  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  who  for  thirty 
years  led  the  women  in  this  great  movement  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Christ's  Kingdom.  Since  Mrs.  Wightman 's 
death,  there  have  been  three  other  presidents:  Mrs.  Le- 
land  Moore,  Miss  May  Wightman  and  Miss  Willie  Cham- 
berlain. Through  the  years  the  Sunday  School  has  co- 
operated with  the  Society  by  supporting  a  scholarship  in 
one  of  the  mission  schools.  These  scholarships,  four  in 
number,  were  named  successively  for  the  following  mem- 
bers: Virginia  Walker,  Maria  Wightman,  Nora  Nelson, 
Edith  Chamberlain. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  work  of  the  Board  several 
specials  have  been  supported,  among  them  the  Nimg  Teh 
Day  School  at  Soochow;  a  missionary  in  Laura  Haywood 
School  (Miss  Stanford)  and  Bible  Women. 

Trinity  Auxiliary  responds  liberally  to  every  call  and 
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recently  contributed  more  than  her  quota  to   the  Belle 
Bennett  Memorial. 

Mission  study  classes  have  held  an  important  place 
from  the  beginning  to  the  present. 

This  Auxiliary  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference  Wo- 
man's Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  Trinity  Church, 
April  2-3,  1880,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman,  Conference  Presi- 
dent. This  was  the  first  public  meeting  in  the  history  of 
the  State  presided  over  and  conducted  by  women ! 

M.  L.  Wightman 


BETHEL,  WALTERBORO 


The  missionary  society  of  the  Walterboro  Bethel 
Methodist  Church  would  be  on  the  eve  of  celebrating  her 
fiftieth  anniversary  but  for  the  fact  that  between  1878  and 
1900  there  were  a  few  years  when  the  society  seems  not 
to  have  been  actively  at  work,  but  even  during  those 
years  while  there  is  no  authentic  record  of  a  missionary 
society  yet  members  of  the  church  today  can  recall  when 
there  were  societies  working  under  the  leadership  of  several 
of  the  pastors '  wives,  for  instance,  Mrs.  James  Kilgo,  in  the 
years  1890-92,  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Jones,  in  the  years 
1894-96. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1900  the  pastor  reports 
no  missionary  society,  but  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
the  entry  **a  missionary  society  is  organized"  makes  the 
heart  glad. 

In  1878,  when  Walterboro  was  on  a  circuit  comprised  of 
seventeen  churches  the  first  missionary  society  was  formed. 
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Mrs.  English  Williams,  of  Cottageville,  the  wife  of  a 
prominent  doctor  of  the  day,  came  to  Walterlwro  to  or- 
ganize this  society  on  the  circuit.  The  circuit  was  made 
up  of  Walterboro,  Cottageville,  Hendersonville,  Jones- 
ville,  Green's  Chapel,  and  a  number  of  other  smaller 
churches. 

The  ladies  met  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  Ben  Stokes,  a  truly  typical  Methodist  setting, 
for  out  of  that  home  later  came  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Stokes,  a 
loyal  Methodist  preacher  who  died  just  a  few  years  ago 
after  years  spent  in  the  ministry,  and  it  is  his  son  and  Mr. 
Ben  Stokes'  grandson, — the  Rev.  Marion  B.  Stokes — who 
has  been  and  is  now  serving  as  a  missionary  to  Korea. 
From  that  home  also  came  women  who  served  their  church 
well :  Miss  Helen  ]\Ialone,  a  grand  daughter,  served  the 
missionary  cause  and  the  interests  of  her  church  through 
her  leadership  in  the  missionary  society  for  years. 

A  missionary  society  organized  amidst  such  'Christ- 
ian influence  could  never  really  die,  and  has  never  really 
died  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  love  the  Kingdom.  So  as 
we  pick  up  the  threads  of  the  story  some  years  later  we 
are  not  surprised  to  find  a  group  of  women  "carrying  on," 
sometimes  even  without  a  leader,  yet  with  members  de- 
termined not  to  let  go. 

The  roll  call  of  that  first  organization  contains  the 
names  of  such  women  as  Mrs.  John  Witsell,  Miss  Lizzie 
Lemacks,  Mrs.  Frank  Griselle.  Mrs.  Eliza  0 'Bryan,  and 
Misses  Maggie  and  Leila  0 'Bryan.  There  were  others, 
but  the  records  are  lost  and  one  has  to  depend  on  memory 
to  give  the  few.  These  are  some  of  the  women  who  carried 
on  the  work  for  vears. 
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As  the  years  pass  by  the  society  finds  itself  once  more 
without  a  leader.  But  fortunately  for  the  life  of  the  society 
two  young  girls  had  joined  a  year  previous,  and  although 
too  young  to  serve  as  officers,  yet  kept  it  together  and  took 
an  active  part  in  its  devotional  life.  One  of  these  young 
girls  was  Miss  Nellie  Sanders,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Gadsden, 
of  Florence,  whose  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  K.  Sanders, 
are  remembered  in  the  early  history  of  the  church;  the 
other  was  Miss  Ida  Mae  Fishburne,  also  from  a  family  of 
loyal  Methodists,  and  who  was  to  be  heard  from  later  as 
closely  identified  with  missionary  work. 

Finally  a  meeting  of  the  ladies  was  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selecting  a  leader  for  the  society.  Miss  Helen 
Malone  was  asked  to  serve  as  president  and  accepted. 
Some  years  later  we  find  her  still  at  the  helm  and  proving 
the  wisdom  of  the  choice  made  that  day.  How  she  met 
the  duties  and  obligations  of  her  office  and  influenced 
others'  to  come  into  the  society  and  hold  high  the  torch 
dropped  from  the  hands  of  the  older  members  asi  time 
wrought  its  changes  is  one  of  the  unwritten  stories  of  the 
society. 

Today  the  society  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  the  labors 
of  these  workers  and  from  the  homes  of  its  members  have 
come  the  best  workers  for  the  church. 

Perhaps  it  was  during  those  years  of  responsibility 
felt  for  the  fate  of  the  society  that  Miss  Fishburne  im- 
bibed enough  missionary  zeal  to  cause  her  to  desire  to  give 
her  life  in  its  service,  for  after  graduating  from  Colum- 
bia College  and  teaching  for  a  number  of  years  we  find 
her  again  in  a  missionary  atmosphere  at  Scarritt  and 
volunteering  for  service.     She  served  as  pastor's  assistant 
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in  Central  Methodist  church  in  Savannah,  and  again  in 
Asheville.  Today  she  is  to  be  found  as  superintendent  of 
the  Virginia  K.  Johnson  Home  and  Training  School  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  where  she  is  having  wonderful  experiences 
in  her  work. 

The  society  in  Walterboro  has  now  the  largest  member- 
ship in  its  history.  Each  year  it  meets  its  pledge  to  the 
foreign  work,  and  in  "labors  more  abundant"  has  served 
the  various  missionary  causes.  No  longer  is  there  a  no'te  of 
doubt  in  any  pastor's  report  of  the  work,  but  in  the  words 
of  one  of  its  later  pastors  we  can  say:  "The  missionary 
society  is  doing  its  work."  And  what  more  could  one  ask? 
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MAMIE    CHANDLER 
Jackson,    Miss. 


SUSIE  PRUITT 

CoUegio  Americana,   Porto  Alegre, 

Brazil 


BROOKSIE  DAVENPORT 

Wesley  House,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 


SARAH  KEE 
Bluefield    District,   W.   Va. 


FLORENCE  DISTRICT 


TIMMONSVILLE 


The  first  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  South  Caro- 
lina was  organized  in  Timmonsville  January  24,  1879,  by 
the  late  Rev.  H.  G.  Wells  with  thirty-two  members. 

The  first  president  of  the  society  was  Mrs.  Rebecca 
DeBerry,  other  officers  elected  at  the  same  time  were  Mrs. 
Fannie  Wells;  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Divver,  Only  twO'  of  the 
thirty-two  members  survive,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Cook  and  Mrs. 
Bessie  Halford.  Succeeding  Mrs.  DeBerry  as  president 
was  Mrs.  Fannie  Wells.  Then  came  Mrs.  E.  B.  Divver  who 
served  for  thirty  years,  until  the  time  of  her  death.  She 
was  not  only  faithful  as  president  of  her  own  local  so- 
ciety but  for  twenty-three  years  she  served  as  district 
secretary  of  Florence  District.  After  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Divver,  Mrs.  C.  W.  DuBose  was  elected  president  in  1912 
and  following  in  rotation  were  Mesdames  R.  C.  Rollins, 
W.  R.  McLeod  and  Mrs.  S.  W.  Henry.  No  member  of  this 
society  has  ever  answered  the  call,  ''Go  ye  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature,"  but  in  1915  Timmonsville  and 
Pisgah  churches  supported  Miss  Bertha  Attaway,  mission- 
ary in  China,  and  other  native  workers  in  different  fields, 
always  responding  to  every  call.  Every  branch  of  the 
work  has  been  subscribed  to  and  has  had  a  place  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  our  women. 

The  Auxiliary  has  had  three  conference  officers  as 
members,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Diwer,  District  Secretary,  and  in 
1915  when  the  Conference  was  divided  and  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of    Social    Service    created.    Miss    Annie 
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Shulcr  (now  Mrs.  A.  R.  Garner)  was  elected  to  this 
position  in  the  South  Carolina  Conference  which  she  held 
until  May,  1918,  when  she  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Henry,  the  present  superintendent,  also  the  local  president. 

Forty-eight  years  have  passed  since  the  organization 
of  the  society.  Twice  during  this  time  the  society  has 
been  hostess  to  the  District  Missionary  Meeting.  In  1914 
with  Mrs.  C.  E.  Exum  presiding,  other  Conference  officers 
and  visitors  attending  were  Mrs.  R.  L.  Kirkwood,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary;  Mrs.  J.  P.  McNeil,  Treasurer;  Miss 
Maria  Capers,  returned  missionary  from  Mexico,  and  Miss 
Bertha  Attaway,  a  recent  graduate  of  Scarritt  Training 
School.  Much  interest  was  manifested  and  after  this 
Meeting  Timmonsville  and  Pisgah  churches  decided  to 
support  Miss  Attaway  in  China. 

Again  in  1927  Timmonsville  entertained  the  District 
Conference  with  Mrs.  J.  Mclntyre,  District  Secretary, 
presiding,  and  the  following  Conference  officers  present : 
Mrs.  W.  I.  Herbert,  Conference  President ;  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Kirkwood,  Recording  Secretary;  Mrs.  J.  P.  McNeil,  Treas- 
urer; also  two  returned  missionaries.  Miss  Mamie  Myers 
from  Korea  and  Miss  Louise  Best  from  Brazil. 

The  women  of  this  pioneer  society  are  so  glad  to  have 
a  part  in  this  great  work,  and  the  spirit  of  those  who 
continue  to  '* carry  on"  will  ever  be  for  the  achievement 
of  greater,  nobler  and  more  Christ-like  activities. 


FLORENCE 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Florence  Method- 
ist church  was  organized  March  16,  1879,  by  Miss  M.  C. 
Wollard.    Miss  M.  C.  Wollard  was  made  president ;  Mrs. 
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Mary  Gayle,  vice  president;  Mre.  W.  A.  Brunson,  secre- 
tary; Mrs.  James  Allen,  corresponding  secretary,  and 
Miss  Lizzie  McSween,  treasurer.  Other  members  of  our 
first  society  were:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Mood  (our  pastor's  wife)  ; 
Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  Sing,  Mrs.  P.  A.  Brunson,  Mrs.  Allen 
Hamby,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Hamby,  Mrs.  Eliza  Corby,  Mrs.  Henry, 
Mrs.  Gilbert,  Mrs.  Finklea,  Mrs.  Thompson,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Chase.  Of  all  these,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Chase  (Mrs.  H.  B. 
Browne,  Coit  Street,  Florence)  and  Miss  Lizzie  McSween 
(Mrs.  T.  H.  Harllee,  R  .F.  D.,  Florence)  are  alive. 

In  1883  Rev.  W.  T.  Capers  was  sent  to  us.  Mrs. 
Capers  became  our  president,  with  Mrs.  W.  A.  Brunson, 
secretary,  and  Miss  Lizzie  McSween,  treasurer.  We  took 
on  new  life ;  our  meetings  were  full  of  pep ;  we  discussed 
some  particular  work  and  worker.  I  think  every  mem- 
ber of  our  society  took  our  '' Missionary  Advocate." 

Mrs.  Humbert  was  our  next  president.  Mrs.  Brun- 
son, Mrs.  Howie,  Miss  Ruth  Allen,  and  Mrs.  Hines  acted 
in  official  capacity. 

In  1890  our  next  president  was  Miss  Lula  Mucken- 
fuss,  with  Mrs.  M.  B.  Chase,  corresjDonding  secretary,  Mrs. 
James  Allen,  recording  secretary,  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hines, 
treasurer. 

The  society  seemed  to  have  been  suspended  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  in  1894  it  was  reorganized  by  Mrs.  "W.  W. 
Daniel.  Mrs.  W.  I.  Herbert  succeeded  her  as  president, 
with  Mrs.  McLendon,  vice  president;  Miss  Emma  Wilson 
and  Mi's.  Rollins,  scretaries.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hines,  treas- 
urer.   We  had  onlj^  ten  meml)ers  on  our  roll. 

The  church  has  never  sent  out  a  missionary,  but  while 
Rev.  R.  H.  Jones  was  pastor  in  1908-11,  we  partly  support- 
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ed  Rev.  DeCampos,  A  Brazilian  worker,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  Catholic  priest.  In  1927  we  took  over  the  support 
of  Rev.  H.  P.  Jones  (and  family)  as  our  missionary.  The 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  the  Lambuth  Mission- 
ary Society  have  taken  Miss  Williamson  to  support. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1898,  Mrs.  Walter  I.  Herbert 
was  made  a  life  member,  the  certificate  being  presented  to 
her  on  her  birthday. 


The  Lambuth  Auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference  was  organized 
in  Florence,  February  27,  1920,  with  thirty-one  members. 
The  following  officers  were  elected :  President,  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Dudley;  Superintendent  Young  People,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Syd- 
nor;  Superintendent  Juniors,  Mrs.  H.  K.  Upham;  Superin- 
tendent Social  Service,  Mrs.  S.  W.  Monroe;  Superintend- 
ent Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  A.  Byers;  Superintendent 
Supplies,  Mrs.  Lucy  Heape  Jones;  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, Mre.  E.  L.  McCoy;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Ward,  Jr. ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Ivey ;  Agent  of  Voice, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Moore;  Reporter,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Lewis. 

The  Auxiliary  was  named  for  a  missionary,  Mrs.  Ida 
Lambuth,  mother  of  Bishop  Lambuth.  At  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  Lambuth  Auxiliary  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  (Florence)  had  been  in  active  service  for 
years,  but  as  the  society  had  grown  so  large  and  the  Circle 
Plan  was  not  yet  in  use  in  our  Missionary  Conference  a 
number  of  women  thought  a  better  and  a  greater  work 
could  be  done  if  tlie  society  would  split  or  a  new  one  l3e 
formed — giving  the  women  the  privilege  of  being  a  mem- 
ber of  whichever  society  they  preferred.   The  charter  mem- 
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bers  of  Lanibuth  were  members  of  the  "Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  and  a  number  remained  as  members  of  botli 
societies  for  a  few  years. 

The  Lambuth  Auxiliary  in  1920  undertook  for  its 
Special  the  support  of  a  Bible  Woman — known  as  the 
"Alice  Gresham" — stationed  in  China.  This  Special  con- 
tinued until  1927.  In  1926  support  was  also  given  for  an 
additional  Bible  Woman. 

For  its  Special  Work  in  1927  the  Lambuth  Auxiliary 
and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  combined  pledged 
to  support  a  missionary.  Wo  were  assigned  Miss  Ethel 
Williamson,  who  was  sent  to  Cuba  for  duty.  This  will 
be  The  Lambuth 's  Special  Work  for  the  year  1928  also. 

Since  its  organization  the  Lambuth  Auxiliary  has 
done  a  considerable  bit  of  local  work.  Sent  supplies  to 
needy  calls  from  the  Conference  and  made  the  Honor 
Roll  in  the  Belle  Bennett  Memorial,  having  had  Mrs.  J.  P. 
McNeill's  name  (our  Conference  Treasurer)  enrolled  in 
the  Book  of  Remembrance, 

The  Auxiliary  has  been  active  in  all  branches  of  its 
work;  has  always  had  active  superintendents  of  Young 
People  and  Juniors  who  oversee  the  work  in  their  respect- 
ive departments,  in  which  some  splendid  results  have 
been  accomplished.  Each  year  the  Week  of  Prayer  is  ob- 
served and  a  Self-Denial  offering  is  taken. 

The  Circle  Plan  was  put  into  operation  in  1924,  the 
Society  being  divided  into  four  circles.  This  plan  has 
worked  very  successfully  and  affords  an  excellent  way  to 
study  the  Mission  Study  books.  For  the  past  two  years, 
two  books,  one  home  and  one  foreign,  have  been  studied 
each  year. 
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The  Auxiliary  lias  grown  from  thirty-one  to  eighty- 
five  members.  Although  Lambuth  may  have  fallen  short 
in  many  ways  in  having  done  the  best  possible  work,  the 
Auxiliary  after  eight  years  of  service  enters  the  year  of 
Jubilee  rejoicing  in  the  past  and  hopeful  for  greater  years 
in  the  future  in  the  Master's  Service.  We  can  "do  all 
things  through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  us." 
Florence,  S.  C, 
February  7,  1928 


CHERAW 


This  Society  was  organized  in  the  summer  of  1886, 
by  Mrs.  Humbert  of  sainted  memory,  whose  husband  was 
at  that  time  pastor  of  the  Cheraw  Methodist  Church.  This 
date  of  organization  puts  us  on  the  list  of  Pioneer  So- 
cieties. 

We  have  been  unable  to  locate  the  roll  of  charter 
members.  Many  of  them  have  gone  to  their  reward.  Mrs. 
Caston,  whose  time  and  talents  were  used  unsparingly  in 
developing  the  missionary  spirit  among  the  women  of  the 
Church,  was  the  main  spring  of  the  movement  for  many 
years,  and  in  appreciation  of  her  efforts,  the  name  Sallie 
Caston  Missionary  Society  was  thought  most  fitting,  and 
was  given  to  the  Society.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  a  beloved  wo- 
man who  is  still  a  shining  example  of  consecrated  effort 
in  the  Master's  service,  gave  much  of  herself  in  strength- 
ening and  building  up  the  work  during  the  years  of  her 
husband's  pastorate  in  Cheraw.  Another  much  loved 
woman,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Harrell,  for  about  thirty  years  carried 
on  as  treasurer  of  the  Society,  until  failing  health  com- 
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pelled  lier  to  lay  down  what  had  been  ahnost  a  life-work, 
performed  with  wonderful  fidelity  and  cheerfulness  of 
spirit.  To  her  unflagging  zeal  is  due  the  fact  that  the 
Society  has,  through  the  years,  met  nearly  every  financial 
demand  made  upon  it,  attaining  as  one  of  its  latest  achieve- 
ments, a  place  on  the  Belle  Bennett  Memorial  Honor  Roll. 

For  some  years  there  was  no  Home  Mission  Society. 
But  about  1904  a  Ladies'  Aid  evolved  that  for  several 
years  did  marvelous  work  in  the  local  field  in  developing 
Methodism.  Then  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  proper, 
took  its  place  and  has  since  continued  the  work  success- 
fully, in  its  various  ramifications. 

Other  fruits  of  the  labors  of  the  mother  organization 
are  the  Mabel  Kirby  Missionary  Society,  the  Junior  League 
and  the  Cradle  Roll— the  first  composed  of  the  older  girls 
of  the  Church — the  last,  of  the  very  youngest  boys  and 
girls,  from  the  tiny  tots  up  to  the  first  graders  in  the 
Sunday  School. 

The  membership  of  the  Mother  Society  holds  its  own 
steadily — numbering  between  forty-five  and  fifty  faithful 
adherents. 

Blanche  Robey  Kinsey,  Historian 


TRINITY,  DARLINGTON 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Trinity  church, 
Darlington,  was  organized  April  6,  1879,  with  seventeen 
members.  The  officers  were :  President,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Boyd ; 
Vice  President,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Boyd ;  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  A.  C.  Spain;  Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Berta 
Spain;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  John  Woods.    Among  other  names 
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appear  the  folllowing  as  charter  members:  Mrs.  Gregg 
McColl,  Mrs.  Laura  V.  Zimmerman,  Mrs.  A.  Jones,  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Parrot,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Haynsworth,  Mrs.  C.  K. 
Rogers,  Miss  Willie  Skinner,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Woods,  Miss  A.  H. 
Spain. 

Mrs.  John  Woods,  the  only  surviving  resident  member, 
tells  interesting  stories  of  the  efforts  of  this  determined 
little  band.  They  had  no  parsonage,  so  rented  two  rooms, 
in  a  house  still  standing  on  Sanders  Street,  for  their 
bachelor  pastor.  Then,  lacking  furniture,  they  resorted  to 
the  plan  of  having  each  member  of  the  society  bring  a 
piece  of  furniture  from  her  own  home.  Nor  did  they  limit 
the  pieces  to  one  each,  for  Mrs.  Woods  contributed  a  half 
dozen  chairs.  This  was  a  small  beginning,  but  it  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  commodious  and  well-furnished  par- 
sonage of  Trinity  church  now  enjoyed  by  its  pastor.  Al- 
though the  society  disbanded  for  a  while,  the  spirit  was 
still  undaunted  in  the  hearts  of  these  good  women,  and 
when  reorganized  in  1883  it  was  to  an  enlarged  vision  and 
a  greater  service.  One  of  the  first  in  the  Conference)  to 
have  work  in  the  mill  village  was  Trinity  church.  One 
of  her  own  daughters  did  faithful  and  fruitful  work,  Miss 
Bettie  Lawson.  There  was  also  a  deaconess  from  the  wo- 
man's work  regularly  employed  here.  One  young  life  has 
been  given  for  foreign  missionary  service — Miss  Ethel 
Williamson,  a  member  of  Trinity  church,  is  now  working 
in  Cuba. 

From  April  6  to  December,  1879,  the  society  grew 
from  seventeen  to  twenty-eight  members,  and  contributed 
$19.20.     Quoting  a  recent  report : 

"For  the  conference  year  of  1927    our  society   paid 
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$494.52  on  pledge  and  dues,  and  raised  $611.30  in  other 
ways,  making  a  total  of  $1,105.82. 

' '  We  support  a  school  in  Korea  which  bears  the  name 
"Darlington  Day  School";  and  we  furnish  clothes  for  a 
girl  at  Epworth  Orphanage. 

"Last  year  we  gave  a  $100  invalid  chair  to  a  young 
man,  who  is  unable  to  work.  Through  the  Red  Cross  we 
sent  Soldiers'  Bags  valued  at  $10.  These  were  given  for 
Christmas  presents. 

"At  a  cost  of  $111  we  placed  beautiful  shrubbery 
around  our  church. 

"In  September  we  gave  a  farewell  shower  for  Miss 
Ethel  Williamson  before  she  sailed  for  Cuba. 

"Eighty-seven  members  have  been  enrolled  for  1928. 
These  are  divided  into  four  circles.  Mrs.  J.  R.  Lyles  is 
president  of  the  society  and  the  four  circle  leaders  are 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Watson,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Haynsworth,  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Condor  and  Mrs.  O.  C.  Lyles. 

"Mrs.  J.  R.  Coggeshall  is  spiritual  leader  for  Jubilee 
year.  She  served  twelve  years  as  president  before  the 
election  of  Mrs.  Lyles. ' ' 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Holliday 


BENNETTSVILLE 


The   Woman's  Foreign  Missionary   Society    of    the 
South  Carolina  Conference  was  organized  at  Newberry, 
S.  C,  December  16,  1878.    The  following    women    were 
elected  officers  in  this  new  organization : 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Wightman,  Charleston,  S.  C,  President. 
Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Williams,    Charleston,    S.  C,     First    Vice 

President. 
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Mrs.  W.  M.  Martin,  Columbia,  S.  C,  Second  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Mrs.  W.  K.  Blake,  Spartanburg,  S.  C,  Third  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Breeden,  Bennettsville,  S.  C,  Fourth  Vice 
President. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Humbert,  Newberry,  S.  C,  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Chreitzberg,  Columbia,  S.  C,  Recording 
Secretary. 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Pelzer,  Charleston,  S.  C,  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Breeden,  Fourth  Vice  President,  full 
of  enthusiasm  and  strong  in  her  faith  for  this  new  work, 
returned  to  Bennettsville,  her  home  town,  and  began  the 
great  work  of  organizing  societies  in  Marlboro  and  the 
adjoining  counties.  This  was  not  an  easy  job  as  Bennetts- 
ville church  was  still  in  a  circuit.  Mrs.  Breeden  perse- 
vered and  on  Aprill  20,  1879,  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  was  organized  with  fifteen  women  as  members. 
The  following  women  were  charter  members,  all  of 
Bennettsville :  Miss  Mary  R.  McRae,  President ;  Mrs. 
Joseph  L.  Breeden,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
tary ;  Mrs.  Amanda  Townsend,  Treasurer ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
M.  Newton,  Mrs.  Sallie  J.  Adams,  Mrs.  Ella  A.  Livings- 
ton, Mrs.  Rachel  Everett,  Mrs.  Laura  Moore,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Wallace,  Mrs.  Jane  Rowe,  Mrs.  Lucy  Waddill,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Rowe,  Miss  Sallie  Cook. 

Miss  Mary  R.  McRae  served  as  President  till  1895, 
when  her  pli.ysieal  infirmities  forced  her  to  resign.  Miss 
McRae  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Emanuel,  who  served 
as  president  for  several  years.    Mrs.  Amanda  Townsend 
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served  as  treasurer  tilL  her  death  in  1885.  Mrs.  Ella  A. 
Livingston  was  elected  to  succeed  ]Mrs.  Townsend  and 
served  only  a  short  time  when  Mrs.  K.  M.  Newton  was 
elected  treasurer  of  the  society.  At  different  tiniesi  dur- 
ing these  forty  years,  Mrs.  Newton  has  served  as  treas- 
urer. Mrs.  Ella  A.  Livingston,  Greenville,  S.  C,  is  the 
only  living  charter  member  of  this  society.  Dues  were 
then  $1.10.  The  first  year's  collection  amounted  to  $20.95. 
All  through  these  years  of  infancy  and  weakness, 
Mrs.  Breeden  Avas  the  foster  mother  of  the  society.  She 
did  the  praying,  the  singing,  and  the  talking  and  kept  up 
Avith  the  finances.  Mrs.  Breeden  and  Mrs.  Wightman 
were  devoted  friends  and  co-workers.  In  the  eighties 
another  devoted  worker  in  this  society  was  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Stokes.  Her  husband  being  pastor  of  the  Bennettsville 
Methodist  Church,  she  Avas  instrumental  in  bringing 
many  of  the  Avomen  of  the  church  into  the  missionary 
Avork.  For  several  years  the  Bennettsville  society  sup- 
ported tAvo  scholarships  of  $40.00'  each  in  schools  in 
China  as  Memorials  to  Mrs.  Breeden  and  Miss  McRae. 
In  1910  this  society  pledged  the  support  of  Miss  Maria 
Capers, — a  missionary  to  Mexico.  On  account  of  political 
uprisings  and  the  failure  of  her  health.  Miss  Capers  had 
to  return  to  the  United  States  in  1912,  and  Avas  never 
able  to  go  as  a  foreign  missionary  again.  Not  being  able 
to  get  another  missionary  in  the  place  of  Miss  Capers, 
the  Bennettsville  society  began  the  support  of  day 
schools  in  China  and  Korea.  At  one  time  there  were  five 
day  schools  supported.  In  1925  the  Bennettsville  Socie- 
ty assumed  the  support  of  Miss  Anne  Herbert,  Avho  is  a 
trained    nurse    in    the    Margaret  Williamson  Hospital, 
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Shanghai,  China.  Since  taking  the  support  of  Miss  Her- 
bert the  society  has  dropped  all  the  day  schools  formerly 
supported,  except  one  in  China  and  one  in  Korea. 

In  1926  the  Bennettsville  Auxiliary  paid  $5.00  per 
capita  to  the  Belle  Bennett  Memorial  Fund,  thereby  being 
entitled  to  a  place  on  the  Memorial  Tablet. 

At  present  there  are  ninety-one  names  on  the  roll. 
For  twelve  years  an  individual  member  has  supported  a 
Bible  Woman  in  China  and  a  Kindergarten  Teacher  in 
Japan,  and  these  contributions  go  through  the  society. 

For  sixteen  years  the  Bennettsville  Auxiliary  has 
been  fortunate  in  having  one  of  its  members,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Kirkwood,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  Society.  As  a  society  we  are  indebt- 
ed to  Mrs.  Kirkwood  for  much  of  the  work  accomplished. 
A  few  years  ago,  the  society  had  three  Conference  officers 
on  its  roll,  namely,  Mrs.  W.  I.  Herbert,  President;  Mrs, 
R.  L.  Kirkwood,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Mrs.  C. 
E.  Exum,  District  Secretary. 

Having  been  organized  primarily  for  Foreign  work, 
the  Bennettsville  Auxiliary  did  not  have  Avhat  is  known 
as  a  Home  Missionary  Society,  but  when  the  Foreign  and 
Home  Departments  of  the  Woman's  Work  were  united  in 
1910,  this  Auxiliary  entered  fully  into  the  Home  and 
Foreign  work  carried  on  by  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council. 

Mrs.  (H.  H.)  K.  M.  Newton 
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MAR'S  BLUFF 


The  Mar's  Bluff  Auxiliary  was  organized  June  25th, 
1879,  with  nineteen  members.  The  first  officers  were : 
President,  Mrs.  Duncan  Mclntyre;  Vice  President,  Mrs. 
R.  B.  Fladger;  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary, 
Missi  L.  J.  Harllee ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Kirkland.  The 
second  president  was  Mrs.  J.  F.  Pearce  who  was  elected 
in  1884.  These  two  presidents  still  live,  neither  one  of 
them  at  Mar's  Bluff;  but  both  of  them  still  hold  their 
church  membership  at  Liberty  Chapel,  the  Mar's  Bluff 
Methodist  church,  and  each  pays  $5.00  a  year  to  the 
Society.  On  account  of  many  removals  recently  from  the 
neighborhood  there  has  been  a  desire  on  the  part  of  some 
remaining,  to  disband,  but  the  faithful  preacher's  wife 
begged  them  to  hold  together  and  she  prevailed.  The 
last  year  has  been  a  comparatively  good  one,  the  total 
amount  raised  being  $78.00.  Mrs.  T.  G.  Legette  is  the 
Spiritual  Leader  at  present. 


ST.  PAUL'S,  CHESTERFIELD 


In  looking  over  what  few  records  we  have,  we  find 
that  we  were  abreast  and  sometimes  ahead  in  the  race  for 
the  great  goal  of  Missions.  One  of  our  members,  Mrs.  L. 
H.  Trotti,  has  in  her  possession  today,  a  certificate  of  mem- 
bership dated  November  2'8th,  1857.  This  certificate  made 
her  great  grandmother,  Mrs.  Millie  Chapman,  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Society,  because  her  friends  contrib- 
uted $20.00  for  this  cause. 

On  the  first  page  of  our  book,  ' '  Women  and  Missions, ' ' 
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the  first  general  attempt  to  organize  women  of  the  church 
was  in  1858. 

In  1877  Mr.  J.  W.  Murray  came  to  our  little  village 
as  shepherd  of  the  flock.  At  a  church  meeting  he  began  a 
missionary  society  by  electing  officers  while  he  had  his 
members  at  church,  giving  no  one  a  chance  to  escape.  Mrs. 
Margaret  Parke  Craig  was  elected  president  but  as  she 
felt  she  could  not  serve,  her  daughter,  the  late  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Hanna,  was  elected.  A  few  years  later  Mrs.  Humbert 
came  as  Conference  Secretary  to  organize  the  chlidren. 
Miss  Emma  Chapman  was  made  lady  manager  of  the 
children's  society.  At  that  time  the  president  had  a  small 
daughter,  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  L.  H.  Trotti.  This  baby  was 
presented  by  the  grandmother  to  the  children's  society 
and  was  the  youngest  member.  She  still  proves  a  valuable 
member  to  our  society. 

The  first  minutes  we  have  of  any  meetings  of  our 
church  ladies  was  when  they  organized  what  they  called 
the  Ladies  Aid  Society  on  March  24th,  1888.  The  Con- 
stitution prepared  by  Mrs.  T.  E.  Lucas,  Mrs.  Jim  Kilgore 
and  Mrs.  E.  F.  Mulloy  is  very  interesting  and  shows*  they 
were  really  a  missionary  society  but  mostly  home  work. 

The  first  officers :  President,  Mrs.  T.  P.  Craig ;  Vice 
President,  Mrs.  T.  E.  Lucas;  Secretary,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Mul- 
loy, and  Treasurer,  Miss  Emma  Chapman.   In  four  months 

they  had  raised    more    than  and    spent    $37.50. 

About  this  time  they  solicited  funds  and  members  from 
the  ranks  of  the  gentlemen.;  They  elected  new  officers 
every  six  months  and  held  meetings  twice  a  month.  In 
the  Secretary's  notes  we  find  that  thc}^  were  ordering 
"Our  Homes"  from  Miss  Helm. 
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They  had  the  same  old  trouble  with  which  to  con- 
tend that  has  been  the  death  of  many  a  society — poor  at- 
tendance !  Often  the  attendance  was  so  poor,  the  min- 
utes, roll  call  and  Bible  reading  were  dispensed  with,  but 
faithful  to  the  Methodist  tradition,  they  always  took  up 
collection  dues. 

Mrs.  T.  E.  Lucas  was  ahvays  a  faithful  member  in 
this  which  seemed  to  be  mostly  a  Home  Mission  Society. 
In  1897  when  her  son,  Benjamin  D.  Lucas,  volunteered 
for  the  foreign  field  she  organized  a  Foreign  Missionary 
Society.  This  and  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  went  along  very 
smoothly. 

In  1909  Mrs.  Barber  and  Mrs.  Lawton  came  to 
Chesterfield  and  organized  our  present  society.  At  first 
there  were  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  members.  The 
first  officers  were :  President,  Mrs.  Laura  Tiller ;  Treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Madge  (Craig)  Curtis.  We  seem  to  have  no 
records  until  1921,  so  we  can  not  give  the  number  of 
chartered  members.  We  have  been  on  the  Honor  Roll 
a  number  of  times  and  never  down  at  the  bottom.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  we  have  had  our  ''ups  and  downs," 
the  Lord  always  gives  us  enough  "old  faithfuls"  to  pull 
along. 

We  are  not  ashamed  of  our  work  but  we  Avant  to  do 
more.  We  are  in  the  Honor  Roll  in  Bennett-Memorial 
gifts,  being  in  Book  of  Remembrance. 
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COPY  OF  CERTIFICATE 


This  certifies  that  Mrs.  M.  Chapman  is  a  life  member 
of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  the  sum  of  Twenty  Dollars,  as  required 
by  the  constitution,  having  been  contributed  for  that  pur- 
pose by  friends  on  Chesterfield  Circuit,  S.  C.  Conference. 

Joshua  Soule,  Pres. 
E.  W.  Sehon,  ,Sec. 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  28,  1857. 


PINE  GROVE,  BENNETTSVILLE  CIRCUIT 


The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Pine 
Grove  church,  in  Bennettsville  circuit,  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference, begs  leave  to  present  the  following  facts : 

It  was  organized  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Breeden,  first  district 
secretary  of  Marion  District,  this  territory  being  then  em- 
braced in  that  district.  The  date  is  uncertain,  records 
having  been  lost,  but  we  feel  reasonably  sure  that  it  was 
in  the  year  1878  or  1879. 

It  was  a  new  and  untried  step,  and  it  was  not  easy 
to  get  the  women  to  undertake  the  work,  but  eight  or  nine 
faithful  ones  were  found  and  enrolled,  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Novella  Fletcher,  Mrs.  Ann  Fletcher,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Moore, 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Adams,  Mrs.  Joel  Gibson  Mrs.  Jackson  Adams, 
Miss  Mary  Fletcher,  Mrs.  Lucy  McNair. 

Mrs.  McNair  was  our  first  president  and  Miss  Fletcher 
our  first  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Of  the  members  listed  above  only  three  still  linger  on 
the  shores  of  time :    Mrs.  B.  F.  Moore,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Adams 
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and  Mrs.  Joel  Gibson.  The  two  first  named  are  still  active- 
ly engaged  in  the  work,  attending  the  meetings,  and  sup- 
porting the  cause.  Mrs.  Moore  has  held  the  office  of  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  for  thirty-six  consecutive  years.  Mrs. 
Moore  for  a  long  time  supported  a  girl  who  was  a  student 
in  one  of  the  mission  schools  in  Korea.  This  girl  took  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Moore's  daughter,  Mary  Gibson  Moore. 

This  early  organization  had  a  precarious  existence  for 
some  years,  and  finally  ceased  to  live.  The  fire,  however, 
never  went  out  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  ones,  and  in 
1891,  the  society  was  reorganized  and  has  had  a  continuous 
existence  ever  since. 

We  now  number  about  forty-four.  The  meetings  are 
lield  regularly.  There  are  two  circles,  which  vie  with  each 
other  in  active  work  and  in  mission  study. 

The  young  people  and  children  have  also  been  or- 
ganized for  many  years.  We  have  had  a  long  and  honored 
list  of  life  members.  To  the  Belle  Bennett  Memorial  our 
society  averaged  in  gifts  five  dollars  per  member. 

Until  the  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  we  had 
the  Parsonage  Aid  Society.  Then  we  had  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Society.  Since  the  home  and  foreign  work  have  been 
merged  into  one,  we  have  had  all  the  departments,  and 
have  gone  on  taking  care  of  the  parsonage,  the  church,  the 
poor,  etc. 

The  following  women  have  held  the  office  of  president 
since  organization :  Mrs.  Lucy  McNair,  Mrs.  Ann  Fletch- 
er, Mrs.  W.  B.  Adams,  Mrs.  Joel  Gibson,  Mrs.  Eliza  Breed- 
en,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Fletcher,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Fletcher  (now  presi- 
dent) . 

A  fact  worthy  of  note  is  that  this  society  has  had  two 
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gifts  bequeathed  to  it  by  will.  Miss  Jane  Norton  and  Miss 
Minnie  McGregor  each  left  to  the  W.  F.  M.  Society  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars.  These  were  really  munificent 
gifts,  coming  from  these  women,  who  were  not  rich.  They 
are  mentioned  to  show  the  love  of  our  women  for  the 
cause. 


H 
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MYRA  ANDERSON 
Kobe,  Japan 


MARY    BELL   WINN 
Davidson    Girls'    School,    Soochow,    China 


KINGSTREE  DISTRICT 


GEORGETOWN 


The  Society  was  organized  March  16th,  1879,  during 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  W.  T.  Capers,  with  the  folloAving 
officers :  President,  Mrs.  William  T.  Capers ;  First  Vice 
President,  Mrs.  A.  M.  McP.  Hamby;  Second  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  M.  H.  Small;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss 
0.  V.  Williams;  Recording  Secretary,  Miss  M.  H.  Rou- 
quie;  Treasurer,  Miss  S.  B.  Wilson. 

Mrs.  Capers  organized  the  society  and  served  as 
president  as  long  as  her  husband  was  pastor  of  the 
Georgetown  church.  There  were  thirty-five  charter 
members.  One  is  still  living.  Her  home  is  in  Staunton, 
Virginia. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  the  following  are  some  of 
the  charter  members :  Mrs.  May  Condon,  Mrs.  Jessie  G. 
Haselden,  Mrs.  Shackleford,  Mrs.  Geo.  Anderson,  Miss 
Mattie  Anderson,  Miss  Mary  Anderson,  Miss  Julia  An- 
derson, Mrs.  M.  S.  Brightman,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Smith,  Mrs. 
Sparkman  Sian,  Mrs.  Uptegrove,  Miss  Alice  Rouquie, 
Mrs.  B.  W.  Cannon, 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Cannon 


KINGSTREE 


In  1879  a  society  Avas  organized,  April  13th.  Rev. 
J.  W.  Koger,  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  church,  and  a 
great  believer  in  missions,  brought  about  this  organization. 
The  first  officers  were :  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Kelly ;  Vice 
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Presidents,  Mrs.  Lou  J.  Maurice,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Steele,  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Epps;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  Mollie 
Epps;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Pendergrass; 
Treasurer,  Miss  Annie  Epps. 

The  next  year  the  little  band  was  joined  by  Mr. 
Roger's  bride,  sister  of  Bishop  A.  Coke  Smith,  and  after- 
wards, with  her  husband,  a  missionary  to  Brazil.  There, 
in  the  midst  of  the  work  which  was  so  dear  to  his  heart, 
he  died  and  was  buried. 

Unfortunately,  no  records  of  the  early  work  of  our 
society  have  been  preserved.  We  know,  however,  that  in 
1884  there  was  a  cradle  roll,  for  on  it  was  placed  the 
name  of  a  little  girl  three  weeks  old,  who  was  converted 
when  she  was  seven  years  old  and  is  noAv,  and  has  been 
since  1911,  a  happy  and  useful  worker  in  Brazil.  This 
is  Miss  Leila  Flossie  Epps. 

For  many  years  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Roger  was  treasurer  of 
the  society.  For  several  years  enthusiasm  was  at  such 
a  low  ebb  that  there  were  no  meetings  held,  but  she  col- 
lected the  dues  and  sent  them  to  the  state  treasurer. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  S.  D.  Vaughan  in  1892 
there  was  a  revival  of  missionary  interest  and  we  began 
our  meetings  again  with  Mrs.  Vaughan  as  president. 

During  the  fall  of  1914  Mrs.  Selden  Epps  Bryan 
went  to  take  a  course  at  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training 
School,  to  prepare  herself  for  home  mission  work.  She 
has  been  now  for  some  years  a  happy  and  useful  worker 
in  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  still  have 
two  of  our  charter  members  with  us,  Mrs.  J. A.  Relley 
and  Miss  Mollie  Epps. 
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We  now  have  about  fifty  names  enrolled,  most  of 
them  good,  paying  members.  While  we  realize  that  as  a 
society  there  is  still  great  room  for,  improvement,  we  do 
feel  that  we  have  made  some  progress,  and  we  are  hoping 
and  praying  that  this  our  Jubilee  Year  may  be  the  best 
year  we  have  ever  had. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.)  Ellen  M.  Koger 
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MARION  DISTRICT 


TRINITY,  CLIO 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Auxiliary  of  Trinity  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  Clio,  S.  C,  was  organized  May  4th,  1879. 
by  Mrs.  Hettie  Cook  Breed  en  of  Bennettsville,  S.  C, 
Fourth  Vice  President  of  the  State  Society.  Rev.  G.  T. 
Harmon,  Sr.,  was  pastor  in  charge  and  Mrs.  Harmon  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  charter  members:  Mes- 
dames  A.  L.  Calhoun,  Jno.  A.  Calhoun,  Jas.  T.  Covington, 
Lizzde  Clarkson,  A.  J.  Heustess,  J.  T.  Harmon,  Jno.  W. 
Herring,  Catherine  Medlin,  Wright  Wilson,  Milton  Stack- 
house,  Misses  Martha  Edens,  Keturali  Edens,  Cornelia 
Medlin,  Alice  Medlin.. 

The  charter  officers  were: 

President Mrs.  Lizzie  Clarkson 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Jas.  T.  Covington 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Alice  Medlin 

Treasurer Mrs.  Jno.  Herring 

Only  two  of  the  charter  members  are  still  with  us  in 
the  flesh.  These  are  Mrs.  A.  L.  Calhoun  and  Miss  Alice 
Medlin,  both  of  whom  are  active  members  of  the  Auxiliary. 

The  first  records  available  after  those  of  the  organi- 
zation and  charter  members  are  dated  1899,  when  Mrs. 
Wm.  Myersi  became  president. 

For  many  years,  the  only  fund  sent  to  the  State 
Treasurer  was  the  dues,  ten  cents  per  member.  The  first 
money  for  special  work  from  the  Auxiliary,  was  one  dollar, 
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donated  by  Mrs.  Myers  in  1900,  for  the  Mamie  Barber 
School. 

In  1903,  the  Auxiliary  assumed  responsibility  for  a 
Korean  scholarship  (Kim  Clio)  in  the  Lucy  Cunningham 
School,  Wansan.  This  has  been  continued  until  the  pres- 
ent time.  Other  specials  were  two  Mexican  Scholarships, 
which  were  maintained  by  individuals.  Until  1916,  the 
Auxiliary  contributed  to  the  support  of  Miss  Mary  Tar- 
rant, missionary  to  Soochow,  who  was  the  Marion  District 
Special. 

In  1918,  the  salary  of  a  native  Chinese  pastor  which 
was  $125.00  for  the  year,  was  paid  as  a  special  offering 
from  our  Auxiliary.  In  1904  we  had  the  honor  of  enter- 
taining the  Marion  District  Missionary  conference,  with 
Mesdames  Wightman,  Humbert  and  Campbell  attending 
as  State  officers.  Mrs.  Wightman  also  made  us  a  subse- 
quent visit,  and  on  several  occasions  we  have  had  visiting 
missionaries.  Two  of  these  were  Miss  Mamie  D.  Myers, 
Korea,  and  Miss  Annie  Bell  Williams,  Japan. 

Trinity  Church  has  been  most  fortunate  in  having 
pastors  who  were  imbued  with  the  true  missionary  spirit. 
These  godly  men  with  their  wives  have  been  a  great  factor 
in  the  missionary  history  of  our  church.  For  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  a  great  majority  of  the  wives  of  our 
pastors  have  served  as  president  of  the  Auxiliary  for  one 
or  more  years,  and  each  one  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  missionary  work.  The  present  president  is  the 
widow  of  the  late  M.  K.  Meadors  of  the  Upper  South 
Carolina  Conference.  Our  present  enrollment  numbers 
fifty  members.  The  sum  total  of  all  collections  sent  to  the 
conference  treasurer  from  1899  until  1928  was  $6  588.67. 
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The  Clio  charge  was  the  first  church  in  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  to  undertake  the  entire  support  of  a 
missionary  preacher  in  the  foreign  field.  From  1909  or 
1910  until  the  World  War,  we  had  as  our  pastor  in  China 
Dr.  Fearn,  who  was  prominent  both  in  medical  and  e\an- 
gelistic  work. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Fearn  to  our  church  while  on  their  furlough,  during  this 
period.  After  the  Centenary  Movement,  the  church  gave 
up  a  special.  The  Clio  charge  was  also  the  first  in  the 
Conference  to  meet  its  Centenary  obligations. 

In  1925,  a  young  man  of  our  church,  Henry  J.  Ben- 
nett, Jr.,  offered  himself  a  volunteer  for  life  service  as  a 
preacher  or  missionary  to  the  foreign  field.  He  is  now 
preparing  himself  for  the  work,  willing  to  go  where  the 
Lord  may  direct  him. 

When  we  look  back  over  our  past  history — the  faith 
and  sacrifices  of  the  first  members,  the  zeal  and  devotion 
of  those  who  followed,  down  to  this  crowning  blessing,  the 
gift  of  this  splendid  young  life,  we  can  truly  say  with 
the  Psalmist :  ' '  The  Lord  hath  given  me  a  goodly  heritage 
.  .  .  .  the  heritage  of  them  that  fear  him." 

Alice  Medlin,  Historian 
Jan.  14th,  1928. 


CONWAY 


Following  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence in  December  1878,  a  band  of  earnest,  consecrated 
women  of  Conway  came  together  and  organized  as  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  in  the  month  of 
April,  1879.     The  following"  officers  were  elected: 
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President Mrs.  F.  E.  Currie 

Vice  President Mrs.  E.  P.  Norton 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Effie  Burroughs 

Corresponding  Secretary Miss  Sara  Sessions 

There  were  fifteen  wlio  made  up  the  membership  of 
the  Society.  The  dues  were  ten  cents  per  month.  The 
Society  owes  much  to  its  President,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Currie, 
who  was  a  most  earnest  Christian  worker,  untiring  in  her 
Missionary  zeal.  She  served  faithfully  as  President  until 
her  death  in  1896.  She  was  also  lady  manager  of  the 
Juvenile  Society. 

Succeeding  Mrs.  Currie,  as  president,  was  one  of  Con- 
way's beloved  women,  Miss  Ruth  Burroughs.  At  this 
time  the  society  supported  a  scholarship  in  the  McTyre 
School  in  Shanghai,  China,  which  was  $40.00  per  year. 
This  was  continued  for  five  years.  Often  when  the  money 
could  not  be  raised,  Miss  Burroughs  would  make  up  the 
deficit.  In  addition  to  this,  she  supported  a  scholarship  of 
her  own,  this  being  kept  secret  until  her  death  in  1903. 
Her  mother,  being  advised  of  this,  continued  this  scholar- 
ship for  a  number  of  years  and  it  was  known  as  the  Ruth 
Burroughs  Scholarship.  The  society  disbanded  for  sev- 
eral months  after  the  death  of  Miss  Burroughs. 

In  March,  1904.  the  societj')  was  re-organized.  Under 
the  efficient  leadership  of  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  the  society 
took  on  new  life,  and  began  to  grow  steadily.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  the  pledge  was  introduced,  the  society  then 
being  asked  to  raise  ten  dollars.  (The  pledge  has  been  in- 
creased from  year  to  year  and  is  now  over  $100.)  During 
this  time,  there  were  tlie  Foreign    and    Home    Societies 
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separate  and  distinct.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Sessions  and  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Norton  served  short  terms  as  presidents. 

The  society  was  blessed  by  the  coming  of  Mrs.  G.  E. 
Edward's  who  served  the  society  during  Mr.  Edwards' 
pastorate  of  three  years.  Following  Mrs.  Edwards,  Mrs. 
D.  A.  Spivey  was  made  president  and  served  for  many 
years.  During  her  administration,  the  Foreign  and  Home 
societies  were  united  in  1915.  Mrs.  J.  S.  Battle  came  next 
as  president  and  then  Mrs.  F.  C.  Todd,  both  of  whom 
made  excellent  leaders.  Miss  Mitchelle  Collins  was  the  next 
leader  and  it  was  at  this  time  that  the  society  was  divid- 
ed into  six  circles,  later  being  changed  to  four,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  L.  S.  "Ward,  who  served  as  president 
four  years.  Mrs.  D.  G.  Spivey  was  elected  and  was  forced 
to  resign  on  account  of  her  ill  health.  Mrs.  J.  K.  Stalvey 
was  then  elected.  Mrs.  Stalvey  is  now  faithfully  discharg- 
ing her  duty  in  this  capacity. 

Through  all  of  these  years,  the  society  in  Conway  has 
been  noted  for  its  many  ''good  works."  Among  their  ac- 
tivities are  the  following:  help  to  furnish  the  parsonage; 
help  furnish  the  Industrial  School  at  Aynor;  provide 
hospital  care  for  the  sick;  send  flowers  and  trays  to  the 
sick;  visit  the  sick  and  help  the  needy;  send  boxes  to  the 
Door  of  Hope  and  Epworth  Orphanage  each  year.  For 
the  past  year  we  have  raised  for  all  purposes  $740.60  and 
have  80  members.  This  amount  does  not  include  what  is 
done  for  social  service. 

Thus  the  Conway  Society  has  come  "through  thick 
and  thin".  Sometimes  the  membership  has  been  small, 
but  the  faithful  few  have  moved    steadily    forward,    and 
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their  efforts  have  been  blessed  by  the  Blesscr,   even  the 
Lord  Himself! 


MARION 


This  society  was  organized  in  the  First  Methodist 
church  at  Marion,  S.  C,  on  January  the  27th,  1879,  and, 
therefore  has  the  distinction  of  being  a  Jubilee  Society. 
The  first  officers  elected  were  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Harper, 
president;  Mrs.  J.  R.  N.  Tenhet,  treasurer;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
White,  secretary.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  charter 
members :  Miss  Mary  Dickson,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Chreitzbcrg, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Finklea,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Gregg,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Gregg, 
Miss  Anna  Gregg,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Harper,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Middle- 
ton,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Snow,  Mrs.  J.  R.  N.  Tenhet,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Sellers,  Mrs.  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  Mrs.  J.  B.  White,  Miss 
Magdelene  Walker,  Mrs.  David  M.  Harrell,  Mrs.  L.  H. 
Price,  Miss  Sarah  McMillan,  Mrs.  James  Gregg,  Miss  Bettie 
Evans,  Mrs.  John  Flowers.  Of  this  number,  two  are 
living:  Miss  Bettie  Evans,  Marion,  S.  C,  and  Mrs.  David 
M.  Harrell,  Marion,  S.  C. 

At  this  first  meeting,  January,  1879,  the  secretary, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  White,  was  directed  to  write  to  Mrs.  (Bishop) 
Wightman,  President  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference 
Society,  for  information  as  to  Constitution,  etc.  After  a 
short  talk  by  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Harper,  on  "Missions,"  the 
society  adjourned  until  the  first  Friday  in  February.  At 
the  February  meeting  the  secretary  reported  having  heard 
from  Mrs.  Wightman  in  reference  to  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  of  the  general  society.  The  Constitution  was  adopted 
article  by  article,   with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  relation 
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to  two  secretaries,  one  being  deemed  sufficient.  Under  the 
Constitution,  Mrs.  Eleanor  CTregg  was  elected  first  vice 
president,  and  Mrs.  Anna  Snow,  second  vice  president. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  women  who  enrolled  at 
the  February  meeting.  1879:  Mrs.  Thomas  DuBois,  Mihs 
Ida  Dickson,  Mrs.  J.  Preston  Davis,  Miss  Lizzie  Gregg 
Mrs.  T.  W.  IMunnerlyn,  Mrs.  W.  C.  McKay,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
McMillan,  Mrs.  John  Wilcox,  Miss  Ida  Snow,  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Wightman,  Mrs.  John  Atkinson,  Mrs. 
Robt.  Foxworth,  Miss  Sallie  Foxworth,  Mrs.  (Gen.)  Evans, 
Mrs.  (Dr.)  D.  Evans,  Mrs.  D.  F.  Berry,  Mrs.  Robt.  Gregg, 
Mrs.  J.  Monroe  Johnson,  Mrs.  Ham  Evans,  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Finger,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Bryant.  Of  the  above  list  the  following 
survive:  Miss  Lizzie  Gregg,  Marion;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Johnson, 
Sr.,  Gallivants  Ferry,  S.  C. ;  Mrs.  Sallie  Foxworth  Gasque, 
Marion,  S.  C. 

That  the  wife  of  the  minister  in  charge  should  be 
elected  president  of  the  Woman 's  Missionary  Society  seems 
to  have  been  an  unwritten  law,  for  the  records  show  a 
minister's  wife  occupied  the  presidental  chair  from  its 
organization  until  March,  1893,  when  Mrs.  Beasley's  (wife 
of  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Beasley)  health  failed  and  Mrs.  Mary  W. 
Leitner,  who  was  acting  as  first  vice  president,  was  elected 
to  the  presidency,  and  was  re-elected  to  that  office  in  1894 
and  '95.*  That  she  was  an  inspiration  to  the  society  is 
not  surprising,  for  the  late  Mary  Willingham  Leitner  was 
a  woman  of  unusual  ability  and  a  power  in  prayer,  and 
now  she  has  gone  to  join  the  choir  invisible  of  those  im- 
mortal dead  who  live  again  in  minds  made  better  by  the'r 
presence. 

*  Mrs.  Leitner  was  made  district  secretary  for  Marion  Dis- 
trict at  the  annual  meeting  in  Spartanburg,  S.  C,  in   1809. 
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In  1881  the  Cliarlotte  Taylor  Society  was  organized, 
with  Mrs.  C.  A.  Woods,  (nee  Miss  Bell  Gulp),  the  first 
president. 

In  1887  we  note  Mrs.  C.  A.  Woods,  (nee  Sarah  Wanna- 
maker),  the  second  president  of  the  Charlotte  Taylor 
Society.  A  spirit  of  co-operation  existed  in  the  two  Mis- 
sionary societies,  for  the  minutes  for  June  of  that|  year 
reveal  that  a  delegate  from  the  C.  T.  S.  was  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  W.  M.  S.  to  say  that  if  the  W.  M.  S.  would 
elect  a  delegate  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  W.  M.  S. 
to  be  held  in  Charleston,  June  22  to  26,  the  C.  T.  S.  would 
bear  half  the  expenses,  provided  the  said  delegate  would 
also  represent  the  C.  T.  S.  IMrs.  J.  B.  White  was  appointed 
and  gave  a  splendid  report  of  the  Charleston  meet.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  Mrs.  J.  B.  White  was  secretary  of  the 
W.  M.  S.  from  its  inception  in  1879  to  1896.  Th(!  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  women  who  served  as  presidents  from 
1879  to  1896:  Mrs.  R.  L.  Harper,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Humbert, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Boyd,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Beasley, 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Leitner  in  1893-94-95,  Mrs.  Morris,  Mrs.  M.  I. 
McMillan.  Life  members:  The  Rev.  H.  A.  C.  Walker, 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Center,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Stokes,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers, 
Mrs.  J.  R.  N.  Tenhet,  Mrs.  Wm.  Buck,  Miss  Sallie  Monroe. 

It  appears  that  the  election  to  life  membership  in  the 
society  was,  in  some  manner  not  explained  in  the  minutes, 
governed  by  thel  amount  of  money  collected  for  some 
special  purpose.  For  instance,  in  April,  1890,  a  collection 
of  $40.00  was  raised  for  Bible  and  Training  School.  Two 
life  members  were  made  with  this  $40.00,  viz.,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Rogers  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Stokes,  aad  in  July,  1890,  the  presi- 
dent Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  spoke  of  an  absent  member  of  the 
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society,  stating  ''that  she  would  not  be  satisfied  to  leave 
Marion  unless  this  member  were  made  a  life  member.  She 
had  already  collected  something  toward  this  objective. 
The  sister  had  proved  herself  very  liberal,  giving  $40.00 
during  the  year,  w^hich  went  quietly  into  the  funds  of  the 
society,  thus  swelling  the  amount  sent  off  by  the  society, 
and  never  wished  her  name  mentioned.  The  member's 
name,  as  most  of  the  society  could  guass,  is  Mrs.  Wm.  L. 
Buck,  now  on  a  visit  North."  At  the  next  meeting,  the 
requisite  sum,  $20.00,  was  raised  and  Mrs.  Buck  elected  to 
life  membershi]).  During  all  these  trying  years  of  hard- 
ship and  privation,  we  see  these  noble,  self-sacrificing  wo- 
men striving  to  carry  on.  Though  their  means  were  limit- 
ed they  managed  to  send  aid  to  the  missionaries  in  China 
?and  Brazil.  Misses  Sallie  Reynolds  and  Littlejohn,  Misses 
Holden'  and  Mary  Tarrant,  were  helped  by  their  contri- 
butions. 

Since  August,  1924,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  Marion, 
S.  C,  has  supported  a  special,  Dr.  Mary  McDaniel,  now 
Superintendent  of  the  Margaret  Williamson  Hospital, 
Shanghai,  China,  one  of  the  best  equipped  representatives 
in  the  foreign  field.  Our  church  supports  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
Becker,  P.  E.,  in  Petropolic,  Brazil. 

Now  that  the  march  of  time  has  left  that  era  far 
enough  in  the  past  tliat  a  true  perspective  may  be  gotten 
,of  these  heroic  i)ioneers,  we  desire  that  their  names  be  set 
like  jewels  in  the  history  of  our  church,  in  this  year  of 
Jubilee  which  we  are  about  to  celebrate,  1928. 

"Lest  wo  forget,  lest  we  forget." 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Whilden,  Histonwn 
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ORANGEBURG  DISTRICT 


ST.  PAUL'S,    ST.  MATTHEWS 


St.  Paul's  Auxiliary  Woman's  Missionary  Society, 
Methodist  Church,  Lewisville  Circuit,  St.  Matthews,  S.  C, 
was  organized  March  16,  1879,  with  thirty-three  members. 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Pemberton  was  the  first  president.  Mrs.  E.  V. 
Houser  was  made  president  in  1880,  and  served]  until 
1897,  when  she  died.  In  1881,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Arthur  was 
made  a  life  member,  $120.00  being  raised  for  that  purpose. 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Wannamaker  gave  an  offering  in  1884  in 
memory  of  her  twin  boys  who  had  died.  In  1898,  $30.00 
was  given  by  members  in  memory  o£  Mrs.  E.  V.  Houser, 
who  for  seventeen  years  had  been  our  president. 

About  this  time  two  memorials  were  given  which  were 
kept  up  until  a  few  years  ago — one  of  $25.00  per  year, 
by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Banks  in  memory  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  E.  V. 
Houser,  and  the  other,  a  $40.00  scholarship  given  by  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Wannamaker  in  memory  of  her  little  daughter, 
Annie. 

From  1900  to  1902  the  following  were  made  life  mem- 
bers: Mrs.  E.  M.  Wannamaker,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Wannamaker, 
Rev.  M.  L.  Banks,  Sr.,  Dr.  W.  L.  Pou,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Pou, 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Mann  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Ariel. 

Miss  May  Wannamaker  contributed  $100.00  in  mem- 
ory of  her  brother  (Wallace  Duncan  Wannamaker)  for 
the  Belle  Bennett  Memorial.  Our  Auxiliary  with  the  help 
of  this  amount  was  put  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance. 
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ST.  PAUL'S,  ORANGEBURG 


The  St.  Paul's  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of 
Orangeburg,  S.  C,  was  organized  March  25th,  1879,  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  0.  A.  Darby. 

Fifteen  names  were  enrolled  as  charter  members,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living  (1927).  Mrs.  Darby  was  the  first 
President. 

As  there  were  several  other  societies  in  the  district  by 
the  name  of  "St.  Paul's"  the  conference  treasurer  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  distinguishing  these  auxiliaries 
when  receiving  money  from  them  so  the  name  of  this  so- 
ciety was  changed  to  ''The  Orangeburg  Station  Woman's 
Missionary  Society. ' '  In  1886  the  minutes  show  the  name 
recorded  "The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society"  in 
order  to  distinguish  it  from  the  work  of  the  "Home  Mis- 
sion Society." 

At  a  joint  meeting  of  these  two  organizations  Febru- 
ary 17,  1914,  they  united  into  one  body  known  as  "The 
Woman's  Missionary  Society."  Several  years  later  the 
name  was  changed  to  that  of  * '  The  Josephine  Cunningham 
W.  M.  S. "  which  name  the  organization  still  bears.  This 
name  was  given  in  honor  of  the  wife  of  a  Cuban  mission- 
ary sustained  jointly  by  St.  Paul's  church  and  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Missionary  Society. 

In  1882  the  F.  M.  Society  contributed  $5.00  to- 
ward making  Bishop  Wightman  an  honorary  life  mem- 
ber of  the  "S.  C.  Conference  Woman's  Society."  The  fol- 
lowing year  the  same  was  done  for  Mrs.  Wightman.  One 
hundred  dollars  was  the  amount  required  for  an  honorary 
life  membership. 
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In  1883  Mr.  Fred  Dibble  paid  thr(nii>li  .lis  .  o  iay 
$40.00  for  a  scholarship  in  China  to  educate  a  Chinese  gii'l. 
This  he  continued  for  the  recpiired  number  of  four  years. 

In  1885  the  society  raised  $52.00  for  a  centenary  offer- 
ing. 

In  1886  another  contribution  of  $5.00  was  made  to 
honor  Miss  Dora  Rankin  with  an  honorary  life  member- 
ship. 

The  annual  report  of  1886  shows  two  shares  taken  in 
the  Laura  Hagood  Normal  and  Training  School  in  China, 
which  was  $20.00.  Later  on  two  more  shares  were  taken, 
one  by  the  Society  and  one  by  Mrs.  E.  S.  Herbert. 

In  1886  Mr.  F.  S.  Dibble  organized  the  first  juvenile 
missionary  society  here  called  "The  Wightman  Palmetto 
Leaves."  He  was  president  of  this  society  which  after- 
ward became  an  auxiliary  to  the  adult  society. 

In  August,  1904,  a  baby  roll  was  started  and  Mrs. 
Adeline  Smoak  enrolled  the  first  name,  that  of  her  great 
grand-niece,  Elizabeth  Bennett,  who  joined  the  angels  two 
years  later. 

In  1906  the  society  took  an  active  part  in  getting  the 
"loving  cup"  for  Mrs.  Wightman.  At  this  time  a  purse 
was  raised  for  Mrs.  Humbert  with  which  she  bought  a 
watch  for  personal  use. 

In  1906  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Dantzler  joined  the  society. 
He  was  the  only  male  member  for  quite  a  while.  Col.  D. 
O.  Herbert  joined  later  and  remained  a  member  for  several 
years.  A  little  girl,  Mary  C.  Moss,  wanted  to  become  a 
member  and  was  taken  in. 

The  study  circle  was  formed  in  1907  and  in  1908  the 
enveloi)e  system  for  the  payment  of  dues  was  adopted. 
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In  this  same  year  a  scholarship  was  taken  out  by  Mis. 
Texas  Keitt,  a  member  of  this  society,  to  educate  a  Korean 
girl.  She  paid  forty  dollars  a'  year  lor  four  years  for  this 
work. 

The  first  vacancy  in  office  caused  by  death  was  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  the  work,  when  Mrs.  S.  M.  Ra.ysor, 
vice  president,  was  called  to  her  reward. 

In  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  work  of  this  so- 
ciety it  raised  over  $2000.00  for  foreign  missions.  This 
sum  was  raised  by  dues,  individual  gifts,  etc.  No  other 
means  were  resorted  to  by  which  to  secure  money. 

During  this  period  this  society  entertained  the  "An- 
nual Conference  W.  M.  S. "  twice,  once  in  1895  when  Miss 
Laura  Hagood  from  China  was  here  and  in  1908  when  Miss 
Mary  Culler  White  and  others  were  here  besides  the  Con- 
ference officers.  Again  in  1922  the  annual  meeting  took 
place  in  Orangeburg. 

In  1909  the  Memorial  Roll  was  begun.  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Moss  was  the  first  name  to  be  entered  upon  it  by  the  pay- 
ment of  $20.00  which  was  applied  to  a  memorial  in  China. 

In  this  record  several  faithful  officers  deserve  special 
mention.  Miss  R.  S.  Albergotti  served  thirty-three  years 
consecutively  as  corresponding  secretary,  and  in  the  mean- 
time was  agent  for  the  Missionary  Advocate,  later  changed 
to  the  3Iissionary  Voice.  Miss  Annie  Albergotti  served 
nearly  thirty-five  years  as  recording  secretary.  During 
this  time  she  served  a  period  of  eight  years  as  district 
secretary,  discharging  the  duties  of  both  offices  faithfully 
and  well.  Miss  Sue  Dibble  served  three  different  times  as 
treasurer  making  a  total  of  ten  years.  The  president  and 
other  officers  were  changed  more  often. 
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The  following  were  life  members  up  to  1912 :  Rev.  O. 
A.  Darby,  Mr.  F.  S.  Dibble,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Herbert,  Miss  R.  S. 
Albergotti,  Mrs.  L.  P.  McGee,  Miss  S.  E.  Dibble,  Miss  A. 
A.  Albergotti,  Rev.  D.  D.  Dantzler.  Of  this  number  two 
are  now  living:  Miss  Annie  Albergotti  and  Miss  Sue 
Dibble. 

As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  the  "Woman's  For- 
eign M.  S. "  of  Orangeburg  Station  collected  during  its 
existence  from  1879-1914  the  sum  of  $5145.43. 

These  few  facts  bring  the  society  up  to  February, 
1914,  when  the  Home  and  Foreign  societies  united  under 
the  name  of  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Society"  which  a 
few  years  later  changed  its  name  to  the  "Josephine  Cun- 
ningham M.  S. "  as  before  mentioned,  which  name  the  or- 
ganization now  bears.  Until  this  date,  1914,  the  society 
met  each  month  in  the  homes  of  the  different  members  but 
now  since  a  new  Sunday  School  Building  has  been 
erected  by  St.  Paul's  church,  adequate  quarters  were 
provided  for  such  meetings.  This  society  contributed 
$50.00  toward  providing  suitable  furnishings  for  the 
"ladies  parlor,"  the  room  in  which  the  meetings  are  held. 

In  1916  a  Chinese  preacher  was  supported  by  the  so- 
ciety at  a  cost  of  $125.00  per  year. 

About  this  time  a  Wesley  House  was  established  in  the 
mill  community  of  this  city.  Since  that  time  this  society 
has  helped  with  its  upkeep  and  at  the  present  time  it  pays 
$180.00  per  year  toward  the  work.  It  pays  $36.00  per 
year  to  help  a  special  department  of  this  work  over  and 
above  the  $180.00.  It  stands  ready  at  all  times  to  help  put 
over  any  good  work  undertaken  by  the  leaders  in  charge 
of  the  Wesley  House. 
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At  the  time  of  the  great  Centenary  Campaign  this  so- 
ciety pledged  $200.00  per  year  for  five  years  toward  the 
upkeep  of  a  missionary  sent  to  Cuba.  This  obligation  was 
faithfully  discharged  and  the  society  changed  its  name 
to  honor  the  wife  of  this  missionary. 

The  "Circle  Plan"  has  been  adopted  by  this  society. 
It  is  divided  into  four  circles  which  meet  once  a  month 
prior  to  the  auxiliary  meeting. 

Social  service  work  is  done  by  the  society  at  large  and 
reports  made  at  the  regular  auxiliary  meeting. 

Pledge  cards  are  used  which  help  to  promote  a  larger 
freewill  offering.  A  local  treasury  is  sustained  by  the  aux- 
iliary, each  circle  paying  $25.00  per  year  to  its  upkeep. 
This  money  is  used  for  social  purposes,  delegates  expenses, 
flowers,  etc. 

Twenty-two  copies  of  the  Missionary  Voice  are  taken 
by  members  of  this  society. 

Two  Mission  Study  books  and  one  Bible  study  are  used 
during  the  year.  This  society  suffered  a  distinct  loss  the 
first  of  the  year  1927  when  Mrs.  W.  L.  Glaze,  the  beloved, 
efficient  mission  study  leader,  was  claimed  by  death.  To 
honor  her  memory  this  study  class  has  been  named  "The 
Emily  Glaze  Mission  Study  Circle."  Mrs.  Glaze  served 
for  many  years  as  Conference  Mission  Study  Superintend- 
ent, attending  both  district  and  state  meetings  and  at  all 
times  keeping  abreast  with  all  work  along  this  line. 

This  society  has  gone  "over  the  top"  in  the  Belle 
Bennett  Memorial  Fund,  having  collected  over  $800.00  for 
this  purpose.  The  following  names  have  been  placed  on 
the  memorial  tablet:     Miss  Annie  Albergotti,  Mrs.  John 
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Cope,  Mrs.  Emily  Glaze,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Moss,  Mrs.  Clio  Brab- 
ham, Mrs.  C.  G.  Dantzler,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Edwards. 

There  are  now  ninety-six  names  enrolled  as  members 
of  this  society.  The  approximate  sum  of  $25,921.00  has 
been  collected  and  turned  into  missionary  channels  since 
the  Home  and  Foreign  societies  united  on  February  17, 
1914,  up  to  the  present  time,  July  7,  1927. 

Mrs.  Jerome  McMichael 

Assisted  by 
Miss  Annie  Albergotti 


ST.  GEORGE 


The  missionary-  society  at  St.  George  was  organized 
by  Mrs.  Wightman,  March  28,,  1879.  The  first  officers 
were :  President,  Mrs.  Dr.  P.  L.  Moorer ;  Vice  Presidents, 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Ilsey,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Rishier,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Dukes; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  Dora  E.  Utsey;  Recording 
Secretary,  Miss  M.  E.  Murray;  Treasurer,  Miss  E.  L. 
Abbott.  There  were  eighteen  members  enrolled,  none  of 
whom  are  living. 

This  society  functioned  for  a  number  of  years  and 
then  disbanded  and  there  were  possibly  twenty  years  when 
there  were  no  organized  missionary  activities  among  the 
women  of  our  church. 

Our  present  society  was  organized  in  1908,  by  Mrs. 

D.  N.  Bourne,  and  has  been  actively  at  work  since.  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Ariel,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Connor,  Mrs.  S.  W.  Henry,  Mrs.  H. 

E.  Thomas,  Mrs.  Ida  Harper  and  Miss  Alice  Shieder  have 
served  as  president  during  that  time,  with  Mrs.  Chas. 
Wilson   filling  this  office  at  this  time.     The  Juniors'    and 
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Young  People's  societies  have  been  active  and  flourishing 
the  greater  part  of  this  time. 

The  society  has  furnished  one  missionary  to  the 
church,  ]\Iiss  Alice  Shieder,  who  served  as  a  deaconness 
for  twelve  years,  but  who  has  been  inactive  since  1922  for 
health  and  faniilv  reasons. 


ITNION,  COPE 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Union  Church 
was  among  the  first  societies  organized  in  the  State.  It 
Avas  organized  by  Rev.  Jesse  Clifton,  then  pastor  of 
Graham  Circuit,  of  which  Union  was  a  part.  Mrs.  Julia 
J.  Quattlebaum  was  the  first  president.  Other  officers 
Avith  her  were  Mrs.  P.  P.  Jennings  and  Miss  Laura  Cope. 
Mrs.  Jennings  was  a  delegate  to  the  first  state  meeting, 
held  in  Charleston.  There  are  only  two  surviving  charter 
members,  and  the  society  began  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
members  in  all  probabilit3^  There  are  no  written  records 
to  ascertain  the  exact  number. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Shoemaker  was  the  second  presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Jennings  the  third.  The  Union  so- 
ciety was  the  banner  society  of  the  district  for  several 
years,  that  is,  raised  more  money  than  any  other. 

The  society  has  ahvays  done  good  Avork.  From 
Union  tAvo  missionaries  have  gone.  In  the  fall  of  1912, 
Miss  Daisy  Ritter  entered  Scarritt  for  training.  She 
is  now  deaconess  at  Spofford  Home,  in  Kansas  City. 

In  1916,  Rev.  C.  C.  Ritter  Avas  sent  to  China.  He 
came  home  on  a   furlough  several  years  later    and    was 
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sent  to  Manchuria.    He  was  recalled  in  1927    when  the 
mission  was  closed. 

While  the  society  does  not  in  any  way  sponsor  these 
missionaries  financially,  our  hearts  and  prayers  go  Avith 
them.  And  avc  are  proud  that  from  our  midst  have  gone 
those  who  are  giving  full  time  service  to  the  Master. 


PROVIDENCE,  ORANGEBURG  DISTRICT 


The  Providence  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
came  into  being  on  Sunday,  August  10,  1879,  when  it  was 
organized  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Piatt,  the  preacher  in  charge, 
with  an  enrollment  of  fifteen  members.  Those  were  the  days 
when  missionary  activities  were  new,  and  women,  being  ac- 
customed to  the  carrying  out  of  Paul's  admonition  to 
"keep  silent  in  the  churches,"  were  almost  afraid  of  their 
own  voices.  But  this  little  band  of  women  proved  loyal 
workers,  and  no  doubt  the  world  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
their  labors  today. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Piatt  conducted  the  first  devotional  exer- 
cises.    The  fifteen  charter  members  were  as  follows : 

1.  Mrs.  M.  M.  H.  Dantzler  8.     Miss  Octavia  Dantzler 

2.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Bull  9.     Miss  Alice  Dantzler 
5.     Mrs.  Rachel  Dantzler                  10.     Miss  Harriet  Evans 

4.  Mrs.  W.  L.  DeHay  11.  Miss  Lula  Evans 

5.  Mrs.  Mary  Bates  Pcmberton  12.  Miss  Rosa  Dantzler 

6.  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bates  13.  Miss  Ella  Dair  (?) 

7.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dantzler  14.  Mrs.  J.  S.  Thompson 

15.     Mrs.   Elizabeth  Bull   (?) 
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The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President Mrs.  M.  M.  H.  Dantzler 

First  Vice  President Mrs.  R.  W.  Bates 

Second  Vice  President Mrs.  Rachel  Dant2der 

Third  Vice  President Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dantzler 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Octavia  Dantzler 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Mary  Bates  Pemberton 

Treasurer Mrs.  J.  S,  Thompson 

Dues  were  $1.00  per  j^ear.  At  that  time  the  oppor- 
tunity for  women  to  make  their  own  spending  money  was 
very,  very  limited,  but  "where!  there's  a  will,  there's  a 
way,"  and  in  December,  1879,  $15.00  were  sent  to  Con- 
ference Treasurer.  One  charter  member  told  the  writer 
this  story:  "When  the  Society  was  organized  I  was  a 
young  woman,  recently  out  of  college  and  just  married.  I 
had  an  irresistible  desire  to  join,  not  because  I  was  so 
good,  but  rather  because  I  was  lonely,  and  saw  in  this  an 
opportunity  to  mingle  with  folks.  But  I  had  not  so  much 
as  five  cents  with  which  to  pay  dues.  My  husband  had  none 
to  give  me.  I  prayed  and  prayed  earnestly  that  some  way 
be  opened  for  me  to  earn  the  money.  Next  morning  a 
colored  woman  came  and  asked  me  to  make  a  dress  for  her. 
I  knew  very  little  about  sewing,  but  accepted  the  work, 
and  in  return  received  fifty  cents,  the  part  of  the  mission- 
ary money  then  due.  How  this  answer  to  prayer  confirm- 
ed my  faith!  And  I've  never  been  without  money  for 
these  dues  and  pledges  since.  I  verily  believe  the  mission- 
ary society  has  been  the  greatest  agency  for  good  in  my 
life." 

In  1880,  $45.00  were  sent  to  Conference  Treasurer. 
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Miss  Octavia  Dantzler  represented  Providence  at  the  Con- 
ference Society  which  met  in  Charleston  this  same  year. 

The  report  for  1883  showed  a  membership  of  forty, 
with  $165.00  collected  for  all  purposes,  and  fourteen 
copies  of  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate  taken. 

Several  were  constituted  life  members  of  this  society. 
They  were: 


1880. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Piatt. 

1881. 

Mrs.  Maria  Wightman. 

18'82. 

Rev.  W.  D.  Kirkland. 

1882. 

Bishop  A.  W.  Wilson,  Honorary 

Life  Member  Conference  Society. 

1884. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  H.  Dantzler. 

1887. 

Mr.  Wade  Evans. 

1892. 

Rev.  D.  D.  Dantzler. 

1892. 

Mrs.  D.  D.  Dantzler. 

1894. 

Rev.  J.  K.  McKain. 

1896. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hutto. 

1897. 

Rev.  C.  D.  Mann. 

1905. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Evans. 

Mrs.  Lula  Evans  Dantzler  made  herself  a  life  mem- 
ber in  1911,  because  she  wished  to  have  her  name  remain 
on  roll  in  the  society  that  meant  so  much  to  her,  even 
though  she  now  made  her  home  elsewhere. 

The  following  have  servied  as  presidents  since  the 
organization  of  this  society:  Mrs.  M.  M.  H.  Dantzler,  as 
active  president  until  1896,  and  president-emeritus  until 
her  death  in  1905.  Mrs.  Omelia  DeHay  became  president 
in  1896  and  served  until  1915,  with  the  exception  of  one 
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year,  1903,  when  Mrs.  S.  P.  Shuler  held  the  office.  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Shuler  has  served  very  faithfully  since  1915. 

The  society  has  had  the  i)lcasurc  of  knowing  i)erson- 
ally  and  having  visits  from  prominent  Conference  workers. 
This  was  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  Providence  was  situa- 
ted not  many  miles  from  the  old  Union  Camp  Crround, 
now  discontinued.  *'Camp  meeting"  was  an  annual  event 
of  no  little  importance  in  the  early  days.  Church  workers 
from  far  and  near  attended.  It  was  a  time  of  joy  and  in- 
spiration. Among  those  who  visited  Providence  were  Mrs. 
Maria  Wightman,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Her- 
bert. 

Of  the  charter  members,  all  have  gone  to  their  re- 
ward except  Mrs.  Amelia  DeHay,  Mrs.  Harriet  Evans  Bull 
and  Mrs.  Lula  Evans  Dantzler.  All  these  have  been 
active  workers,  each  having  served  for  many  years  in  some 
official  capacity. 

This  society  has  had  the  honor  of  having  had  one 
Conference  officer,  Mrs.  Annie  Shuler  Garner,  who,  be- 
fore her  marriage,  was  Superintendent  of  Social  Service. 

In  1920,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  P.  K.  Rhoad,  wife 
of  the  pastor,  the  society  began  the  custom  of  having  so- 
cial meetings  once  each  quarter.  At  these  meetings  quilts 
were  made  for  Epworth  Orphanage  and  parsonage. 

In  1921  the  treasurer  reported  $246.00  collected  for 
all  purposes. 

In  1923,  the  circle  plan  was  adopted  with  the  follow- 
ing leaders :  Mrs.  F.  Newton  Dantzler,  of  Octavia  Dantzler 
circle;  Mrs.  Amelia  Shuler,  of  Jane  Wait  circle;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Koon,  of  Belle  Bennett  circle,  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Dantzler,  of 
Maria  W^ightman  circle.     Each  circle  meets  monthly  at  the 
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homes  of  the  members.  Mission  study  classes  are  con- 
ducted in  the  circle  meetings.  Once  each  month  there  is 
a  joint  meeting  at  the  church.  One  joint  meeting  each 
quarter  is  a  social  meeting. 

In  1925,  the  District  meeting  was  held  at  Providence, 
with  almost,  if  not  quite  the  largest  attendance  in  its  his- 
tory. The  enrollment  this  year  was  sixty-two  whole  mem- 
bers, but  ninety-seven  names  on  roll.  $580.00  were  collect- 
ed for  all  purposes. 

This  society  raised  the  $5.00  per  capita  quota  and  won 
a  place  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance  in  the  Bennett-Wight- 
man  Memorial  Building.  Also,  $100.00  were  contributed  to 
put  Miss  Octavia  Dantzler  's  name  on  Memorial  Roll.  Form- 
er members  of  Providence  church,  and  other  friends 
shared  with  Providence  the  honor  of  putting  her  name 
there.  This  was  done  in  appreciation  of  the  faithful  ser- 
vice and  devotion  which  she  rendered  in  His  Name.  From 
the  beginning  she  freely  gave  of  herself  and  means  for 
this  work  she  so  loved. 

In  1926  the  society  had  two  visits  from  Miss  Annie 
Bell  Williams,  missionary  to  Japan,  home  on  furlough. 

Records  show  that,  since  the  organization  of  the  so- 
ciety, there  have  been  collected  to  date  $5,751.14.  Many 
packages  of  clothing  have  been  sent  to  Wesley  House,  at 
Orangeburg.  In  February,  1925,  calces  were  sent  to  Ep- 
worth  Orphanage  for  children's  birthday  dinner.  Con- 
tributions have  often  been  made  to  showers  for  outgoing 
missionaries,  and  sometimes  to  Epworth  Orphanage. 

The  missionary  society  occupies  a  prominent  place  in 
our  church  organization,  and  means  much  in  the  lives  of 
those  whom  it  touches.   Inspired  by  the  lives  of  those  who 
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wrought  so  faithfully  in  the  past,  we  have  as  our  goal 
higher  living,  and  more  loyal  service  in  missionary  activi- 
ties. 

Bertha  Dantzler,  Historian 


JERICHO,  ORANGEBURG  DISTRICT 


The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  St. 
Matthews  Circuit,  Orangeburg  District,  was  organized 
August  17th,  1879,  at  Jericho  Church,  by  Rev.  Frederick 
Auld,  with  fifteen  members,  with  Mrs.  J.  W.  Summers  as 
president.  At  the  end  of  the  third  year  we  numbered 
thirty  members.  In  the  beginning  of  the  fourth,  year  our 
president  was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Rush  was  elected  President. 

In  1887  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Humbert  came  to  our  charge 
as  pastor,  and  Mrs.  Humbert  organized  a  Foreign  Mission- 
ary Society  in  each  of  the  four  churches,  Jericho,  Shady 
Grove,  Bethel  and  Jerusalem,  Mrs.  Rush  as  president  of 
the  Jericho  Society,  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Summers  was  elected 
Treasurer. 

In  1915  our  society  was  merged  into  the  Home  and 
Foreign  Society,  with  sixteen  members.  We  note  with  pride 
that  our  society  although  small  in  numbers  has  never  dis- 
banded nor  slackened  in  their  work  for  the  Master.  Dur- 
ing these  long  years  many  changes  took  place,  numbers  of 
our  young  ladies  married  and  left  the  community,  while 
others  have  passed  over  the  river  and  gone  to  their  reward, 
among  them  our  beloved  president,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Rush,  whose 
life  was  noble  and  beautiful. 

At  Mrs.  Rush's  death  Mr.  Rush  asked  that  her  name 
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be  left  on  the  roll  of  the  society,  and  he  paid  her  dues  till 
he  too  passed  away  one  year  ago. 

When  Mrs.  Rush  could  no  longer  carry  on  the  work, 
she  asked  for  an  assistant.  Mrs.  F.  I.  (Jates  was  elected  and 
still  holds'  the  position  as  president  and  could  not  be  more 
faithful. 

Only  one  of  the  charter  members  of  1879  is  now 
living — Mrs.  J.  W.  Summers  of  Cameron.  Though  a  crip- 
l)le  she  is  the  faithful  Treasurer  of  the  Jericho  Society- 

From  its  organization  in  1879  to  1915  we  paid  to 

the  Conference  Treasurer $1838.95 

Since  1915 1827.35 

Paid  full  quota  of  Belle  Bennett  Memorial 145.00 


Total    $3811.30 

Various  amounts  have  been  collected  for  local  work: 
Horry  School,  outgoing  missionaries  and  Wesley  Houses. 
We  now  have  twenty-six  members. 


WHITEHOUSE 


White  Plouse  Society  was  organized  August  22nd, 
1879,  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Bissel,  then  pastor  of  the  Bowman 
charge.  At  the  fii*st  meeting  there  were  not  enough  mem- 
bers to  fill  the  offices  but  at  the  second  meeting  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected ;  President,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Funches, 
Vice  Presidents,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Snell  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Strow- 
man.  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  M.  J.  Smith ;  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Miss  S.  A.  R.  Stroman;  Treasurer,  Miss 
F.  R.  Edwards.    There  were  sixteen  in  the  original  mem- 
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bership.    Three  of  these  are  living  still ;  Mrs.  Maggie  Con- 
nor, ]\Irs.  Sue  Grambling  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  McCants. 

The  required  quota  has  been  paid  by  our  society  and 
its  name  is  on  the  Bennett  Memorial  Roll  of  Honor. 

Our  strength  at  times  has  been  very  small,  and  so 
with  the  numbers,  but  we  have  continued  in  the  work 
from  tlie  first  and  now  number  about  thirty.  Meetings 
are  held  once  a  month  either  at  the  church  or  at  the 
home  of  some  member.  We  try  to  respond  to  every  call. 
We  feel  that  we  have  done  little  but  hope  that  in  years  to 
come  we  may  be  able  to  do  more  for  the  upbuilding  of 
His  Kingdom. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  McC. 


NEW  HOPE,  ROWESVILLE 


The  New  Hope  Auxiliary  of  The  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  Rowesville,  S.  C,  was  organized  on 
October  19th,  1879,  by  the  pastor  of  that  church,  Dr. 
Thomas  Raysor,  with  the  following  officers:  President, 
Mrs.  John  S.  Bowman,  Sr. ;  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Benja- 
min Crum ;  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
John  C.  Whetstone;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  William  C.  Crum. 
The  names  below  are  the  ladies  who  served  as  president  for 
the  succeeding  years.  All  of  them  were  very  zealous  work- 
ers and  did  much  to  keep  the  society  together :  Mrs. 
John  C.  Whetstone,  Mrs.  Belle  Bowman,  Mrs.  Augustus 
Fairey,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Chandler,  Mrs.  Nellie  Barton,  Mrs.  L. 
T.  Phillips,  Mrs.  Dove  Tiller,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Whetstone,  who 
is  now  president  and  has  been  for  about  seven  years.    The 
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name  of  this  society  is  in  the  Bennett  Memorial  Book  of 
Remembrance. 

Mrs.  F.  W.  W. 


BETHLEHEM,  BRANCHVILLE 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Bethlehem 
Church,  Holly  Hill  Circuit,  Orangeburg  District,  South 
Carolina  Conference,  was  organized  October  19,  1879,  by 
Rev.  J.  B.  Piatt,  who  was  pastor  of  this  church  at  that 
time.  This  was  one  of  the  pioneer  societies  and  has  been 
reorganized  twice,  1895  and  1913,  since  its  organization. 
No  charter  members  are  living,  and  all  of  the  old  records 
are  lost.  Mrs.  Piatt,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Piatt,  was  the 
first  president.  Mrs.  Martha  Connor  and  Mrs.  Piatt  were 
life  members  and  the  names  of  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Con- 
nor and  Mrs.  Martha  Connor  were  put  on  the  Belle  Ben- 
nett Memorial  Roll. 

At  present,  1928,  we  have  only  seventy-one  faithful 
members,  and  raised  for  all  purposes  $122.00  last  year. 
We  are  hoping  to  do  more  for  the  Master  this  year  than 
we  have  ever  done. 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Moorer,  President 
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SUMTER  DISTRICT 


TRINITY,  SUMTER 


On  January  29th,  1879,  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  was  organized  at  Trinity  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  Sumter,  S.  C.  (It  was  the  second  auxiliary  organized 
in  the  South  Carolina  Conference.)  The  auxiliary  was  or- 
ganized with  thirty-three  members,  with  the  following  offi- 
cers :  President,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Brown ;  Vice  Presidents,  Mrs.  A. 
J.  China  and  Mrs.  Sam  Flowers ;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Kate  Hoyt;  Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Lizzie  Gil- 
bert ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Gilbert. 

The  first  year,  from  March,  1879  to  March,  1880,  they 
contributed  $33.00.  The  year  ending  December,  1926, 
$1155.00  was  sent  to  the  state  treasurer. 

Trinity  auxiliary  has  one  foreign  missionary,  Miss 
Rosalie  Brown,  Brazil.  Miss  Brown  is  a  step-grand- 
daughter of  the  first  president  of  the  auxiliary.  Miss 
Brown  is  supported  by  the  auxiliary. 

Trinity  has  one  deaconness,  Miss  Mamie  J.  Chandlier, 
at  the  Galloway  Memorial  Church,  Jackson,  Miss. 

Trinity  auxiliary  has  one  charter  member  on  the  roll, 
jMiss  Sallie  Brown,  a  step-daughter  of  its  first  president. 


BISHOPVILLE 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Bethlehem, 
Bishopville,  South  Carolina  is  one  of  which  the  church  is 
justly  proud.  It  has  not  always  been  the  large  and  active 
auxiliary  of  today.    It  is  one  of  the  pioneer  societies   and 
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was  organized  for  foreign  work.  The  first  society  was  or- 
ganized April  13,  1879,  with  an  enrollment  of  seventeen 
members. 

This  work  was  begun  by  a  few  consecrated  women  of 
"Old  Bethlehem"  Church  which  then  stood  one  mile  from 
the  present  site  of  our  now  splendid  city  church.  Among 
the  pioneer  workers  and  those  who  joined  them  in  the 
earlier  years  we  find  recorded  the  names  of :  Mrs.  R.  Y.  Mc- 
Leod,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Stuckey,  Mrs.  Mary  Green  Dennis,  Mrs. 
Camilla  Durant,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Stafford,  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Sear- 
borougli,  Mrs.  John  Kelley,  Mrs.  J.  Oliver  Durant,  Mrs. 
N.  K.  Melton,  Mrs.  Nora  Rogers  Belitzer,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Shu- 
ford,  Miss  Leila  C.  Dixon,  Mi-s.  R.  0.  Dixon,  Mrs.  Mary 
L.  Barrett,  Mrs.  Lena  Baskin. 

Mrs.  R.  Y.  McLeod  was  made  the  firsts  president.  She 
was  followed  by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Stuckey,  who  held  the  office 
as  president  for  seventeen  successive  years. 

There  is  no  record  as  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
society  in  the  early  days.  We  now  have  a  membership  of 
132  and  for  the  year  just  closed  we  have  paid 

Dues    $326.10 

Pledge   424.25 

Local  work   470.43 

Total    $1220.78 

In  addition  we  have  met  many  demands  at  home.  A 
financial  report  of  the  society  shows  that  for  the  past  four 
years  we  raised  for  all  purposes  a  total  of  $6055.72. 

In  1926  we  paid  $6.05  per  capita  for  Belle  Bennett 
]\Ienior:al  and  the  society  has  its  place  in  the  Honor  Roll. 
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In  memory  of  a  deceased  member,  one  beloved  and 
faithful,  we  have  inscribed  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Mary  Louisa  Stuckey. 

When  we  began  work  for  1927  the  society  adopted  the 
scholarship  plan  and  made  in  our  pledge  provision  for 
sending  Shaddock  Jones,  a  very  worthy  girl,  to  Sue  Ben- 
nett Memorial  School,  London,  Kentucky. 

As  we  look  backward  and  think  of  our  wonderful 
growth,  of  the  work  accomplished,  we  should  be  inspired 
to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  New  Year,  our  jubilee,  with 
greater  zeal  and  strive  for  far  higher  and  better  things. 


CAMDEN 


The  first  recording  secretary's  book  is  most  interest- 
ing.   From  it  we  get  the  facts  presented  below: 

The  ladies  met  at  the  church  on  the  22nd  of  June, 
1879,  and  organized.  Dr.  John  0.  Wilson  was  pastor  at 
the  time.  The  following  names  were  enrolled  during  the 
first  year:  Mrs.  A.  H.  Capers,  Mrs.  R.  Goodale,  Mrs. 
Louisa  Pegues,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Gerald,  Miss  E.  T.  Warren,  Mrs. 
Henrietta  Phelps,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Richardson,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Waters,  Miss  Sallie  Leitner,  Miss  Nettie  Nelson,  Mrs.  A. 
D.  Leitner,  Mrs.  Hattie  Clyburn,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Thomason, 
Misses  Sallie,  Fannie  and  Kate  Boswell,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Bis- 
sell,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Burns,  Miss  Sophie  Zemp,  Miss  Ella  Zemp, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Beard,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Legrand,  Miss  F.  B.  Ken- 
nedy, Mrs.  Mary  B.  Zemp,  Mrs.  M.  E.  McCreight. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Capers  was  chosen  president.  Her  son 
married  a  daughter  of  Bishop  Wightman,  and  their  daugh- 
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ter,  Maria  Capers,  was  at  one  time  one  of  our  missionaries 
to  Mexico. 

Mrs.  Burns  was  the  first  recording  secretary.  The 
records  are  carefully  written  and  not  a  single  meeting  was 
missed  the  first  year. 

In  March,  1881,  a  Chinese  girl  was  adopted  by  the 
society — that  is,  thej^  raised  money  to  educate  her,  and 
named  her  Abbie  Capers,  in  honor  of  the  president.  The 
money  for  her  support  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
minutes.     I  wish  I  could  tell  you  what  became  of  her. 

This  record  book  contains  the  minutes  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  shows  a  good  fight  to  keep  things  going 
and  growing. 

Mrs.  Capers  was  president  for  many  years.  Her 
great-granddaughter  is  now  president  of  the  society,  and 
her  great-great-granddaughter,  Elizabeth  DeLoach,  is 
studying  at  Searritt,  with  the  purpose  of  becoming  a 
missionary. 

No  history  of  the  society  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  Miss  Sophie  Zemp.  She  rarely  missed  a  meet- 
ing from  the  time  the  society  was  organized  until  her 
death,  and  served  as  treasurer  for  years. 


LYNCHBURG 


The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  of  Lynch- 
burg, was  organized  June  28,  1879,  with  fifteen  members. 
It  was  reported  at  the  first  annual  session  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  South  Carolina  Confer- 
ence,   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,    which  met  at 
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Trinity  church,  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  April  2,  1880,  as 
having  sixteen  members  and  having  paid  $44.00. 

Among  the  early  officers  were  Mrs.  Martha  Pigate, 
Mrs.  B.  F.  McLeod,  and  Mrs.  Agnes  Perkins,  each  of 
whom  served  as  president,  but  it  cannot  be  ascertained 
which  was  the  first  one.  Others  of  the  officers  were:  Miss 
Anna  Smith,  who  later  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  A. 
Rice,  and  Miss  Fannie  Smith,  who  married  Rev.  Mr. 
Koger  and  accompanied  him  to  the  foreign  field  (Brazil). 

Miss  Mattie  Joye  (Mrs.  Frank  Mcintosh)  was  the 
first  treasurer,  and  Miss  Lucy  McLeod,  corresponding 
and  recording  secretary. 

A  later  president  and  life  member  was  Mrs.  Frank 
Darby,  formerly  Miss  Johnie  Perkins. 

For  several  years  this  society  supported  a  Bible 
Woman  in  the  foreign  field,  known  as  Fannie  Koger. 


ANDREW  CHAPEL,  ORANGEBURG  CIRCUIT 


There  has  been  great  difficulty  in  finding  the  exact 
date  of  the  first  missionary  society  at  Andrew  Chapel, 
Orange  circuit.  After  a  very  careful  research  we  present 
the  following  history  of  our  society: 

In  the  year  1879,  there  was  a  missionary  society  or- 
ganized by  Mrs.  Agnes  Hydrick,  who  held  her  membershi]) 
at  Trinity  church  of  this  charge.  She  acted  some  months 
as  president,  having  to  travel  by  horse  and  buggy,  and 
the  distance  was  many  miles  then.  The  distance  is  the 
same  now,  only  the  automobile  makes  it  seem  nearer.  Mrs. 
Lesha  Wolfe  then  served  us,  Imt  we  cannot  find  how  hmrr 
she  remained  in  office.     We  liad  after  her,  Mrs.  Penny, 
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who  acted  as  i)rc.sidcnt  until  1885.  There  are  still  living 
tour  of  its  charter  members:  Mr.  0.  B.  Riley,  Mrs.  Lesha 
Wolfe,  Miss  Lizzie  Oliver  and  Mrs.  Alice  V.  Gardner.  In 
our  search  of  these  dates  we  found  in  a  scrap  book  made 
by  Mrs.  Ellen  Oliver  Rast,  in  the  year  1880,  a  clipping  out 
of  the  "Advocate",  dated  thus: 

Sunny  Plains,  S.  C. 
Dec.  4,  1879 
Dear  Uncle  Weber : 

A  Juvenile  Missionary  Society,  Auxiliary  to  the  Wo- 
man's Foreign  Missionary  Society,  was  organized  the  13th 
ult.,  which  bears  the  pretty  name  of  "Olive  Plants."  The 
names  of  sixteen  members  were  enrolled  on  the  list,  includ- 
ing the  officers,  who  are  as  follows :  President,  Ellen  R. 
Oliver ;  First  Vice  President,  Arthur  D.  Penny ;  Second 
Vice  President,  Peter  M.  Oliver;  Recording  Secretary, 
Gussie  Staley;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Ella  R.  Penny; 
Treasurer,  Johnnie  J.  Riley;  Lady  Manager,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Penny.  It  added  greatly  to  our  pleasure  to  enroll  the 
names  of  two  sweet  little  babies  as  members  of  our 
society,  little  Onan  B.  Riley,  and  Mary  E.  Dagnall, 
infant  daughter  of  our  pastor,  Rev.  R.  R.  Dagnall.  We 
have  a  committee  to  assign  work  for  each  member  (except 
the  babies)  such  as  reading,  relating  stories  and  contriving 
different  plans  to  make  each  meeting  interesting. 

We  do  hope  that  these  "Olive  Plants"  may  grow  in 
usefulness  and  be  instrumental  in  saving  some  poor 
heathen  child. 

May  our  dear  "Advocate"  ever  live  to  visit  our 
homes. 

Ella  R.  Penny,  Cor.  Sec. 
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From  another  clipping  in  the  same  book  we  found 
this  item  of  interest  to  Uncle  Weber : 

Center  Hill,  S.  C. 
Aug.   31st,   1880 
Dear  Uncle  Weber: 

Please  find  enclosed  $1.30  as  dues  collected  from 
"Olive  Plants"  Juvenile  Society  for  the  last  three  months. 
Sorry  we  cannot  send  more,  hope  to  do  better  next  quar- 
ter. We  have  a  very  interesting  little  society,  though  it 
does  not  number  as  many  as  when  first  organized.  Wish 
you  could  attend  some  of  our  meetings.  I  know  you  would 
urge  us  on  in  our  good  work.  Pray  for  us  that  we  might 
grow  in  numbers  as  well  as  in  the  grace  and  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

Lovingly, 

Ellen  R.  Oliver 

Editor's  Note:  I  would  be  so  glad  to  be  with  you 
and  see  how  nicely  you  conduct  your  meetings.  I  hope 
the  leaflets  were  received. 

S.  A.  L.  W. 
59  Coming  St. 

We  are  sure  this  society  was  still  living  in  the  year 
1885. 

In  1897  there  was  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  or- 
ganized under  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  at  Andrew  Chapel 
Church,  Rev.  W.  E.  Wiggins,  pastor  in  charge. 

In  conclusion  we  must  mention  the  untiring  service 
rendered  us  by  our  lamented  president,  Mrs.  0.  B.  Riley, 
who  served  us  from  the  time  of  ourl  organization,  1897, 
until  her  death,  1926,  covering  twenty-five  years  of  active 
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service  full  of  her  sweet  and  gentle  ways,  always  ready 
to  do  errands  for  the  heathen  cause  as  well  as  her  home 
land.  Words  cannot  picture  what  her  life  meant  to  her 
church,  her  family,  her  community  and  our  society.  She 
always  prayed  so  faithfully  for  our  society  to  live  and 
flourish.  As  a  woman  she  was  distinguished  by  great 
beauty  of  character,  her  life  marked  by  purity,  filled  to  the 
brim  of  faithfulness  to  the  missionary  cause.  Her  work 
was  approved  by  our  society  and  blessed  by  God,  who 
now  has  possession  of  her  immortal  soul. 

Written  hy  Sue  Hildebrand  Livingston 


^ 
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CHAPTER  II 

UPPER    SOUTH    CAROLINA   CONFERENCE 
AUXILIARIES 


ANDERSON  DISTRICT 


The  following  sketch  of  Anderson  District  work  as 
a  whole  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  A.  W.  Attaway,  of  Wil- 
liamston,  district  historian.  We  add  a  few  brief  notices 
of  pioneer  societies  in  Anderson,  Willianiston,  Walhalla 
and  Mt.  Bethel. 


The  history  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of 
Anderson  District  begins  in  1906,  as  before  that  time  the 
societies  Avere  in  Greenville  District.  In  these  years  from 
1879  to  1906,  the  societies  which  now  comprise  Ander- 
son District  furnished  the  following  secretaries  for  Green- 
ville District:  Miss  Olivia  Newton  (Mrs.  Evatt),  of 
Sharon  Society,  Avas  elected  in  1889  and  served  five 
years;  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Goodgion,  of  Willianiston,  served 
several  years;  Miss  Bertha  Anderson  (Mrs.  D.  P. 
Gray),  of  Willianiston,  one  year;  Mrs.  R.  T.  Jaynes,  of 
Walhalla,  one  year.  Miss  Clara  Osborne,  of  Anderson, 
was  elected  in  1903,  and  served  as  secretary  in  all  about 
fifteen  years.  She  had  the  arduous  task  of  readjusting 
the  work  for  the  new  district. 

A  break  in  Miss  Osborne's  secretaryship  was  filled 
one  year  by  Miss  Mary  R.  Morgan,  of  Central,  and  one 
year  by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Martin.  In  1915  Miss  Osborne  was 
re-elected.     She  resigned  in  1919,  and  Mrs.  D.  L.  Reid 
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was  elected  and  served  till  1927.  Miss  Maud  Cely,  of 
Bethesda,  near  Piedmont,  is  her  successor. 

This  district  has  four  foreign  missionary  societies : 
St.  John's  (Anderson),  Williamston,  Pendleton  and  Wal- 
halla.  St.  John's  was  organized  March  5,  1879,  by  Hex. 
John  E.  Carlisle,  with  eight  members :  Mrs.  J.  E.  Car- 
lisle, Mrs.  H.  F.  Garrison,  Mrs.  Jesse  Smith,  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Ligon,  Mrs.  Margaret  Van  Wyck,  Mrs.  Jane  Hubbard,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  C.  Featherstone,  Mrs.  Lucy  Nardin. 

Miss  Delia  V.  Wright,  from  this  society,  went  to 
Brazil  as  a  missionary  in  1901,  and  served  a  number  of 
years. 

Dr.  Samuel  Lander  organized  the  Williamston  W. 
M.  S.,  April  11,  1879,  Avith  twenty  members :  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Anderson,  Mrs.  S.  Campbell,  Mrs.  V.  Campbell,  Mrs.  T. 
Charles,  Mrs.  Austin  Clement,  Mrs.  John  Finger,  Mrs.  A. 
H.  Ford,  Mrs.  John  Gambrel,  Mrs.  Samuel  Lander,  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Langdon,  Mrs.  D.  D.  Moore,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Prince, 
Miss  M,  Prince,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Prince,  Mrs.  Curtis  Richie, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Wallace,  Mrs.  Harry  Wood, 
Miss  Kate  Woodin,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Workman.  Of  these,  Mrs. 
G.  E.  Prince  and  Miss  M.  Prince  (Mrs.  J.  M.  Richard- 
son) are  living  today. 

Mrs.  S.  Lander  Avas  the  first  president,  and  served 
faithfully  for  twelve  years.  Mrs.  D.  D.  Moore  was  the 
efficient  recording  secretary  for  the  first  six  years  up  to 
her  death.  Her  beautifully  kept  minutes  are  highly 
valued  by  the  society  today. 

Pendleton  was  a  pioneer  society,  but  the  records 
were  lost  and  the  society  died.  It  was  reorganized  by 
Mrs.  A.  V.  Harbin,  in  1911. 
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Walhalla  was  organized  in  1879,  by  Rev.  C.  D.  Mann, 
with  sixteen  members:  Mrs.  D.  A.  Smith,  Mrs.  C.  D. 
Mann,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Strother,  Mrs.  John  J.  Ansel,  Mrs. 
John  Bauknight,  Mrs.  Maria  Bauknight,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Mc- 
Clair,  Miss  Lula  Mickler,  Mrs.  John  Perry,  Mrs.  Bray, 
Mrs.  Carrie  Sligh,  Mrs.  Adair,  Mrs.  Florence  Thompson. 
Other  three  names  lost.  Mrs.  D.  A.  Smith  was  the  first 
president.  This  society  has  been  enrolled  in  the  Bennett 
Book  of  Remembrance. 

Anderson  has  sent  out  four  missionaries:  Miss 
Delia  Wright,  to  Brazil,  in  1901;  Miss  Fannie  Scott,  to 
Brazil,  in  1919 ;  Miss  Myra  Anderson,  to  Japan,  in  1922 ; 
Miss  Susie  Pruitt,  to  Brazil,  in  1925.  The  last  three  are 
in  active  work,  although  Miss  Scott,  as  Mrs.  Dan  Betts, 
is  now  under  the  General  Board  of  Missions.  Anderson 
claims  a  part  in  Miss  Ruth  Diggs,  who  went  to  Korea 
from  this  district  in  1926,  and  was  given  a  farewell 
shower  by  the  district. 

Mrs.  Bessie  MeCalla,  of  Starr,  assumed  the  main- 
tenance of  Miss  Myra  Anderson,  in  Japan,  when  she  first 
became  a  missionary,  and  has  continued  to  make  this 
large  contribution  each  year. 

Anderson  District  has  a  library  of,  mission  study 
l)ooks  since  1922,  which  has  been  used  with  profit.  Miss 
Iva  Mahaffey,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Wright,  and  Miss  Clara  Osborne 
have  served  as  librarians. 

This  history  Avould  be  incomplete  without  mention 
of  the  faithfulness  of  Mrs.  Julia  D.  Shanklin,  of  Rock 
Springs  Society.  This  devoted  woman  would  not  let  the 
society  die,  but  paid  her  dues  and  reported  Avhen  she  Avas 
the  only  member  for  years.     Now  that  she  has  gone  to 
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her  reward,  we  pray  that  some  one  may  keep    alive    the 
spirit  of  missions  in  that  church. 

Eight  societies  attained  the  honor  of  enrollment  in 
the  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance :  Starr,  Ware  Shoals, 
Seneca,  Central,  Hodges,  Walhalla,  Mt.  Bethel,  King's 
Chapel, 

The  district  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  able, 
devoted  secretaries,  who  have  not  spared  themselves  in 
advancing  the  work. 

The  first  report  in  1907  gives  nineteen  adult  socie- 
ties, thirteen  juniors;  total  contributions  $845.95.  The 
last  report,  1927,  thirty-four  adult  societies,  six  young 
people's,  fifteen  juniors,  nine  baby  divisions;  contri- 
butions $4,383.13. 

Mrs.  a.  W.  Attaway,  Historian 


ST.  JOHNS,  ANDERSON 


The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was  the 
first  organization  of  the  w^omen  of  St.  Johns  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  located  at  Anderson,  S.  C.  It  Avas  or- 
ganized by  Rev.  John  E,  Carlisle  on  March  5,  1879,  The 
charter  members  were  Mrs.  John  E,  Carlisle,  Mrs.  Henry 
F.  Garrison,  Mrs.  Jesse  Smith,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Ligon,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Van  Wyck,  Mrs.  Jane  Hubbard,  Mrs.  J.  C.  C. 
Featherstone  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Nardin. 

The  young  people  and  children  were  organized  into 
a  Juvenile  Missionary  Society  in  1887  by  Mrs.  W,  H, 
Wightman,  she  being  ''Lady  Manager"  for  two  years. 
When  she  was  sent  with  her  husband  to  another  charge, 
the  Society  selected  Mr,  W.  R.  Osborne  to  take  her  place, 
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which  he  did  in  a  most  acceptable  manner  for  some  years. 

A  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  about  1900, 
and  was  run  independently  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciet}^  for  several  years,  the  two  later  combining. 

In  January,  1920,  all  women's  societies  of  St.  Johns 
united,  according  to  the  plan  of  the  Missionary  Council. 
There  Avas  some  opposition  to  the  union,  but  this  has  all 
been  overcome.  We  Avere  fortunate  in  the  selection  of 
our  President,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Nardin,  who  is  a  born  or- 
ganizer, and  we  Avere  soon  working  successfully. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wolling  went  with  her  husband  from  our 
Society  to  Brazil  in  1887.  Later  Miss  Delia  V.  Wright, 
after  finishing  at  Scarritt,  Avent  to  Brazill,  Avhere  she 
spent  some  years.  She  is  noAv  engaged  in  Home  Mission 
Avork.  No  records  have  been  kept  of  money  collected, 
but  Ave  have  contributed  to  all  calls  made.  All  moneys 
used  for  missions  have  been  voluntary  contributions. 

(Mrs.)    Emma  W.  Broyles 


MT.  BETHEL,  PRINCETON  CIRCUIT 


The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Mt. 
Bethel  church,  Princeton  Circuit,  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
societies,  having  been  organized  March  9,  1878,  by  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Humbert. 

Mt.  Bethel  church  at  that  time  belonged  to  the 
Tumbling  Shoals  Circuit,  Cokesbury  District. 

The  society  Avas  organized  Avith  ten  members,  and 
the  following  officers  Avere  elected :  President,  Mrs.  J. 
B.  Humbert ;  Vice  Presidents,  Mrs.  Samuel  Todd  and  Mrs. 
E.  Cambrol ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  Fannie  Sulli- 
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van;  Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Lucia  Epps;  Treasurer, 
Miss  Sallie  Gilkerson. 

This  has  never  been  a  very  strong  society  in  num- 
bers, but  there  have  always  been  the  "faithful"  few 
who  did  their  bit  to  keep  the  light  burning. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Humbert  served  as  President  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  Part  of  the  time  there  Avere  only 
three  members  and  they  lived  so  far  apart  they  did  not 
have  regular  meetings,  but  they  paid  their  dues,  and  by 
so  doing  their  reports  served  to  keep  the  society  from 
being  lost  sight  of. 

Among  those  who  served  as  president  later  were 
Mrs.  C.  Q.  West,  Miss  Mary  McCullough,  Mrs.  Mary  H. 
Sullivan  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Rountree.  By  work  of  the  latter 
and  the  efforts  of  Miss  Ellen  Abrams,  the  name  of  the 
society  was  recorded  in  the  "Book  of  Remembrance." 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Sullivan,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Sharpe  and  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Humbert,  charter  members,  are  still  interested  in 
the  work,  though  infirmities  of  age  prevent  them  from 
taking  an  active  part.  The  society  is  fortunate  in  having 
at  this  time  Mrs.  L.  C.  Taylor  as  president,  and  Miss 
Sudie  Medlock,  secretary  and  treasurer.  They  are  filling 
their  offices  admirably. 
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AXXIK    BELLE   WILLIAMS 
Lambuth   Bible  and  Training  School   of  Chris- 
tian   Workers,    Osaka,    Japan 


COKESBURY  DISTRICT 


An  expressive  slogan  by  Miss  Mabel  K.  Howel — 
"Looking  backward,  thinking  forward" — verj^  aptly  sug- 
gests a  survey  of  our  Woman's  Missionary  Work  since 
its  inception  December,  1878,  also  a  wish  and  an  urge  to 
greater  achievements.  During  the  Annual  Conference  at 
Newberry,  S.  C,  "A  convention  of  ladies  assembled  at 
the  Methodist  Church  at  3:30  P.  M.  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  Missionary  Conference  Society  ! ' ' 

Proud  old  Cokesbury,  to  have  had  within  your  bor- 
ders a  meeting  of  such  portentous  and  far-reaching  re- 
sults !  That  historic  Conference  seems  a  vital  part  of 
Cokesbury  District  as  does  the  Conference  Missionary 
Society  organized  at  that  time.  Of  this  Cokesbury  is 
sure^that  meeting  of  notably  timid  w^omen  of  Central, 
Newberry,  who  banded  themselves  together  as  an  auxil- 
iary to  the  Conference  Society  to  disseminate  the  gospel 
of  peace  is  Cokesbury 's  own;  beloved  for  their  spirit  of 
daring  and  later  for  their  tenacity  to  an  ideal. 

Surely  a  smile,  a  very  tender  smile,  rippled  over  the 
faces  about  God's  throne  when  those  timid  women  de- 
clared themselves  willing  to  do  missionary  work  when 
not  one  in  the  group  had  ever  attempted  to  hold  a  public 
service  !  With  true  pioneer  spirit  our  pioneer  missionaries 
staked  their  claims  as  settlers  in  new  territory,  grown 
up  with  weeds  of  ignorance,  superstition  and  unbelief; 
and  with  prophetic  vision  saw  their  territory  trans- 
formed and  abloom  with  justice,  love,  and  mercy.  Long 
and  arduous  were  their  labors,  but  they  never  knew  de- 
feat.    The  task  was  great.     Life    is    short.     They    rest. 
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But  ere  they  went  into  the  other  room  they  challenged 
us  to  carry  on. 

*'In  1879  there  sprang  up,  as  if  by  magic,  eighty- 
six  auxiliaries  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea.  Every 
station  in  the  Conference  had  an  auxiliary  except  Buck- 
ville." 

The  following  in  Cokesbury  District  are  distinguish- 
ed as  a  part  of  that  honorable  roll:  Cokesbury,  organ- 
ized July  13,  1879;  Newberry,  organized  March  4,  1879, 
Mt.  Pleasant,  organized  March  23,  1879 ;  New  Chapel,  or- 
ganized April  26,  1879 ;  Trinity,  organized  July  13,  1879 ; 
Bethlehem,  organized  July  19,  1879 ;  Salem,  organized 
July  22,  1879;  Greenwood,  organized  October  5,  1879; 
Hopewell,  organized  October  19,  1879 ;  Mt.  Lebanon,  or- 
ganized October  12,  1879 ;  Ninety-Six.  organized  Novem- 
ber 16,  1879;  Abbeville,  organized  June  18,  1879;  Mt. 
Bethel,  organized  1882 ;  Hodges,  organized  April  18, 
1880;  Prosperity,  organized  May,  1885. 

Though  our  Pioneer  Missionary  Societies  have 
reached  the  age  of  fifty  years  they  are  still  vigorous  and 
at  Avork  as  heretofore. 

After  such  a  lapse  of  time  there  have  been  many 
changes  in  the  personnel  of  these  societies  since  they 
came  into  being,  yet  the  same  spirit  of  good  Avill  pre- 
vails. 

Cokesbury  District  alone  has  forty-one  adult  mis- 
ionary  societies  with  1,000  members  who  are  not  only 
contributing  money  but,  having  imbibed  the  spirit  of 
those  gone  before,  are  giving  themselves  freely  and  with- 
out stint  to  missionary  work. 

Cokesbury  also  has  eight  Young  People's  societies 
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and  sixteen  Juniors.     "The  race  moves  forward  on  the 
feet  of  little  children." 

Cokesbury's  efficient  secretary  reports  nine  new  so- 
cieties (1926),  having  led  Upper  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference in  new  organizations  for  three  years,  and  won 
the  banner  for  organization  in  1924.   Bravo ! 

Having  divided  the  District  into  four  zones-  Abbe- 
ville, Greenwood,  Newberry,  and  Saluda,  is  an  advantage, 
since  the  places  of  meeting  are  of  easy  access  to  mem- 
bers nearby  and  so  makes  new  organizations  surer. 

The  local  Avork  by  our  Social  Service  Committees  is 
worthy  of  mention.  These  committees  graciously  respond 
to  every  call. 

Mission  Study  and  the  Bible  Classes  are  on  the  in- 
crease. Also  there  are  contributions  from  Cokesbury 
District  in  the  Woman's  Department  in  the  Southern 
Christian  Advocate  twice  a  year. 

A  scholarship  at  Scarritt,  the  support  of  two  Bible 
Women,  and  one  hospital  bed  in  China  are  some  of  Cokes- 
bury  District's  creditable  investments. 

The  names  of  the  following  societies  have  distinct- 
ion of  being  on  the  Honor  Roll  of  the  Book  of  Remem- 
brance : 

Abbeville 
Greenwood 
Newberry 
Waterloo 

In  the  Book  of  Remebrance,  written  in  letters  that 
glow,  for  love  inscribed  them  there,  are  the  names  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  (R.  W.)  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Greene.  To 
honor  such  as  thev  is  an  honor  to  him  who  bestows  the 
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honor.  The  workers  slip  away  but  the  work  goes  on. 
Miss  Louise  Best,  at  home  on  furlough,  now  at  Scarritt, 
is  Cokesbury  District's  missionary  to  Brazil.  Noav  and 
always  she  is  Cokesbury 's  "Best." 


OUR  DISTRICT  SECRETARIES 


Just  a  word  of  appreciation  for  our  district  secre- 
taries who  have  so  gallantly  led  us  on  to  new  achieve- 
ments. It  must  be  remembered  when  our  work  was  or- 
ganized there  were  two  Societies— The  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  and  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
Society.  Following  are  the  names  of  district  secretaries 
and  the  organizations  over  which  they  presided  with 
dignity  and  charming  self  confidence : 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Nickles,    first    District    Secretary    Woman's 

Home  Society. 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Medlock,  second  District  Secretary  Woman's 

Home  Society. 
Mrs.  J.  W.    White,    third    District    Secretary    Woman's 

Home  Society. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Greene,    first    District    Secretary    Woman's 

Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Owens,  second  District    Secretary    Woman's 

Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Mrs.  W.   H.  Holland,    third  District  Secretary  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

These  societies  were  united  in  1915  under  the  name 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  when  Mrs.  White  as- 
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sumed  charge.  After  a  successful  leadership  of  sixteen 
years  Mrs.  "White  resigned  in  1923,  Since  then  Mrs. 
Keller  has  successfully  carried  the  work  forward  in 
Cokesbury   District. 

Inspired  by  their  leadership  we  press  on    to    "the 
victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith." 

"Not  to  the  strong  is  the  battle 

Not  to  the  swift  is  the  race, 
Yet  to  the  true  and  the  faithful 

Victory    is    promised    through    grace." 

Sue  Chapman  Herbert 
(Mrs.  W.  I.  Herbert,  Sr.) 


CENTRAL,  NEWBERRY 


This  is  the  birth  place  of  organized  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Work  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference.  In  this 
church  building  the  Conference  organization  was  effected 
on  December  16th,  1878.  The  following  names  of  mem- 
bers of  our  church  are  upon  that  first  roll :  Mrs.  Dr. 
Ruff,  Mrs.  Dr.  Fant,  Miss  Alice  Kinard  (Mrs.  A.'  Coke 
Smith),  Mrs.  Mathis,  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Culbreth,  Miss  M.  F. 
Jones,  Miss  Lizzie  White,  Miss  M.  E.  W.  Pope,  Mrs.  T.  S. 
Moorman,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Chapman,  Miss  Hedwig  Wisker- 
man,  Mrs.  Y.  J.  Pope,  Mrs.  Harriet  Lane,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Chreitzberg,  Miss  Ada  Moorman. 

In  the  following  year,  March  4th,  1879,  the  Central 
Auxiliary  was  organized  with  thirty-one  members.  Mrs. 
Y.  J.  Pope  was  our  first  i)residcnt  with  Mrs.  T.  F.  (Jren- 
eker  and  Mrs.  S.  F.  Fant  as  vice  presidents,  Miss  Mary 
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E.  W.  Pope,  corresponding  secretary.  Miss  Lillie  Chap- 
man, recording  secretary,  and  Miss  Addie  Moorman, 
treasurer.  The  amount  raised  for  the  rest  of  that  year 
is  reported  as  $22.00 

Worth-while  things,  no  matter  hoAv  small  the  begin- 
ning, grow  into  big  things.  So  our  society  began  to  work 
and  groAv. 

We  bore  the  expenses  of  a  Bible  Woman  in  Durango, 
Mexico,  for  three  j^ears,  1900-1903.  It  sponsored  scAving 
and  cooking  classes  at  the  mills  in  Newberry  several 
years.  We  are  very  proud  of  some  of  our  members  who 
are  witlij  us  no  more  and  of  some  who  are  now  on  our 
roll.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Humbert  was  the  first'  Conference  Cor- 
responding Secretary.  I  have  been  told  that  the  missionary 
cause  was  her  very  life.  Mrs.  W.  I.  Herbert,  Avho  is  now 
President  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  South 
Carolina  Conference,  was  once  a  member  here.  Miss 
Eliza  McCollough,  a  graduate  of  Scarritt,  and  once  a 
home  missionary  here,  is  on  our  roll,  and  Miss  Lucy 
Epps,  a  graduate  of  the  Missionary  Training  School  at 
Nashville,  is  one  of  our  members.  Our  President,  Mrs. 
J.  W,  White,  served  our  District  as  Secretary  for  six- 
teen years,  first  as  District  Secretary  of  the  Home  Socie- 
ty and  then  of  the  united  Missionary  Society.  Mrs.  P. 
C.  Gilliard  was  for  a  long  time  Superintendent  of  Young 
People  for  the  Conference. 

Our  society  has  grown  from  thirty-one  members  to 
ninety-five,  and  we  raised  $751.21  this  year  and  only 
$22.00  the  first  year. 

It  has  been  our  pleasure  to  entertain  three  annual 
Conferences.     It  met  here  in  1885,  1901  and  1922.     We 
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arq  so  glad  that  it  will  be  our  pleasure  to  entertain  the 
Conference  this  Jubilee  year.  It  is  only  natural  that  it 
should  want  to  come  back  to  the  "land  of  its  nativity." 


NEW  CHAPEL 


New  Chapel  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  or- 
ganized April  26,  .1879,  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Campbell.  The 
following  names  were  enrolled :  Mrs.  Thomas  Adams 
(deceased),  Mrs.  E.  A.  Boulware  (deceased),  Mrs.  I.  H. 
Boulware  (deceased),  Miss  Fannie  Boulware  (Mrs.  Fan- 
nie Major),  Miss  Hattie  Boulware  (Mrs.  D.  M.  Lang- 
ford),  Miss  Cynthia  Boulware  (deceased).  Miss  Mattie 
Boyd  (deceased).  Miss  Fannie  Boyd  (Mrs.  Fannie  Riser), 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Boyd  (deceased),  Mrs.  D.  A.  Cannon  (de- 
ceased). Miss  Fannie  Cannon  (deceased).  Miss  Bessie 
Cannon  (Mrs.  Alpheus  Attaway),  Miss  Nannie  Long 
(Mrs.  D.  L.  Hanim),  Mrs.  L.  W.  Long  (deceased),  Mrs. 
Frank  Schumpert  (deceased),  Mrs.  J.  C.  Schumpert  (de- 
ceased), Mrs.  Ida  Stewart  (Mrs.  Ida  Boozer). 

Election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows :  President, 
Miss  Fannie  Boulware ;  Vice  President,  Miss  Fannie 
Boyd ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  Bessie  Cannon ; 
Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Cynthia  Boulware;  Treasurer, 
Miss  Fannie  Cannon. 

"To  you  from  falling  hands  we  throw  the  torch 
Be  yours  to  hold  it  high." 

Beginning  with  the  pioneer  president,  New  Chapel 
has  had  eight  presidents  in  the  past  fifty  beautiful  years 
since  organization : 
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Miss  Fannie  Boulware 1879-1882 

Mrs.  D.  A.  Cannon 1882-1887 

Mrs.  Bessie  Cannon 1887-1889 

Mrs.  Lula  Long 1889-1890 

Mrs.  I.  H.  Boulware 1890-1892 

Mrs.  Belle  Cannon  1892-1902 

Mrs.   I.   P.   Cannon   1902-1918 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Boulware 1918-1928 

Mrs.  Boulware  is  still  at  the  helm,  safely  guiding 
New  Chapel  Auxiliary  through  every  difficult  under- 
taking, with  Mrs.  I.  P.  Cannon  as  Vice  President  and 
Chairman  of  Social  Service  Committee.  That  branch  of 
our  work  moves  forward  and  has  been  very  highly  com- 
mended. 

Having  won  no  laurels  for  great  achievements,  New 
Chapel  Auxiliary  has  at  least  the  distinction  of  being 
unique.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  J.  S.  Wheeler  very 
effectively  discharged  the  duties  of  "Lady  Manager"  of 
New  Chapel  Juveniles ! 

In  1909,  New  Chapel  Auxiliary  entertained  the  Dis- 
trict Conference,  which  proved  a  delight  to  those  in  at- 
tendance. From  the  presiding  officer,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Owens, 
on  down  through  the  rank  and  file,  good  will  and  har- 
mony prevailed.  Miss  Johnnie  Sanders  was  with  us  and 
as  she  told  us  of  her  hopes  and  aspirations,  leading  us 
swiftly  to  realms  of  higher  thinking,  her  face  was  radiant 
with  the  indwelling  spirit  of  love.  Watching  her,  some 
one  said  in  a  tone  of  deep  reverence,  "She  looks  like 
Jesus."  And  truly  she  did.  Since  then  she  has  slipped 
away  to  be  with  God. 

Although   not    a     pioneer    member.    New     Chapel's 
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historian  has  been  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer 
forty-four  years,  coming  in  touch  with  the  master  build- 
ers of  our  day.  who,  with  others  of  like  inspiration,  laid  the 
foundation  of  "the  finest  piece  of  missionary  organi- 
zation on  the  American  continent,"  and  with  whom  to 
have  been  associated  as  ''co-laborers  together  with  God" 
is  a  lasting  benediction. 

(The  New  Chapel  historian,  forty-four  years  Cor- 
responding Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Auxiliary,  is 
Mrs.  Sue  Chapman  Herbert,  wife  of  Mr.  Walter  I.  Her- 
bert, for  many,  many  years  steward  and  Sunday  school 
superintendent  in  the  church  in  which  he  has  been 
brought  up,  and  uncle  of  the  Editor  of  this  book.)  — 
Editor. 


TRINITY,  NEWBERRY  CIRCUIT 


Trinity  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  first  or- 
ganized July  13th,  1879,  with  ten  members.  The  officers 
elected  were :  President,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Waldrop ;  Vice 
Presidents,  Miss  Lizzie  Martin  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Senn ;  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Mrs.  S.  F.  Longshore ;  Recording 
Secretary,  Miss  Mamie  Kinard ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Pitts.  Two  of  the  charter  members  are  still  living :  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Pitts  and  Mrs.  S.  F.  Grizzard  (was  Mrs.  S.  F.  Long- 
shore). For  a  number  of  years  the  society  flourished  and 
then  only  a  few  were  found  at  the  meetings.  Finally 
the  meetings  were  discontinued  but  Mrs.  Grizzard  Avent 
from  house  to  house  Teceiving  the  dues  and  was  thus  able 
to  send  in  the  quarterly  report  continually.  In  1916  Mrs. 
J.  W.  White  of  Newberry  came  to  us  and  reorganized 
our  society.     Since  then  we  have  had  regular  meetings. 
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We  are  trying  to  make  this  year  tlie  best  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  work,  with  His  help. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Longshore  Avas  elected  president  at  the 
time  of  reorganization  and  served  till  her  death,  March 
1st,  1923.  She  was  a  faithful,  consecrated  woman.  We 
now  have  twenty-one  members  on  roll  and  our  pledge 
for  the  past  year  was  $75.00. 

Mrs.  J.  B.,  President 


MAIN  STREET,  GREENWOOD 


On  October  5th,  1879,  while  Rev.  R.  P.  Franks  was 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Greenwood,  a  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  was  organized,  with  eighteen 
members.  Some  of  these  are :  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  Mrs. 
L.  D.  Merriman,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Oldham,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Greene, 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Davis,  Mrs.  Emma  Waller,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Major, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Clyde,  Mrs.  Kate  Medlock,  Mrs.  Ella  Cobb 
Walker. 

Mrs.  Mary  Greene  was  the  first  president,  and  later 
was  Conference  treasurer  for  eleven  years.  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Davis  was  the  first  treasurer,  and  is  still  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  society.  Other  officers  were  :  Vice  Presidents, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Oldham  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Anderson;  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  Mrs.  Cad  G.  Waller;  Recording 
Secretary,  Miss  Ella  Cobb. 

The  cause  of  missions  was  not  popular  in  those  days, 
and  the  women  met  Avith  discouragement  and  indifference. 
The  work  was  new,  there  were  no  interesting  bulle- 
tins or  literature  sent  out  to  inform  the  women  on  the 
needs  of  the  foreign  fields.     The  ten  cents  dues  a  month 
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were  hard  to  collect,  and  often  ice-cream  suppers  and 
lectures  were  had  to  supplement  these  gifts. 

"Where  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish,"  and 
these  brave  women  blazed  the  trail  and  by  sacrifices  and 
prayers  laid  the  foundation  for  the  present  society. 

About  1891  a  Home  Missionary  Society  was  organ- 
ized, and  in  1910  these  two  societies  were  united  under 
the  name  "Woman's  Missionary  Society."  In  those  years 
it  was  customary  to  haTe  the  sermon  at  Easter  preached 
by  a  visiting  preacher,  and  the  collection  on  that  day  was 
used  in  making  twenty-one  Life  Members. 

This  organization,  beginning  with  eighteen  members, 
now  has  183.  Last  year  we  raised  $1300.00.  For  thirty 
years  the  society,  with  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Waller,  one  of  the  charter  members,  has  supported  a 
Bible  Woman  in  China.  Another  Bible  Woman,  Cath- 
erine Lai,  is  supported  by  one  of  our  members,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  note  that  she  was  the  first  native  mission- 
ary worker  to  be  sent  to  Manchuria. 

The  society  also  maintains  a  hospital  bed  in  China. 
Our  organization  is  divided  into  six  circles,  each  taking 
its  turn  in  visiting  jails,  hospitals  and  County  Farm. 

The  society  has  given  $675.00  on  Bell  Bennett 
Memorial,  and  several  names  of  loved  ones  have  been 
placed  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance. 

We  are  proud  to  have  one  of  our  members,  Mrs. 
Bourne,  as  Conference  President,  and  Mrs.  Alonza  Kel- 
lar  as  District  Secretary. 

The  Greenwood  Society  has  been  on  the  honor  roll 
for  several  years,  and  while  we  are  grateful  for  the  re- 
sults accomplished,  we  will  not  be  satisfied  until  every 
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member  of  Main  Street  is  a  member  of  the  Missionary 
Society. 


NINETY  SIX 


This  society  was  organized  as  a  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  November  16th,  1879,  with  sixteen  members,  and 
it  paid  thirteen  dollars  the  first  year. 

Mrs.  el.  W.  Calhouse  was  the  first  president ;  vice 
presidents  were  Mrs.  R.  W.  Major,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Cason  and 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Moore ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  T.  L. 
Moore ;  recording  secretary,  MisS  Mattie  L.  Lipscomb ; 
treasurer,  Miss  Nannie  Kenard.  Later  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cau- 
then  served  as  president.  Still  later  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait 
held  that  office  and  she  organized  the  Home  Missionary 
Society  also. 

Mrs.  W.  II.  Holland  of  this  society  served  several  years 
as  District  Secretary.  Mrs.  Lillie  Kinard  is  our  oldest 
member  still  living.  She  joined  in  1882,  and  was  a  num- 
ber of  years  recording  secretary. 

Last  year  Mrs.  W.  B.  Anderson  and  our  oldest  mem- 
ber, Mrs.  L.  M.  Moore,  died  and  during  the  past  two  years 
some  of  our  best  members  have  moved  away,  among  them 
Mrs.  Hutchinson  and  Miss  Lulie  Cauthen. 

Maud  Brabham 


178 


FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928 


VERDIE   AXUKRSOX 
Ruth  Hargrove  Settlement,  Key  West,  Florida 


COLUMBIA  DISTRICT 


WINNSBORO 


We  were  on  the  Columbia  district :  Rev.  Meynardie, 
Presiding  Elder;  Rev.  W.  A.  Rogers,  preacher  in  charge. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Rogers  organized  the  society  with  Mrs. 
E.  B.  McMaster,  president,  and  Mrs.  N.  L.  Connor,  vice 
president.  Mrs.  McMaster  remained  president  until  her 
death  in  1897.  We  have  two  charter  members  still  in 
our  society,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Jordan  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  Center. 
Our  society  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  the  annual 
missionary  meeting  in  1894  and  had  our  beloved  Mrs. 
Wightman  and  Mrs.  Humbert  with  us.  Also  we  had  Mrs. 
L.  E.  Brown  at  her  first  annual  meeting  in  our  town  in 
1920.  In  1892  we  had  sLxteen  on  the  roll.  In  1927  Ave 
still  have  sixteen  members,  losing  some  by  death  and  re- 
moval and  gaining  others.  So,  you  see,  we  are  a  small 
society  but  working  hard  for  the  cause.  We  united  in  our 
society  when  there  was  just  one.  We  have  our  name  on 
the  Book  of  Remembrance  of  the  Bennett-Wightman 
Memorial  at  Scarritt.  Just  to  show  how  the  work  has  in- 
creased in  1902  the  total  amount  sent  in  was  $30.93.  In 
1926  the  Budget  was  $200.00.  Our  local  work  is  active. 
In  the  last  five  years  we  have  spent  over  $3,000.00  on  our 
parsonage  and  grounds  in  front  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Center, 

JVIiSS  M.   Mc]\L\STER, 

Historians 
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WASHINGTON  STREET,  COLUMBIA 


I 


When  a  convention  of  ladies  representing  ten 
charges  in  the  South  Carolina  Conference  assembled  in 
the  Methodist  Church  at  Newberry,  3  :30  o  'clock  on  the 
afternoon  of  December  16,  1878,  there  were  three  from 
Washington  Street  Methodist  Church,  Columbia,  namely : 
Mrs.  William  M.  Martin,  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Beam,  and  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Chreitzberg.  (At  that  annual  conference  of  minis- 
ters which  was  then  in  session  at  Newberry,  Dr.  A.  M. 
Chreitzberg  was  sent  to  Columbia,  Washington  Street,  as 
preacher  in  charge.) 

Of  the  original  executive  officers  of  the  Conference 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  elected  on  this 
16th  day  of  December,  two  were  furnished  by  what  was 
a  few  months  later  the  Washington  Street  Missionary  So- 
ciety, namely :  Mrs.  William  M.  Martin,  Second  Vice 
President ;  Mrs.  Mrs.  A.  M.  Chreitzberg,  Recording  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Wash- 
ington Street  Church,  Columbia,  was  organized  March  5, 
1879,  the  following  officers  being  elected : 

President Miss  Isabella  D.  Martin 

Vice  President Mrs.  Samuel  Beard 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  F.  M.  Ehrlich 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  E.  W.  Veal 

Treasurer Mrs.  J.  C.  Dial 

This  is  a  partial  list  of  charter  members :  Bean,  Miss 
Lizzie  M.,  Beard,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Campbell,  Mrs.  L.  J., 
Chrietzberg,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  Davis,  Mrs.  S.  A.,  Dial,  Mrs.  J. 
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C,  Ehrlich,  Mrs.  Frank  M.,  Ehrlich,  Mrs.  Edward,  Fri- 
day, Mrs.  Samuel  D.,  Friday,  Mrs.  James  K.,  Johnson, 
Mrs.  Robert,  Johnson,  Miss  Susie,  LaMotte,  Mrs.  T.  J., 
Martin,  Mrs.  William  M.,  Martin,  Miss  Isabella  D.,  Mc- 
Kay, Mrs.  R.  B.,  Veal,  Mrs.  E.  W.,  Childs,  Mrs.  L.  D., 
1880;  Baker,  Mrs.  L.  D.,  1881;  Van  Metre,  Mrs.  J.  M., 
1884;  LaMotte,  Miss  Mamie;  Murray,  Mrs.  W.  J.,  1890; 
Blalock,  Mrs.  R.  J.,  Cain,  Mrs.  J.  J.,  Maybin,  Mrs.  J.  A., 
Lever,  Mrs.  W.  D.,  Avery,  Mrs.  W.  E.,  Mundy,  Mrs.  J.  T., 
Pressley,  Mrs.  G.  T. 

Important  Services  and  Outstanding  Events 

I.     1878-1923.    For  forty-five  consecutive    years    fur- 
nished Conference  officers,  namely: 

December,     1878    to     1891:    Mrs.     William    M.     Martin, 

Second  Vice  President 
December,  1878   to   1889:    Mrs.  A.   M.   Chreitzberg,   Re- 
cording Secretary 
1883  to  1887:  Miss  I.  D.  Martin,  Treasurer 
1887  to  1889:  Miss  1.  D.  Martin,  Vice  President 
1889  to  1913:  Miss  I.  D.  Martin,  Recording  Secretary 
1908  to  1917:  Mrs.  J.  A.  Maybin,  District  Secretary 
1914  to  1917 :  Mrs.  D.  N.  Bourne,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. 
1917  to  1921 :  Mrs.  R.  E.  Stackhouse,  President 
1919  to  1924:  Mrs.  J.  T.  Mundy,  Editor  of  the  Mission- 
ary Page  of  the  Southern  Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 
(The  last  named,  though  not  classed  as  an  officer,  how- 
ever a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  both 
Conferences,   rendered   signal  service    to    both    the 
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South  Carolina  Conference  and  the  Upper  South 
Carolina  Conference  as  Editor  of  the  missionary 
page  of  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate.)  (Wash- 
ington Street  lost  her  to  Shandon  in  1923.) 

//.  1879  to  the  present  time.  The  Juveniles  have 
been  active,  moving  under  these  names  in  succession : 
"Sparkling  'Gems,"  "Palmetto  Leaves,"  "Juniors,"  and 
"Epworth  Juniors." 

///.  1890.  Entertained  the  South  Carolina  Foreign 
Missionary  Conference. 

IV.  1892.  Miss  Sallic  B.  Reynolds  went  out  as  a 
missionary  to  China. 

V.  1908.  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society  organ- 
ized by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Maybin  and  Mrs.  G.  T.  Pressley,  both 
members  of  Washington  Street  Missionary  Society.  The 
charter  members  are  recalled  as  follows :  Miss  Maybelle 
Avery,  Miss  Marie  McDonald,  Aline  Graham,  Gcorgie 
Romanstine,  Sarah  Schorb,  Minnie  Bonneau,  Ethel  Lever, 
Lucile  Lever  and  Margaret  Childs.  The  officers  elected 
were :  President,  Margaret  Childs ;  Recording  Secretary, 
Aline  Graham ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Minnie  Bon- 
neau; Treasurer,  Georgia  Romanstine. 

This  Society  decided  in  the  beginning  to  have  a 
scholarship  in  the  school  in  Korea,  and  the  privilege  of 
naming  the  child  was  given.  They  were  happy  in  the 
choice  of  Elizabeth  Maybin,  for  their  organizer  and  ad- 
visor, but  with  the  death  of  little  Elizabeth  in  a  short 
while,  the  leaders  of  the  school  requested  that  the  scholar- 
ship be  given  without  special  designation  thereafter.  This 
scholarship  has  been  continued  up  to  the  present  date, 
the  amount  contributed  being  about  $800. 
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This  daughter  of  the  Washington  Street  Missionary 
Society  changed  its  name  to  "June  Nicholson"  in  1915. 
The  organization  has  developed  into  the  business  and 
professional  women's  group,  which  is  composed  of 
teachers,  an  osteopath,  trained  nurses,  stenographers. 
Christian  workers,  heads  of  businesses,  etc. 

From  this  Society,  Miss  Daisy  Ritter  went  to  Scar- 
ritt  to  be  trained  for  the  work  of  a  deaconess,  in  which 
capacity  she  has  served  the  Church  for  many  years. 
Other  members  who  have  gone  into  the  definite  work  of 
the  Church  are :  Miss  Marie  McDonald  who  was  for  several 
years  engaged  in  the  State  Organization  of  Sunday 
School  Work,  and  is  at  this  time  the  head  of  Religious 
Education  at  Columbia  College ;  Miss  E.  Jane  McDonald 
is  employed  in  Sunday  School  Work  of  the  State;  Miss 
Bruce  McDonald  has  for  some  years  been  a  teacher  in 
institutes  of  the  Sunday  School  and  teaching  in  Depart- 
mental Work  at  Junaluska.  Miss  Hattie  B.  Lever,  a 
member  soon  after  its  organization  and  three  times  act- 
ing as  president,  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  in  Co- 
lumbia, but  she  has  served  the  Church  and  her  Master 
as  an  outstanding  Bible  teacher  and  is  at  the  present 
time,  the  Bible  Teacher  of  the  Business  Woman's  Bible 
Class  in  Washington  Street  Methodist  Church. 

Miss  Margaret  Childs,  the  first  president  of  this  So- 
ciety, through  her  untiring  service,  has  been  a  constant 
source  of  inspiration  to  the  group  at  large  as  well  as  to 
the  individual  members.  She  was  largely  responsible  for 
the  re-organization  of  the  Epworth  League  at  Washing- 
ton Street  Church,  serving  for  several  years  as  First  De- 
partment Secretary.    As  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School 
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she  has  been  used  greatly  in  winning  a  number  of  young 
people  for  her  Lord.  In  addition  to  her  work  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  she  is  actively  connected  with  the  Co- 
lumbia Bible  School,  being  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  serving  as  Assistant  Treasurer. 

At  the  present  date  this  Society  has  a  membership 
of  fifty. 

VL  1913.  In  this  year  occurred  the  death  of  their 
president.  Miss  I.  D.  Martin,  who  had  held  the  office  of 
president  since  organization,  1879,  a  span  of  thirty-five 
years.  An  ardent  worker,  a  positive,  dominant  and  cap- 
able character,  she  exercised  the  greatest  influence  on 
the  members  of  her  band.  Steadily  increasing  in  num- 
bers, in  contribution,  and  in  interest,  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  continuously  gave  the  church  and  the 
cause  of  missions  intelligent  and  valuable  support.  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Avery  became  president  in  1913. 

VII.  1914.  The  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
cieties were  merged.  Mrs.  D.  S.  Pope,  who  for  seven 
years  had  been  president  of  the  Home  Missionary  Socie- 
ty, became  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety, which  office  she  held  for  seven  more  years. 

1914  begins  a  period  of  most  distinctive  and  broad- 
ening service. 

1.  The  money  sent  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  for 
disbursement  to  home  and  foreign  fields  tripled. 

2.  Organization  of  Circles,  which,  as  far  as  is  known, 
was  the  beginning  of  circles  in  Southern  Methodism. 

VIII.  1914.  Definite  and  constructive  measures 
launched  by  the  Society  for  the  under-privileged  of  the 
city  and  for  classes  needing  assistance.     To  illustrate : 


FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928  185 

1.  Through  the  ardent  interest  of  two  members  of 
the  Society,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Mundy  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Pope,  the 
beginnings  of  what  is  now  the  well  established  "Trav- 
eler's Aid"  of  the  city  of  Columbia,  were  put  in 
action.  As  a  protection  to  young  girls,  these  ladies  be- 
gan a  movement  looking  toward  ''securing  two  matrons 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  all  trains  at  the  Union  Station." 
The  society  contributed  $25  per  year  for  five  years,  less 
amounts  during  other  years. 

2.  June  5,  1914.  Organization  of  Columbia's  Child- 
ren's Association,  which  is  now  the  Columhin  Children's 
Clinic.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Wallace,  member  of  Washington 
Street  Missionary  Society,  was  the  inspiration  and  pro- 
moter of  this  Children's  Association.  For  years  she 
served  as  its  president.  Through  her.  City  Council  fur- 
nished a  lot  at  corner  of  Gervais  and  Huger.  Mrs.  Wal- 
lace personally  supervised  the  building  of  the  plant. 
Groups  of  women  of  the  Missionary  Society  conducted 
the  "Little  Mothers'  Clubs,"  directed  the  sewing  classes, 
furnished  the  piano  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  good 
library  which  is  there  now.  This  Clinic  was  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  entire  South. 

3.  In  1914  and  1915  Washington  Street  paid  $600.00 
as  its  share  in  furnishing  in  the  Granby  Mill  village  a 
mission  worker,  Miss  Hattie  Rushton.  Her  services  were 
dispensed  Avith  when  expectations  for  a  trained  worker 
were  taking  form. 

4.  1914  through  1917  at  Richland  Mill  village, 
through  a  community  centre  of  theirs,  teaching  the 
Bible,  systematic  training  in  Christian  principles  and  in- 
struction in  domestic  science  were  given  the  children  by 
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voluntary  workers  from  Washington  Street  Missionary 
Society. 

5.  1914  to  the  present  time,  Epworth  Orphanage  has 
been  continuously  served.  For  example,  in  1914,  the  So- 
ciety furnished  a  living  room  and  established  a  library 
at  one  of  the  girls'  dormitories;  at  cost  of  $20.00 
gave  one  dozen  chairs  to  the  boys '  dormitory ;  gave  en- 
tertainments in  chapel,  supplied  Christmas  gifts;  gave 
pictures,  checker  boards,  and  checker-board  tables,  sew- 
ing tables  and  all  kinds  of  sewing  equipment.  In  later 
years,  1925,  the  Society  sponsored  a  linen  shower  for  the 
Orphanage,  which  took  on  statewide  proportions,  aggre- 
gating a  chest  for  the  Orphanage  valued  at  $1,200.00. 
this  Society's  part  being  $75.00. 

6.  Refurnished  the  parsonage  in  1913.  Each  year 
since  the  average  expenditure  of  this  Society  has  been 
$150.00  for  the  parsonage.  In  1926  installed  a  heating- 
plant,  costing  $400.00. 

7.  In  1917  furnished,  throughout,  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  unit 
at  Camp  Jackson  during  the  World  War.  Varied  ser- 
vices of  much  worth  were  rendered  the  camp  from  time 
to  time. 

8.  A  contribution  of  $75.00  was  given  to  Ridgewood 
T.  B.  Camp  for  waterworks. 

7A'.  1915.  Young  People's  Missionary  Society  organ- 
ized. Has  rendered  distinctive  service  ever  since. 

X.  1915-1917.  Supported  scholarship  at  Vashti  for 
a  girl  named  Mittie  Day. 

XI.  1915-1923.  Sui)ported  a  Bi])lc  woman  in  China 
(gift  of  Mrs.  I.  T.  Stone  $120.00  per  year  for  nine  years). 

XII.  1916.     Esta])lishment    of    the    Budijct     Svstem 
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(paying  a  certain  amount  per  year,  instead  of  separate 
amounts  for  dues,  Conference  expenses,  retirement  fund, 
etc.).  This  Avas  used  by  Washington  Street  before  either 
Conference  or  Council  adopted  the  Budget  Plan. 

XIII.  1918.  Local  work  carried  out  under  a  super- 
intendent. This  was  the  first  Society  in  the  Conference 
to  form  this  plan. 

XIV.  April  19,  1919.  Centenary  Luncheon.  Wash- 
ington Street  j\Iissionary  Society  entertained  the  societies 
of  all  the  Methodist  churches  in  Columbia.  This  was  an 
outstanding,  inspirational  event.  Result :  Their  Society 
pledged  $5,000.00.  When  the  pledges  came  in,  they  had 
contributed  $8,400.00.   All  was  paid. 

XV.  July  16,  1919.  Organzation  of  the  Board  of 
City  Missions  was  brought  about  through  the  efforts  of 
the' members  of  the  Washington  Street  Missionary  So- 
ciety, Mrs.  R.  E.  Stackhouse,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Mundy,  Mrs.  F. 
S.  Killingsworth  being  leaders.  First  work  accomplished 
was  building  a  pit  for  flowers  at  Epworth  Orphanage. 
Miss  Leighty  was  first  trained  worker  at  the  Community 
House  in  the  Glencoe  Mill  village.  Washington  Street  has 
contributed  $25.00  per  month  for  the  City  Mission  Board 
work,  which  supports  the  Wesley  Community  House.  Two 
workers  are  now  at  the  Community  House.  In  1928  this 
Society's  contribution  will  be  $35.00  per  month. 

XVI.  1920.     Our  Baby  Division  was   organized.   The 
Society  has  been  a  four-fold  one  ever  since. 

XVn.    1920.     Paid  $5,000.00  on  the  organ    for    the 
church. 

~~XVin.   1922,  Septemher  21st.   Social  Service  Federa- 
tion was  formed.    Through  motion  made  by  Mrs.  Mundy 
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and  passed,  an  invitation  to  all  Social  Service  Superin- 
tendents was  sent  out  by  Washington  Street  Auxiliary 
for  this  meeting;  the  result  was  the  formation  of  the 
Federation,  with  Mrs.  R.  L.  Keaton,  member  of  Green 
Street  Church,  president. 

XIX.  1923.  Bible  woman  supported  in  Japan, 
$120.00,  gift  of  Mrs.  J.  G.  Cunningham. 

XX.  1925.  Scholarship  of  $50.00  given  by  Mrs.  D. 
G.  McAlister  as  a  memorial  to  her  mother. 

A'A7.    1926.    $500.00  to  Bennett-Wightman  Memorial. 

A^A7/.  1927.  $300.00  to  Allie  Cobb's  support,  Colum- 
bia District's  missionary. 

Beginning  forty-nine  years  ago  with  a  membership 
of  forty-four  and  the  first  year's  contribution  amounting 
to  $70.08,  the  Washington  Street  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  in  1928  is  beginning  with  a  membership  of  240, 
having  fully  met  in  1927  an  obligation  of  $3,028. 


PIONEER  MISSIONARY   SOCIETIES    (1875) 
1879-1928 


Compiled  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bodie 


The  pioneer  woman's  missionary  societies  of  Colum- 
bia District,  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference,  were: 

Columbia:  Marion  (Main)  Street  and  Washington  Street 

Edgefield   Circuit :    Edgefield,    Harmony    and    Johnston 

Ward 's  Circuit :     Batcsburg  and  Spann  's 

Williston  Circuit :    Williston 

Fairfield  Circuit :  Monticello,  Bethel  and  Shiloh 

A  total  of  eleven. 
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MAIN  STREET,  COLUMBIA 

From  the  records  available,  it  appears  that  Marion 
(Main)  Street,  Columbia,  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Elkins,  a  zealous  and  active  layman  being  in- 
strumental in  organizing  it  in  1875,  three  years  before 
the  General  Conference  of  1878  which  authorized  organi- 
zation of  the  women  into  missionary  societies,  in  accord 
with  which  action  the  South  Carolina  Conference  held  in 
Newberry,  S.  C,  December,  1878,  provided  for  organiza- 
tion in  the  Conference.  This  first  society  had  fifteen 
members,  viz.,  Mrs.  J.  A,  Elkins,  Mrs.  Annabel  Beard, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Smith,  Mrs.  A.  B.  McJunkin,  Mrs.  Irene  Joy, 
Mrs.  F.  R.  Roache,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Browne,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Gage, 
Mrs.  Ellen  Hunter,  Mrs.  Amelia  Schroder,  Miss  Fannie 
Joy,  Miss  Belle  Allen,  Miss  A.  A.  Browne,  Miss  Ellen 
Hunter  and  Miss  Annie  Moody. 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Browne  was  the  first  president.  Not  one 
of  the  charter  members  is  now  living.  The  last  surviving 
charter  member  was  Mrs.  S.  A.  Smith  who  died  June 
3,  1927. 

The  Main  Street  Auxiliary  has  never  failed  during 
the  long  years  of  its  existence  to  respond  to  the  various 
calls  made  by  the  Conference  Society.  Many  times  the 
society  has  waned  in  numbers  but  a  few  faithful  ones 
held  it  together.  It  has  been  active  through  all  the  years 
along  spiritual  and  financial  lines.  In  addition  to  liberal 
contributions  to  Foreign  Missions,  the  society  has  accom- 
plished much  in  local  work.  During  the  World  War  it 
cared  for  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  unit  at  Camp  Jackson  allotted  to 
them.     Under  the  leadership    of    the    organization,    the 
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Church  has  been  furnished  with  pews  and  pulpit  furni- 
ture, and  a  $10,000  parsonage  built,  the  society  paying 
about  one-half  of  the  mortgage  on  the  parsonage.  It 
has  also  contributed  $1,000  to  the  Superannuate  Endow- 
ment. For  four  j-ears  a  Bible  Woman  in  China  was  sup- 
ported, and  is  now  sharing  in  the  support  of  Miss  AUie 
Cobb,  a  young  missionary  in  Brazil  and  a  member  of 
Main  Street  Church.  Mrs.  C.  D.  Stanley  of  this  society 
placed  the  names  of  her  parents  on  the  Book  of  Remem- 
brance. One  young  lady,  a  child  of  a  preacher,  was  given 
a  college  education  through  the  efforts  of  this  society. 

The  Wightman  Missionary  Society  of  Main  Street 
Church  may  be  considered  as  a  daughter  of  the  Pioneer 
Society.  It  Avas  organized  by  Mrs.  B.  R.  Turnipseed 
March  15,  1916,  composed  of  the  younger  women  of 
Main  Street  Church  and  named  in  honor  of  Mrs.  M.  D. 
Wightman.  The  first  officers  of  this  Society  were  :  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  0.  P.  Royal ;  Vice  President,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Lem- 
mond ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Lea ;  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Mrs.  Charles  Hardin ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  S. 
Eugene  Hook. 

The  charter  members  were :  Mrs.  R.  B.  Burrows, 
Miss  Annie  Donny,  Mrs.  0.  G.  Donny,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Eleazer, 
Mrs.  Charles  Hardin,  Mrs.  S.  Eugene  Hook,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Jacquins,  Mrs.  G.  S.  Keister,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Lane,  Mrs.  J.  O. 
Leach,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Lemmond,  Mrs.  0.  P.  Loyal,  Miss  Mary 
Parham,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Romanstine  and  Mrs.  B.  R.  Tui'nip- 
seed.  Four  of  these  charter  members  have  at  different 
times  served  as  presidents,  viz.,  Mrs.  0.  P.  Loyal,  Mrs. 
B.  M.  Lemmond,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Bu.rroAvs,  and  Mrs.  S.  Eugene 
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Hook.     Mrs.  L.  E.  Tate  who  joined  the  Society  in  1917 
has  also  served  as  president. 

This  Society  has  been  active  throughout  its  history. 
Among  itsi  first  services  was  care  for  the  soldiers  station- 
ed at  Camp  Jackson  during  the  World  War,  for  whom 
entertaining  programs  were  given  at  the  Community 
House,  the  Y  Building,  and  in  the  Main  Street  Church 
on  Saturday  evenings.  The  Society  also  entertained 
many  soldiers  in  their  homes,  visited  the  Camp  Hospitals, 
and  showed  attention  to  the  soldiers  Avhile  stationed  at 
Camp  Jackson.  After  the  establishment  in  Columbia  of 
a  Home  for  the  Blind,  they  have  done  much  tO'  make  the 
lives  of  these  unfortunates  happier  through  Thanksgiving 
dinners,  Christmas  dinners  and  trees^  poundings,  auto- 
mobile transportation  to  Sunday  School,  to  the  trains, 
dentist  and  to  doctors  by  their  motor  corps,  and  have 
made  donations  of  coal,  money  and  the  like.  For  four 
years  they  have  helped  support  a  Bible  Woman  in  China, 
contributing  one-fourth  of  her  annual  salary.  Prom 
among  their  number  has  come  Miss  AUie  Cobb,  a  mission- 
ary to  Brazil,  the  society  assuming  a  part  of  her  support. 
The  Society  also  ministers  to  the  Richland  County  Alms 
House  and  to  the  Tuberculosis  Camps  near  Columbia, 
giving  entertaining  programs,  visits  and  special  atten- 
tions to  the  inmates,  and  patients.  The  name  of  the  So- 
ciety has  been  placed  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance. 
Belle  Bennett  Memorial.  Only  one  member  has  been  lost 
by  death  since  organization,  Mrs.  Mary  Parham  Lewis, 
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JOHNSTON,  EDGEFIELD  CIRCUIT 


First  organized  April  2,  1879  and  re-organized  in 
1882. 

The  Johnston  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
was  re-organized  in  1882  by  Mrs.  P.  L.  Wright  with 
eleven  charter  members,  namely:  Mrs.  P.  L.  Wright,  Mrs. 
Austin,  Miss  Carrie  Gomillion  (Mrs.  John  Wright),  Mrs. 
Rachael  Boulware,  Miss  Nettie  Austin  (Mrs.  Jacobs), 
Mrs.  John  Morgan,  Mrs.  D.  T.  Outz,  Mrs.  Summers  Wills, 
Miss  Sallie  Wills  (Mrs.  Dean),  Mrs.  Mary  Waters  and 
Mrs.  Mark  Toney.  Mrs.  P.  L.  Wright  was  elected  presi- 
dent and  it  was  due  to  her  faithfulness  and  consecration 
that  the  Society  functioned  for  the  first  years  of  its  work 
as  more  than  one  meeting  was  held  with  only  two  or  three 
members  present.  Only  four  of  the  charter  members  are 
living,  and  only  two,  Mrs.  John  Wright  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Waters,  are  members  of  the  Society  at  the  present  time. 
Mrs.  John  Wright  is  serving  efficiently  as  Treasurer. 

In  1884  Mrs.  James  W.  Koger  was  honored  by  this 
Society  with  a  life  membership.  Mrs.  Koger  was  the 
widow  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Koger,  who  went  as  a  missionary 
to  Brazil  and  died  there.  In  1886  an  auxiliary  share  was 
taken  in  the  "Joint  Stock  Company  of  the  Miss  Laura 
Haygood's  Missionary  Home  and  School,"  Shanghai, 
China.  Two  individual  shares  were  taken  by  Mrs.  P.  L. 
Wright  and  Mrs.  John  Morgan.  Ten  dollars  constituted  a 
share.  In  1889  the  Society  had  as  a  member  a  colored 
woman,  "Aunt  Lou,"  and  until  1891,  as  far  as  is  known 
this  Society  had  the  only  living  colored  member  in  the 
Conference.    In  the  minutes  of  the  1891  Conference,  she 
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is  rocoi'ded  as  ''the  steadfast  Aunt  Lou."  In  lb89  a  pub- 
lie  meeting  was  held,  the  collection  amounted  to  $7.05.  The 
Society  had  five  life  members.  In  1900  ''the  Maria  Wight- 
man  Scholarship"  in  China  was  taken  as  a  special. 

Another  of  the  charter  members,  Mrs.  Mark  Toney, 
was  the  efficient  District  Secretary  of  Columbia  District 
from  1900  until  her  death  in  1908. 

In  1908  a  special — ''Mary  Gomillion  Toney"  Scholar- 
ship—Brazil  was  pledged  by  this  Society  and  was  con- 
tinued for  several  years. 

About  1911  a  Home  Missionary  Society  was  organ- 
ized, but  as  the  personnel  of  the  two  was  much  the  same, 
the  two  were  consolidated  in  about  four  years. 

In  raising  the  Scarritt  fund  they  gave  their  quota 
and  tlie  name  of  the  Society  is  in  the  Book  of  Remem- 
brance. A  contribution  was  made  to  the  Scarritt  Memor- 
ial in  memory  of  the  Presiding  Elder,  Rev.  E.  S.  Jones, 
and  to  the  suppport  of  Miss  Allie  Cobb,  a  missionary 
from  the  District.  Three  District  Conferences  have  been 
entertained  by  the  Society.  This  Society  has  been  liberal 
in  its  contributions  to  the  Supply  Department.  It  has 
had  a  four-fold  organization  for  ten  years.  The  Baby 
Division  is  a  most  encouraging  part,  and  credit  for  the 
four-fold  organization  is  due  to  the  influence  and  faith- 
fulness of  Mrs.  0.  M.  Eidson. 

The  increase  in  the  finances  of  this  Society  during 
the  last  six  years  has  been  most  gratifying. 
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EDGEFIELD,  EDGEFIELD  CIRCUIT 


The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Edge- 
field was  organized  bj^  Rev.  Samuel  Leard  in  April,  1879, 
with  ten  members,  and  contributed  for  that  year 
$10.57.  There  is  no  official  record  of  charter  members 
and  only  five  names  can  be  given,  namely :  Mrs.  Lewis 
Jones,  President;  Mrs.  Cicero  Adams,  Mrs.  Boulware, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Leard,  Miss  Jennie  Hughes.  This  organi- 
zation has  functioned  throughout  the  years  though  at 
times  reduced  to  few  numbers. 

From  this  Church  and  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
went  out  June  Nicholson  in  1901 — Edgefield's  first 
foreign  missionary ;  Miss  Eliza  McCullough,  a  graduate  of 
Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School — a  Christian  worker 
now  in  Newberry;  Miss  Bobbie  Hill,  who  attended  Scar- 
ritt for  a  term  with  the  expectation  of  being  a  mission- 
ary but  was  prevented  on  account  of  ill-health. 

The  name  of  the  Society  is  upon  the  Belle  Bennett 
Book  of  Remembrance. 


HARMONY,   EDGEFIELD  CIRCUIT 


Harmony  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was 
organized  in  April,  1879,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Leard  with 
thirteen  members.  Contributions  for  the  first  year  were 
$4.00. 

There  is  no  record  of  pioneer  members,  but  Mrs. 
Sally  M.  Long,  the  only  surviving  charter  member,  states 
that  from  memory  among  the  charter  members  were : 
Mrs.  H.  T.  Wright,   Mr.  H.  T.  Wright  (Honorary),   Mrs. 
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Robert  Kenney,  Miss  Leona  Kenney,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Smith, 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Sally  M.  Long. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Rogers,  pastor  of  the  Johnston  Circuit, 
greatly  encouraged  the  Society  during  his  four  years' 
pastorate  at  Johnston. 

In  those  pioneer  days  there  were  few  who  were  in- 
terested in  Missions  to  the  extent  of  being  willing  to  join. 
The  Johnston  Society  fostered  this  Society  for  a  time. 
As  the  subject  of  Missions  was  more  and  more  agitated 
interest  grew,  and  after  all  these  years  Harmony  now  has 
a  flourishing  society  of  some  twenty-eight  members  who 
are  very  zealous  in  the  Avork.  The  Society  has  supported 
a  Bible  Woman  in  Japan  some  fifteen  years. 

Miss  Lena  Long,  a  member  of  this  Society,  has  en- 
tered Home  Mission  Work  and  is  located  at  Houma,  La., 
in  the  French  Settlement. 

Rev.  John  Owen  Smith  and  two  other  young  men, 
who  were  tutored  in  the  Juvenile  and  Young  People's 
Branches  of  this  Society,  have  answered  the  call  to  the 
ministry  and  are  doing  wonderful  work.  The  Society  is 
justly  proud  of  the  contribution  it  has  made  to  Missions, 
Home  and  Foreign,  through  these  workers. 


BATESBURG,  WARD'S  CIRCUIT 


The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  St. 
John's,  Batesburg,  S.  C,  w^as  organized  May  2,  1879, 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Stokes,  pastor.  There 
were  twelve  charter  members  as  follows :  Mrs.  E.  K. 
Hardin,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Kernagham,  Miss  Ella  Bates,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Huiett,    Miss  Lou  Aycock,    Miss  Kate  Bates,    Miss  Lizzie 
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Huiett,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Meyers,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Smith,  Mm.  J.  L. 
Stokes,  Miss  Estell  Meyers  and  Miss  Eula  Mitchell.  Miss 
Eula  Mitchell  (Mrs.  C.  D.  Barr)  is  living  at  Leesville,  S.  C, 
and  Miss  Estelle  Meyers  (Mrs.  M.  Q.  Norris)  is  living  at 
Johnston,  S.  C.  The  first  officers  were :  Mrs.  E.  K.  Har- 
din, President ;  Mrs.  T.  J.  Kernaghan,  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent ;  Miss  Ella  Bates,  Second  Vice  President ;  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Huiett,  Recording  Secretary;  Miss  Lou  Aycock,  Assist- 
ant Secretary;  Miss  Kate  Bates,  Treasurer;  Miss  Lizzie 
Huiett,  Corresponding  Secretary.  Other  early  workers 
living  are:  Mrs.  Annie  Bates  Tarrant,  Batesburg,  S.  C, 
Mrs.  N.  A.  Bates,  Batesburg,  S.  C,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Rawl,  Bates- 
burg, S.  C,  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Etheredge,  Columbia,  S  C. 
From  1880-1881,  the  enrollment  increased  to  fifteen  with 
three  honorary  members.  Even  in  those  pioneer  days  of 
missionary  organization,  the  consecrated  women  of  thii 
Society  gave  liberally  to  Missions.  Pledges  and  contri- 
butions were  made  to  every'  call.  All  through  the  early 
years  delegates  were  regularly  sent  to  the  Annual  Con- 
ference. Four  of  Mrs.  E.  K.  Hardin's  sons  were  tutored 
in  the  Juvenile  branch  of  this  Society,  viz.,  Lcgarc, 
James,  Edwin  and  Grady  Hardin.  Edwin  and  Grady 
answered  the  call  to  the  ministry.  Legare  and  James  are 
active  laymen  in  the  churcheg  where  they  now  reside. 

May  7,  1883.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Humbert,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Conference  Society,  visited  Batesburg, 
and  a  Missionary  Basket  was  donated  by  the  member- 
ship. Rev.  A.  J.  Cauthcn  was  pastor  at  this  time  and  gave 
much  encouragement  to  the  earnest  workers,  often  lead- 
ing devotional  meetings  for  them.     Mr.  J.  H.  Huiett  was 
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an  active  honorary  member  of  the  Society  for  about 
twenty-five  years. 

June  23,  1883,  tlie  Society  held  a  public  meeting  with 
an  interesting-  program  including  an  address  by  Dr.  W. 
W.  Duncan,  afterwards  Bishop. 

This  Society  contributed  aboutl  $75  to  Miss  Daisy 
Davies  and  assisted  in  sending  June  Nicholson  to  the 
foreign  field. 

In  1879  IMrs.  T.  O.  Herbert  was  made  a  life  member 
of  the  Society. 

From  1880-1890,  the  annual  contributions  to  Foreign 
Work  were  $50;  from  1890-1910,  $75.  This  shows  steady 
increase  reaching  its  maximun  in  1927  when  $200  was 
contributed  for  the  Budget  Pledge.  The  membership  has 
grown  from  twelve  to  seventy-five,  and  is  well  organized. 
The  Circle  Plan  has  been  adopted  and  there  are  now  two 
live  circles  named  for  pioneer  workers,  the  Ellen  Bates 
Circle  and  the  Trannie  Rawl  Circle.  The  same  spirit 
which  guided  the  Pioneer  Mothers  still  guides  Batesburg. 


SPANN'S,  WARD'S  CIRCUIT 


The  Spann's  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
was  organized  May  11,  1879,  with  fifteen  members.  The 
amount  of  $16.90  was  sent  the  Conference  Treasurer  that 
year.  Rev.  J.  L.  Stokes  was  pastor.  Mrs.  Samuel  Ready 
was  President  and  among  the  members  were  Mrs.  B.  E. 
Nicholson,  Mrs.  Minick  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Hair  and  Mrs. 
John  C.  Watson.  The  names  of  other  members  cannot  be 
secured. 

The  sainted  June  Nicholson,  a  daughter  of  Mis.  B. 
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E.  Nicholson,  joined  the  church  at  Spann's  and  the  call 
to  mission  work  came  to  her  while  she  was  a  member  of 
that  church.  She  was  the  first  foreign  missionary  from 
Edgefield  County. 

Spann's  claims  as  a  product  two  other  daughters  of 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Nicholson,  viz.,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Greneker  and  Mrs. 
T.  M.  Rainsford.  Mrs.  T.  B.  Greneker  is  now  our  beloved 
and  consecrated  District  Secretary.  Mrs.  Rainsford  also 
has  served  as  our  District  Secretary.  She  is  now  the  Vice- 
President  of  our  Conference  Society  and  is  a  zealous  and 
faithful  officer. 


MONTICELLO,  FAIRFIELD  CIRCUIT 


The  Monticello  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Socie- 
ty was  organized  June  15,  1879,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Cauthen. 
The  Society  had  thirty-one  charter  members.  The  first 
officers  were :  Mrs.  Harriet  McGill,  President ;  Mrs.  J. 
R.  Lupo,  Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Kirkland,  Vice  President; 
Mrs.  A.  J.  McGill,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Miss  Mary 
Lupo,  Treasurer.  The  charter  members  now  living  are : 
Mrs.  Mary  Lupo  Aiken,  Monticello,  S.  C,  Mrs.  Lizzile 
McGill  Nance  and  Mrs.  Maggie  McGill  Tate,  Texas ;  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Lupo,  R.  F.  D.  4,  Greenville,  S.  C. ;  Mrs.  Nannie 
Shumpert,  Johnston,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Kirkland,  their  delegate  to  the  first  annual 
Conference  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
held  April  2-3,  1880,  Charleston,  S.  C,  made  such  a  fine  re- 
port that  Mrs.  Wightman,  the  president,  requested  a 
second  reading.  Dues  were  then  ten  cents  a  month,  yet  $100 
was  remitted  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  that  year. 
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Many  of  the  members  moved  away  from  the  com- 
munity, and  for  some  years,  the  society  had  a  broken 
record.  About  seven  years  ago  the  society  was  reorgan- 
ized by  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Maybin,  a  daughter  of 
one  of  the  charter  members  and  officers,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Kirk- 
land.  Though  small  in  membership  this  Society  is  doing 
good  work  and  receives  inspiration  from  its  president, 
Mrs.  Mary  Lupo  Aiken,  who  was  an  original  charter 
member,  and  who  has  served  as  president,  with  the  except- 
ion of  one  year,  ever  since  the  organization.  At  present 
the  Society  has  for  its  local  work  the  repairing  and 
beautifying  of  their  fine,  historical  Monticello  Church, 
adding  Sunday  School  rooms.  This  Society  is  now  shar- 
ing in  the  support  of  Miss  Allie  Cobb,  a  missionary  in 
Brazil. 


SHILOH,  FAIRFIELD  CIRCUIT 


On  July  1,  1879,  Mrs.  Wightman  with  the  assistance 
of  Rev.  A.  J.  Cauthen,  pastor,  organized  a  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  at  Shiloh  Church  with  twelve 
members.  Some  of  the  charter  members  were:  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Chappell,  Miss  Fannie  Cook,  Mrs.  Honoria  Cook,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Ruff,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Cook,  Mrs.  Dr.  McMeekin  and  Miss 
Lizzie  McMeekin.  The  last  named  said  to  the  ladies:  "I 
want  very  much  to  join,  but  this  five  cents  is  all  I  have." 
The  nickel  and  the  member  were  accepted.  A  Mr.  P.  R. 
Mayo  was  present,  but  walked  out  as  a  protest  against  the 
speaking  of  a  woman  in  public.  The  membership  of  this 
Society  has  dropped  down  to  two,  but  its  work  has  never 
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died,  its  work  being  continuously  carried  on.    For  years  a 
Bible  Woman  was  supported. 

Mrs.  Dr.  N.  L.  Lever,  who  is  now  living,  says  she,  with 
Mrs.  Adam  DuBard,  accompanied  Mrs.  Wightman  to 
Shiloh  the  afternoon  of  its  organization  in  order  to  receive 
help  and  encouragement  to  organize  a  Society  at  Cedar 
Creek  Church.  They  were  successful  in  organizing  Cedar 
Creek  in  1880. 


BP]THEL,  FAIRFIELD  CIRCUIT 


The  Bethel  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
was  organized  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Cauthen,  pastor,  November 
7,  1879,  with  twenty  members.  Some  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers were :  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Leitner,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cauthen, 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Jennings,  Mrs.  Nancy  Jennings.  Honorary 
members:  Rev.  A.  J.  Cauthen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Jennings  and 
Mr.  D.  (1.  Ruff.  All  are  now  members  of  the  band  around 
the  great  white  throne.  Their  first  president  was  Mrs. 
M.  W.  Leitner,  a  consecrated  Christian  worker,  who  was 
re-elected  for  ten  successive  years,  or  until  she  moved 
away  from  the  community.  She  also  served  as  District 
Secretary,  Columbia  District,  1889-1890. 

This  Society's  first  annual  report  gave  twenty  mem- 
bers, dues  remitted  to  Conference  Treasurer,  $120.  On 
their  first  roll  tliere  were  fifteen  honorary  members.  The 
records  show  that  almost  in  every  meeting  the  pastor  was 
present,  leading  the  devotional  service,  and  otherwise 
helping  in  the  good  work.  Mrs.  Wightman  was  a  visitor 
in  the  early  days  of  its  liistory  and  gave  much  encourage- 
ment and  instruction. 
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In  1886  five  auxiliary  shares  were  taken  in  the 
''Joint  Stock  Company"  of  the  Miss  Laura  Hay  good's 
Missionary  Home  and  High  School,  Shanghai,  China. 
Ten  dollars  constituted  a  share.  This  taking  of  shares 
was  the  initial  form  of  taking  what  is  now  called 
specials. 

In  1907  one  of  their  number,  Miss  Agnes  Ruff,  went 
as  a  missionary  to  Cuba.  After  five  years  of  active  ser- 
vice, her  health  failed  and  she  had  to  return  home.  For 
the  past  fifteen  years  she  has  been  a  constant  source  of 
inspiration  as  the  wide-awake,  enthusiastic  president  of 
this  Society.  They  have  a  live  Young  Peoples'  Society, 
Junior  and  Baby  Division.  At  present  date  they  have 
twenty-eight  active  members,  and  sent  to  the  Conference 
Treasurer  in  1927,  $107.10. 


WILLISTON,  WILLISTON  AND  BLACKVILLE 
CIRCUIT 


The  Williston  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
was  organized  May  17,  1879,  with  twenty-three  members. 
Rev.  D.  Z.  Dantzler,  pastor.  Among  the  charter  members 
were:  Mrs.  Hugh  Phillips,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Graham,  Mrs. 
Ann  Graham  Phillips  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Dix.  The  surviving 
members  are  Mrs.  Ann  Graham  Phillips  and  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Dix,  but  their  addresses  are  unknown.  Mrs.  Hugh 
Phillips  was  president  for  several  years.  She  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mrs.  Fred  Danish.    Both  were  active  workers. 

In  1896  this  Society  was  greatly  encouraged  by  Mrs. 
Hovy  Clyde,  the  pastor's  wife,  and  had  good  reason  to 
be  proud  of  its  year's  Avork. 
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From  the  record,  it  appears  that  many  Methodist 
families  moved  away  from  Williston,  and  as  the  member- 
ship of  the  Church  numbered  only  ten,  the  Missionary 
Society  gradually  died.  But  in  1920,  it  was  revived  and 
reorganized  with  seven  members.  The  following  officers 
were  elected :  Mrs.  G.  W.  Whitaker,  President ;  Mrs.  W. 
R.  Kennedy,  Vice  President;  Mrs.  J.  Gr.  Trotti,  Recording 
Secretary ;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Smith,  Sr.,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary ;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Johnson,  Treasurer.  Mrs.  Whitaker  was 
president  for  four  years.  She  was  succeeded  by  Mrs. 
Quattlebaum,  who  resigned  at  the  end  of  her  first  year. 
Mrs.  N.  M.  Polk  was  elected  then  and  still  serving  as 
president.  Mrs.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  held  their 
same  office  the  entire  time  since  the  re-organization. 

This  Society  now  has  twelve  earnest  and  faithful 
members,  and  its  name  is  upon  the  Belle  Bennett  Book 
of  Remembrance. 
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ALICE  McI\rAKlN  AND  KOREAN 

TEACHER'S  BABY 

Holston    Institute,    Songdo,    Korea 


GREENVILLE  DISTRICT 


BUNCOMBE  STREET,  GREENVILLE 


The  Buncombe  Street  Auxiliary  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  as  it  now  exists  was  formed  by  the 
uniting  of  the  Greenville  Auxiliary  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  the  Buncombe  Street  Aux- 
iliary of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society.  After 
the  union  of  these  two  auxiliaries,  the  new  auxiliary,  the 
Buncombe  Street  Auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  took  over  the  work  of  the  Parsonage  Aid  Society, 
which  was  probably  an  older  organization  than  the  Green- 
ville Auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety, and  is  now  doing  the  work  of  this  great  old  organi- 
zation as  the  Local  Department  of  the  present  organization. 

The  uniting  of  the  two  auxiliaries  was  reported  by  the 
pastor  of  the  church  tO'  the  second  quarterly  conference 
of  1913,  held  on  March  31st  of  that  year.  As  the  two 
auxiliaries  worked  through  the  year  1912  separately,  the 
union  must  have  become  effective  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1913.  Available  records  do  not  show  the  date  the  work 
of  the  Parsonage  Aid  Society  was  taken  over.  A  list  of 
the  church  organizations  printed  in  1921  indicates  that  it 
was  a  part  of  the  Missionary  Society,  but  the  officers  of 
this  department  are  listed  separately.  In  1922  the  officers 
of  this  department  are  listed  with  the  officers  of  the  j\Iis- 
sionary  Society,  but  are  shown  as  "Superintendent  of 
Local  Department,  Local  Treasurer,  etc."  The  work  of 
this  department  was  done  as  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  mis- 
sionary society,  but  was  apparently  kept  ai)art  from  the  so- 
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ciety  in  order  that  the  women  who  wished  to  remain  mem- 
bers of  this  department  without  becoming  directly  affiliat- 
ed with  the  entire  work  of  the  missionary  society  might  do 
so. 

The  Greenville  Auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  being  the  oldest,  or  parent  organiza- 
tion, it  is  appropriate  to  take  up  its  history  first. 

Some  old  records,  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished 
by  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  of  Florence,  S.  C,  shows  that  the 
Greenville  Auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
was  organized  by  Dr.  A.  Coke  Smith,  afterwards  Bishop, 
on  February  12th,  1879,  and  that  this  was  the  fourth 
auxiliary  organized  in  the  South  Carolina  Conference. 
The  organization  was  completed  by  the  election  of]  the 
following  officers : 

President,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Garlington 
Vice  President,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Westfield 
Second  Vice  President,  Miss  Edna  David 
Corresponding  Secretary,    Mrs.    A.    Coke    Smith 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait 
Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  0.  Winn 

There  were  twenty-six  charter  members.  At  least  two 
of  these  are  still  living.  Mrs.  A.  Coke  Smith  has  a  home 
in  Florida  where  she  spends  the  winter  months.  During 
the  summer,  she  usually  visits  her  children.  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Wait,  the  other  known  living  charter'  member,  and  who 
was  the  first  treasurer,  is  living  at  Florence,  S.  C. 

The  names  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Auxiliarj^ 
cannot  be  located  and  the  oldest  roll  of  the  Auxiliary  is 
taken  from    the    treasurer's    record  book    of    1884.    The 
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record  in  this  book  shows  that  there  were  twenty-nine 
members  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  that  there 
were  three  names  added  during  the  year.  Twenty  of  the 
twenty-nine  members  paid  dues  during  the  year,  and  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  record  the  amount 
raised  for  all  purposes,  including  a  public  collection,  was 
$41.05.  This  record  does  not  show  the  names  of  the 
offiicers,  but  the  hand  writing  indicates  that  Miss  Lily 
Herbert,  afterward  Mrs.  C.  D.  Stanley,  of  Columbia,  S.  C, 
daughter  of  the  presiding  elder,  was  treasurer.  This  old  book 
was  in  use  by  the  treasurer  from  1884  until  1904,  and 
a  careful  check  of  the  names  entered  in  it,  would  give  an 
almost  complete,  if  not  a  complete,  list  of  the  names  of 
the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  during  that  time. 

A  note  attached  to  a  page  in  the  treasurer's  book 
shows  that  ''towards  the  latter  part  of  1887  our  society 
was  completely  broken  up,  our  president  having  died,  and 
some  of  our  most  faithful  members  having  removed,  our 
treasurer  among  them.  The  society  was  reorganized  at 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  and  new  accounts  opened 
with;  the  members  from  that  time.  It  was  decided  that  our 
year  should  begin  with  the  calendar  year  instead  of  with 
February  as  heretofore."  This  is  confirmed  by  a  report 
made  to  the  second  quarterly  conference  of  1888  held  on 
March  19,  in  which  the  pastor  stated  that  the  missionary 
society  had  been  reorganized  and  was  now  in  good  con- 
dition. The  record  above  referred  to  is  in  the  handwriting 
of  Miss  Edna  David,  who  for  many  years  was  a  beloved 
member  of  the  society.  The  treasurer's  book  indicates 
that  this  good  woman  was  elected  treasurer  when  the  so- 
ciety was  reorganized  and  continued  to  serve  in  this  eapac- 
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ity  as  long  as  the  l3ook  was  used,  and  other  records  show 
that  she  was  an  officer  for  many  years  afterwards. 

In  1892,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Workman,  an  earnest  worker,  be- 
came a  member  of  the  auxiliary,  and  through  her  efforts 
it  took  on  new  life,  and  was  practically  reorganized,  and 
made  much  more  efficient.  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Pate  was  pastor 
of  the  church  at  this  time,  and  shortly  after  this  his  wife 
served  as  president  of  the  Auxiliary  for  sometime. 

The  oldest  minutes  of  any  meeting  of  the  Auxiliary 
that  have  been  located  are  of  a  meeting  held  in  April, 
1897.  The  minutes  of  this  meeting  show  that  the  president 
(name  not  given)  was  absent  and  that  Mre.  R.  C.  Good- 
lett  was  selected  to  preside.  This  being  the  meeting  for 
the  election  of  officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year  the 
following  were  elected: 

President,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers 

First  Vice  President,  Mrs.  J.  0.  Wilson 

Second  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Hill 

Third  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Conyers 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  Mary  Clyde 

Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Kate  Rowley 

Agent  Missionary  Advocate,  Miss  Sarah  Schwing 

Treasurer,  Miss  Edna  David 

The  report  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  A.  Rogers,  to  the 
quarterly  conference  held  April  23rd,  1897,  the  same 
month  in  which  the  above  mentioned  meeting  was  held, 
shows  that  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and 
the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  were  both  in  good 
condition. 

Among  the  names  of  the  life  members  of  the  auxili- 
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ary,  the  following  appear :    Rev.  J.  T.  Wightman,  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Gilreath,  Miss  Edna  David. 

It  appears  to  be  impossible  to  get  a  eomplete  list  of 
thei  names  of  the  presidents  of  the  Auxiliary,  but  the  fol- 
lowing names  have  been  located  in  old  church  records : 

Mrs.  A.  Coke  Smith  (1879) 

Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Pate  (About  1893) 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Kilgo  (1896) 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers  (1897) 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Goodlett  (1904) 

Mrs.  P.  A.  McDavid  (1908) 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Leach  (1912) 

Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Arnold  (1913) 

Mrs.  George  Wrigley  (1914  to  July  1921) 

Mrs.  A.  I-I.  Cottingham  (July  1921  to  end  of  year) 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Herndon  (1922  to  1925) 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Leach  (1926) 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Herndon  (1927) 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Gibson  (1928) 

Tradition  gives  the  information  that  the  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society  was  organized  by  the  Rev.  W. 
A.  Rogers  about  1897,  his  wife,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  being 
the  first  president.  Names  of  others  who  have  served  as 
presidents  have  been  located  as  follows : 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Boozer  (1900,  to  1904) 
Mrs.  W.  R.  White  (1904  to  1907) 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Boozer  (1908  to  June,  1909) 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Arnold    (June  1909   to   1912) 

Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Arnold,  who  was  the  president  of  the 
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Home  Missionary  Society  in  1912,  became  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  united  society  in  1913. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  more  complete  history  of 
this  Auxiliary  cannot  be  located,  but  it  is  known  that  it 
always  did  a  splendid  work  in  its  field,  one  of  the  most 
outstanding  things  being  the  instituting  of  a  free  will 
offering  in  1911  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
George  Wrigley,  of  a  penny  a  day,  by  the  members  who 
felt  able  to  give  this  amount.  This  was  brought  before  the 
Auxiliary  by  Mrs.  Thomas  I.  Charles,  and'  the  names  of 
most  of  those  who  responded  and  supported  this  free  will 
offering  movement  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  first  treas- 
urer of  this  fund.  The  instituting  of  the  offering  opened 
the  way  for  more  liberal  giving  in  the  Auxiliary,  and 
also  in  the  new  organization  after  the  two  auxiliaries  were 
united, 

A  great  interest  has  always  been  taken  in  the  mission- 
ary work  among  the  children  and  young  people.  One  of 
the  strongest  organizations  among  the  young  girls  of  the 
church  was  the  Leftwitch  Society  which  we  find  mentioned 
in  the  church  records  of  1898.  Another  flourishing  young 
people's  organization  was  the  Young  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  which  organization  is  first  mentioned  on  the  church 
bulletin  for  March  16th,  1913.  Shortly  after  this  the 
name  of  this  society  was  changed  to  the  Edna  David  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  about  1919  it  waa  reorganized  and 
became  an  adult  auxiliary. 

A  later  organization  sponsored  by  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary is  the  Janie  Watkins  Missionary  Society  which  was 
organized  about  the  same  time  that  the  Young  Woman's 
Society  was  organized.    This  society  was  organized  to  take 
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care  of  the  younger  girls,  and  has  been  a  flourishing  so- 
ciety ever  since  its  organization. 

The  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  which  it  is  claimed  was  or- 
ganized in  the  early  seventies,  had  for  its  object  the  up- 
keep of  the  parsonage  and  its  furnishings,  the  beautifying 
of  the  church  and  its  surroundings  and  other  things  of  th's 
nature.  One  of  the  most  outstanding  monuments  of  the 
work  of  this  organization  is  the  present  concrete  steps  and 
walk  ways  around  the  church  which,  were  presented  by 
this  society  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,000.00. 

The  getting  together  of  the  three  great  organizations 
which  were  merged  into  the  present  organization  was  at- 
tended by  many  difficulties.  Almost  every  woman  in  the 
church  had  her  favorite  organization  and  work  she  loved 
very  dearly,  but  the  self  sacrificing  spirit  which  prevailed 
paved  the  way  for  a  great  organization  in  which  almost 
every  woman  could  continue  to  do  her  beloved  work,  with- 
out having  to  sacrifice  any  of  her  feelings  for  the  great 
principles  she  so  much  loved. 

In  1926  this  great  united  society  reported  164  mem- 
bers, and  raised  for  all  purposes  $4,408.49. 

With  the  year  ending  1927,  with  total  membership  of 
368  in  the  four  societies  (all  the  outgrowth  of  this  humble 
beginning  in  1879)  and  $8,685  collected  for  all  purposes 
in  money,  and  with  a  vast  amount  of  good  that  cannot  be 
estimated,  we  hope  to  go  on  in  ever  increasing  usefulness. 

Katie  C.  Pride 
(Mrs.  C.  J.  Pride) 
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EDNA  DAVID,  BUNCOMBE  STREET,  GREENVILLE 


The  "Edna  David"  was  first  organized  as  a  Young- 
People's  Society  by  Miss  Theresa  MeDavid.  At  that  time 
Miss  MeDavid  was  teaching  a  Sunday  school  class  of 
young  girls,  and  the  charter  members  of  the  society  came 
out  of  tlys  class.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Tom  Arnold  on  Park  Avenue.  The  girls  had  been 
told  to  be  prepared  to  suggest  a  name  for  their  Society  at 
this  first  meeting.  A  great  many  names  were  given,  but 
when  Isobel  Beacham  suggested  the  name  of  "Edna 
David"  it  was  unanimously  accepted.  All  present  agreed 
that  a  more  fitting  name  could  not  be  chosen,  for  Miss 
Edna  David  was  greatly  loved,  and  her  life  had  been  one 
of  beautiful  service  for  others.  No  opportunity  of  doing 
good  was  ever  overlooked  by  this  saintly  woman.  She 
knew  that  "the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  was  not  There,  but 
Here"  and  hers  was  the  "seeing  eye  and  the  hearing  ear." 
In  November,  1915,  the  Society  met  at  the  home  of  Miss 
Theresa  MeDavid  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing.  Mrs. 
Rigby,  president  of  the  adult  society,  was  present.  The 
following  officers  were  elected :  President,  Miss  MeDavid ; 
First  Vice  President,  Mrs.  DuPont  Guerry;  Second  Vice 
President,  Mrs.  George  Cureton;  Treasurer,  Miss  Isobel 
Beacham;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  I.  L.  Donkle;  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Miss  Lillian  Anderson ;  Superintend- 
ent Social  Service,  Mrs.  Fred  McCullough ;  Superintend- 
ent Publicity,  Miss  Flournoy  Hill.  Mrs.  W.  C.  Beacham 
was  elected  president  in  1916,  Mrs.  DuPont  Guerry  in 
1917  and  Miss  MeDavid  again  in  1918.  At  the  meeting  on 
August  6th  at  the  home  of  Miss  Isobel  Beacham  it  was 
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necessary  to  elect  a  president  as  Miss  McDavid  was  leaving 
Greenville  for  service  overseas.    Miss  Beacham  was  elected. 

During  this  time  Miss  Edna  David  was  often  at  the 
meetings.  She  was  always  a  welcome  visitor.  She  died 
in  1919. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  February  4th,  1919,  it  was 
unanimously  voted  that  the  society  become  an  ^dult  so- 
ciety. Mrs.  Donkle  was  made  president.  The  membership 
for  the  society  reached  ninety-five  in  1920.  $2e5.00  was 
given  to  place  the  name  of  Miss  Edna  David  on  the 
memorial  roll.  There  was  received  for  all  purposes  $885.- 
65.  Mrs.  C.  C.  Herbert  was  president  at  this  time.  Mrs. 
Herbert  was  president  again  in  1921.  Committees  were 
appointed  to  work  with  the  following  organizations:  Sal- 
vation Army,  Bruner  Home,  Detention  Home,  Hopewell 
Sanitorium,  County  Home,  Travelers'  Aid,  Jail,  Base 
Hospital,  Red  Cross,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  and  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

At  the  business  meeting  on  June  14th  a  gavel,  made 
from  a  piece  of  the  crepe  myrtle  tree  that  grew  in  the 
front  yard  of  the  David  home  on  James  Street,  and  which 
was  a  special  favorite  of  Miss  Edna  David,  was  presented 
to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Charlie  David.  Mrs.  Herbert  was 
elected  president  again  in  1922  and  1923.  At  the  business 
meeting  in  November  the  society  presented  a  string  of 
pearls  to  Mrs.  Herbert  as  a  token  of  the  love  and  appre- 
ciation felt  for  her.  In  December  a  committee  composed 
of  Miss  Theresa  McDavid,  Mrs.  Briggs  and  Mrs.  Dixon 
Pearce  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  cor- 
rect list  of  names  of  those  who  served  in  the  World  War 
for  a  Memorial  Tablet  to  be  placed  in  the  Church.  A  fund 
was  begun  for  this  purpose. 
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Mrs.  Frank  Leigh  was  elected  president  for  1924  and 
Mrs.  John  A.  Hicks  vice  president. 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Fuhner  was  made  president  for  1925.  The 
society  was  divided  into  four  groups,  each  having  a  cer- 
tain organization  to  work  for: 

No.  1 — Bruner  Home,  Mrs.  Fudge,  leader 

No.  2 — Hopewell  Sanitarium,  Mrs.  Harris,  leader 

No.  3 — Jail    and    Travelers    Aid,    Mrs.    Almond,    leader 

No.  4 — Girls  Protection  Homes,  Mrs.  Zahn,  leader 

In  February  four  ladies  were  appointed  to  work  with 
the  following  organizations:  County  Home,  Mrs.  Kitts; 
Salvation  Army  Hospital,  Mrs.  Christenberry ;  Red  Cross, 
Mrs.  Kinney;  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Mrs.  Pollitzer.  A  business  wo- 
man's group  was  organized  with  a  chairman  from  the  so- 
ciety and  a  vice  chairman  from  the  group.  Mrs.  Davis 
was  appointed  chairman. 

At  the  meeting  in  July  it  was  decided  to  send  Elinor 
Rigdon,  a  young  girl  from  the  Juvenile  Protection  Home, 
Green  Acre,  to  Brevard  Institute,  the  society  paying  her 
expenses.  Mrs.  Spellman  was  elected  president  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  Fulmer,  who  was  leaving  Green- 
ville. Mrs.  Spellman  presented  the  Memorial  Tablet  to  the 
Church  on  the  Sunday  morning  nearest  the  Armistice 
Day.  The  Tablet  contained  the  names  of  all  those  who 
left  our  Church  for  service  overseas. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Wilson  was  elected  President  for  1926. 
There  was  one  change  made  in  the  groups  at  thisl  time. 
No.  3  was  changed  from  Hopewell  Sanitarium  to  The 
Family  Service  Bureau.  The  society  sent  Elinor  Rigdon 
back  to  Brevard  again  for  another  year.    Elinor  was  pres- 
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cut  at  the  soeial  meeting  of  the  Society  on  August  17th. 
She  expressed  her  appreciation  for  all  that  was  being  done 
for  her. 

At  the  social  meeting  on  September  21st,  representa- 
tives from  the  four  organizations,  Bruner  Home,  Family 
Service  Bureau,  Travelers  Aid  and  Green  Acre,  were  pres- 
ent. The  girls  from  Bruner  Home  conducted  the  devotion- 
al and  the  girls  from  Green  Acre  sang  several  songs. 

At  the  business  meeting  in  November  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Pollitzer  was  elected  i)resident  for  1927. 

The  amount  of  $500.00  was  turned  over  by  the  society 
to  the  Building  Committee  of  the  new  Sunday  School 
Building,  which  was  to  be  begun  soon.        Irene  Wright 


WH^LIAMSTON 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Williamston, 
Anderson  District,  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference, 
was  organized  by  Rev.  Samuel  Lander,  April  11th,  1879, 
with  twenty  members :  Mrs.  G.  W.  Anderson,  Mrs.  S. 
Campbell,  Mrs.  V.  Campbell,  Mrs.  T.  Charles,  Mrs.  Aus- 
tin Clement,  Mrs.  Jno.  Finger,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Ford,  Mrs. 
John  Gambrel,  Mrs.  Samuel  Lander,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Lang- 
dom,  Mrs.  D.  D.  Moore,  Miss  M.  Prince,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Prince,  Mrs  G.  E.  Prince,  Mrs.  Ctirtis  Richie,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Wallace,  Mrs.  Harry  Wood,  Miss  Kate 
Woodin,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Workman. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  four  of  these  charter  mem- 
bers were  sisters  of  Dr.  John  Clinkscales,  of  Wofford  Col- 
lege. These  Avere  Mrs.  Clement,  Mrs.  Gambrel,  Mrs.  W. 
L.  Prince  and  Mrs.  Rogers. 
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Mrs.  S.  Lander  was  the  first  president  and  served 
faithfully  for  twelve  years.  Mrs.  D.  D.  Moore  was  the 
efficient  recording  secretary  for  the  first  six  years  up  to 
her  death.  Her  beautifully  kept  minutes  are  the  prized 
possession  of  the  society. 

We  are  proud  of  the  faithfulness  of  these  pioneer 
members,  and  also  that  we  have  had  a  continuous  or- 
ganization— no  lapse  in  these  forty-eight  years. 

The  outstanding  presidents  have  been  Mrs.  S.  Lan- 
der, Mrs.  F.  Auld  and  Mrs.  Mary  Goodgion.  The  last 
served  fifteen  yars,  and  her  memory  continues  to  be  an 
inspiration  to  the  society. 

Thanks  to  efficient  officers,  our  records  are  ahnost 
unbroken  since  organization. 

Mrs.  a.  W.  Attaway,  President,  1927 


ST.  JOHNS,  WALHALLA 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  St.  John's  M.  E. 
Church,  of  Walhalla,  S.  C,  was  organized  in  1879 — forty- 
eight  years  ago.  Rev.  C.  D.  Mann  was  organizer  of  this 
society. 

Following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  charter  members; 
there  were  sixteen  charter  members  but  Mrs.  D.  A. 
Smith,  who  was  president  at  that  time,  could  not  think 
of  the  other  three  names.  Only  the  two  first  named  are 
now  living :  Mrs.  D.  A.  Smith,  President ;  Mrs.  C.  D. 
Mann,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Strother,  Mrs.  John  J.  Ansel,  Mrs. 
John  Bauknight,  Mrs.  A.  P.  McClair,  Miss  Lula  Mickler, 
Mrs.  John  D.  Perry,  Mrs.  Bray,  Mrs.  Carrie  Sligh,  Mrs. 
Adair,  Mrs.  Florence  Thompson. 
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LOUISE  BEST 

Collegio  Centenario,  Santa  Maria,  Rio  Grande 

do  Sul,  Brazil 


ROCK  HILL  DISTRICT 


When  we  come  to  review  the  events  of  half  a  century, 
the  growth  and  development  of  an  earnest  purpose  which 
had  its  origin  fifty  years  ago,  we  are  reminded  of  the 
progress  of  a  mighty  river.  Rising  in  obscurity,  far  away 
from  the  haunts  of  men,  the  little  brook  starts  on  its  way. 
Feeble  and  powerless  by  itself,  it  receives  strength  and 
expands  when  joined  by  other  streams,  until  it  becomes 
the  broad  and  stately  river,  bearing  upon  its  waters  com- 
merce from  the  four  corners  of  the  globe. 

Such  is  the  picture  presented  by  the  missionary  work 
done  by  the  women  of  Rock  Hill  District,  who  started, 
in  1878,  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  all  parts  of  the  world  by 
means  of  seven  small  auxiliaries  and  a  few  minds  and 
hearts  that  were  big  enough,  and  warm  enough,  to  envelop 
and  yearn  over  the  lost  souls  that  groped  in  darkness.  Like 
the  seven  loaves  that  Jesus  blessed  and  broke  that  day 
beside  the  sea,  God  accepted  the  seven  small  bands  of  wo- 
men; He  has  blessed  their  endeavors  and  multiplied  their 
number  to  seventy-one  auxiliaries  and  1393  members,  all 
working  for  the  advancement  of  His  kingdom  and  the  good 
of  all  mankind. 

Bell  Air,  Wax  Haw.  Ebenezer.  St.  John's  (Rock  Hill), 
Bethel  (Chester).  Yorkville  and  Winnsboro  were  the  so- 
cieties that  blazed  the  trail  in  the  Rock  Hill  District.  How 
weak  and  small  are  their  first  reports !  Yet,  what  loyalty 
was  evidenced  in  those  early  days.  Much  of  the  success  of 
today  is  owing  to  the  efforts  of  women  who  were  willing 
to  serve  as  presidents  and  treasurers,  year  after  year — 
some  terms  of  office  extending  over  a  period  of  twenty  and 


218  FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928 

thirty  consecutive  years;  striving  to  awaken  other  women 
to  the  privilege  of  sharing  in  a  world-wide  work,  and 
faithfully,  through  the  heat  of  summer  and  the  chill  of 
winter,  collecting  the  ten  cents  per  month  dues  which 
would  eventually  become  millions  invested  in  the  Lord's 
work. 

It  was  in  1886  that  a  new  venture  was  undertaken. 
The  women  of  Chester,  through  the  medium  of  mission 
study,  became  vitally  interested  in  the  education  of 
Chinese  girls  and  took  over  a  scholarship!  for  girls  in  a 
school  in  China.  This  was  called  the  "Hun  Humbert" 
scholarship  and  required  a  payment  of  forty  dollars  a 
year. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Rev.  J.  Marion  Boyd,  in  1894, 
a  Chinese  scholarship  was  taken  in  his  name  by  the 
Rock  Hill  society. 

These  two  scholarships  were  only  the  beginnings  of 
broader  work  for  women  who,  heretofore,  had  reported 
only  such  activities  as  quilt-making  for  Wesley  Houses, 
cheering  the  sick  with  bright  flowers,  sending  friendly 
Christmas  boxes  of  remembrance  to  shut-ins,  and  struggling 
with  church  debts. 

Dollars  and  cents  may  be  added  and  the  exact  sum 
put  down  in  figures,  but  no  one  can  estimate  the  value  of 
human  lives  appearing  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger.  We 
find  on  the  pages  of  the  past  fifty  years  records  of  an  Ep- 
worth  Orphanage  girl  adopted  and  helped  through  col- 
lege, two  Chinese  scholarships,  a  missionary  in  Korea,  two 
Home  Mission  workers,  three  Bible  women  in  China,  a 
teacher  in  Seoul,  and  a  deaconess. 

These  fortunate  ones,  who  have  been  called  and  were 
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so  situated  that  they  could  enter  into  actual  service,  in- 
clude the  names  of  Nannie  Black,  Maybeth  Sykes,  Sarah 
Kee,  Ethel  Jackson  and  Azile  Mayben. 

The  women  of  the  Rock  Hill  District  feel  that  their 
efforts  have  not  been  in  vain,  and  the  reflex  action  has 
proved  the  truth  of  Luke's  words,  "Do  good  ....  and 
your  reward  shall  be  great."  The  women,  whose  part  it 
has  been  to  labor  that  others  might  go,  have  been  blessed 
with  an  interest  that  is  not  confined  to  a  small  area,  a 
greater  knowledge  of,  and  sympathy  with,  all  the  peoples 
of  the  earth,  a  more  intelligent  service  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  an  expansion  and  greater  joy  in  life. 

Mrs.  Juijan  Johnson,  Historian 


BETHEL,  CHESTER 


On  April  2,  1879,  there  was  organized  in  the  Chester 
Methodist  Church  a  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
This  organization  was  brought  about  by  Mrs.  Lester,  whose 
husband  Avas  pastor  of  the  church  at  that  time. 

Three  of  the  charter  members  are  still  living  and 
have  their  names  on  the  membership  roll  today.  They 
are,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Spratt  of  Chester,  Miss  Bettie  Killian  of 
Saluda,  N.  C,  and  Miss  Lizzie  Cousar  of  Monteagle,  Tenn. 
Some  others  who  united  with  this  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety in  its  infancy  and  who  are  still  laboring  most  faith- 
fully in  its  ranks  at  this  present  time  are  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Leckie,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Glenn,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Janie  G.  Gage  and 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Edwards.  A  gratifying  fact  also  is  that  a 
number  of  the  most  active  members  on    the    present-day 
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roll  are  direct  descendants  of  those  faithful  Avomen  who 
formed  the  first  organization. 

The  first  president  of  this  pioneer  missionary  socie- 
ty was  Mrs.  William  Henry  Hardin.  Others  serving  in 
the  capacity  of  president  in  the  early  years  were  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Cauthen,  Miss  Annie  Gott,  Mrs.  D.  J.  Macaulay 
and  Mrs.  W.  F.  McCullough.  Mrs.  Lester  Avas  made  the 
first  recording  secretary  and  Miss  Lizzie  Cousar  the  first 
corresponding  secretary  and  first  treasurer.  This  latter 
office  she  continued  to  fill,  without  interruption,  for  a 
period  of  twenty-five  years.  Several  times  in  her  ab- 
sence, Mrs.  C.  C.  Edwards  served  in  her  place,  and 
finally,  when  Miss  Cousar  had  to  be|  away  most  of  the 
time  Mrs.  Edwards  was  elected  regular  treasurer  and 
served  in  this  capacity,  most  acceptably,  for  a  number 
of  years. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  society  nothing  was  paid  in 
but  dues,  Avhich  were  10  cents  per  month  per  member. 
To  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cauthen,  who  was  the  second  president  of 
the  society,  and  Avhose  husband  was  Presiding  Elder  of 
Chester  District,  as  it  was  called  at  that  time,  the  society 
Avas  indebted  for  an  advanced  step  in  finances.  Mrs. 
Cauthen  urged  each  one  to  make  a  special  effort  to  in- 
crease her  contribution,  saying  that  the  society  Avould 
never  be  able  to  undertake  any  extra  work,  unless  this 
was  done.  She  increased  her  offering  by  50c  each  month, 
earning  this  extra  amount  herself,  and  under  the  in- 
spiration of  this  effort  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Cauthen, 
nearly  all  the  members  Avere  led  to  do  likeAvise. 

Encouraged  by  this  increase  in  finances,  this  faith- 
ful band  of  devoted  Christian  Avomen,  Avith  a  vision  of 


FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928  221 

the  needs  of  a  dying,  heathen  world,  decided  to  enlarge 
their  field  of  labor  and  support  a  scholarship  for  girls 
in  a  school  in  China.  So,  about  the  year  1886,  they  be- 
gan this  new  venture,  calling  it  the  "Hun  Humbert" 
Scholarship,  and  paid  the  sum  of  $40.00  per  year  for 
the  support  of  it.  This  work  continues  down  to  the 
present  time.  The  "Hun  Humbert"  Scholarship  was 
named  for  Mrs.  J.  W.  Humbert,  who  was  made  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference 
Missionary  Society  at  its  organization  in  1878,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  capacity  until  her  death.  Her  husband 
Avas  at  one  time  the  beloved  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Chester,  and  while  living  there,  the  local  society  honored 
her  a  second  time  by  making  her  a  life  member. 

This  early  organization  confined  its  efforts  entirely 
to  foreign  mission  work.  There  was,  however,  at  the 
time  of  its  beginning,  a  Parsonage  Aid  Society,  but  the 
two  remained  separate  in  every  way,  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  1900,  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett,  the  great  pioneer 
leader  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Work  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  visited  the  women  ofl  Bethel  Church, 
Chester,  and  through  her  efforts  a  third  organization  came 
into  existence.  This  was  known  as  the  Home  Mission  Socie- 
ty, and  all  money  contributed  through  this  channel  went 
to  the  support  of  missionary  work  in  the  United  States. 

Miss  Annie  Hardin,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  her 
mother,  Mrs.  William  Henry  Hardin,  served  as  the  first 
president  of  this  organization.  Mrs.  S.  D.  Cross,  the 
capable,  efficient  and  faithful  treasurer  of  today,  began 
her  career  in  this  capacity,  back  in  the  early  years  of 
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this  Home  Mission  Society,  being  elected  to  the  office  of 
treasurer  in  1901.  Mrs.  Cross  is  also,  at  this  time,  the 
splendid  Conference  Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference.  The  dues  in 
this,  as  in  the  Foreign  Mission  organization,  10c  per  month 
per  member. 

Thus  the  woman's  missionary  work  continued  along 
these  separate  and  distinct  lines  until  1915,  when  the 
Home  Mission  and  the  Foreign  Mission  Societies  Avere 
merged  into  our  present  organization — the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society.  The  dues  were  now  increased  to 
25c  per  month,  and  were  divided  as  follows — 60%  for 
support  of  foreign  missions  and  40%  for  support  of  home 
missions.  Instead  of  the  old  Parsonage  Aid  Society, 
there  was  elected  a  local  treasurer  in  the  new  organi- 
zation, the  money  from  this  department  taking  care  of 
parsonage  furnishings,  when  necessary. 

In  1916  a  Young  People's  Missionary  Society  was  or- 
ganized in  this  church,  composed  mostly  of  the  young 
business  Avomen  of  the  congregation.  This  auxiliary  was 
named  the  Virginia  Patterson  Missionary  Society  in 
honor  of  Mrs.  M.  V.  Patterson,  Avho  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  outstanding  women  of  Bethel  Church  in  loyal- 
ty, fidelity  and  liberality.  In  recent  years,  this  group  has 
become  the  Virginia  Patterson  Circle  of  the  adult  aux- 
iliary. 

A  very  great  forward  step  was  taken  in  1924,  when 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  assumed  the  support  of 
its  own  missionary — Nannie  Black — who  went  out  from 
Bethel  Church  as  an  ambassador  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
mission  field  of  Korea. 
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In  retrospecting  the  work  of  this  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  for  these  forty-nine  years  of  its  existence, 
time  fails  to  tell  of  those  faithful  women  who  have 
labored  so  painstakingly  with  the  Children's  Missionary 
Work;  of  others  who  have  held  responsible  offices  in  the 
organization;  of  others  who  have  given  so  generously 
and  cheerfully  of  their  means ;  and  of  still  others  who 
have  encouraged  the  work  by  their  faithful  attendance 
upon  the  meetings,  but  suffice  it  to  say,  that  many  and 
splendid  achievements  have  been  Avrought  by  the  noble 
and  self-sacrificing,  Christian  women  who  have  composed 
its  membership  all  down  through  the  years,  and  this  ser- 
vice of  love,  in  the  Master's  name,  has  already  been  richly 
blessed  by  Him. 

The  present  society  has  an  enrollment  of  one  hund- 
red and  twenty-five  members,  and  is  divided  into  five 
circles,  each  circle  with  its  own  leader  and  officers.  Con- 
nected with  the  adult  society  are  a  Baby  Division,  a 
Primary  Society,  an  Epworth  Junior  Society  and  a 
Young  People's  Society. 

Since  its  organization,  with  ten  earnest  Avonien,  in 
1879,  the  missionary  society  of  Bethel  Methodist  church, 
Chester,  S.  C,  has  never  failed  to  hold  a  meeting  everj^ 
month  through  all  the  years  of  its  existence.  Its  history 
is  a  record  of  faithfulness  and  growth. 


ST.  JOHNS,  ROCK  HILL 


The  society  was  organized  at    St.  Johns,    Rock    Hill, 
April  21,  1879. 

At  this  early  period  many  preachers  regarded  rather 
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doubtfully  this  work  in  the  church  which  was  managed 
solely  by  the  women,  and  they  feared  that  the  collections 
for  Missions  would  be  seriously  affected. 

The  pastor  of  St.  Johns  Church  at  this  time  (1878- 
81)  was  Rev.  J.  Marion  Boyd — of  loving  memory — who 
believed  heartily  in  the  work  that  the  women  had  under- 
taken, and  entered  into  their  plans  by  conducting  special 
meetings  and  lending  his  support  in  every  way. 

The  late  Mrs.  Janie  Springs  Connor  was  deeply  im- 
pressed and  through  her  inspirational  assistance,  an  en- 
thusiastic meeting  was  held  and  a  Society  organized!  by 
the  pastor,  assisted  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Meynardie,  Presiding 
Elder. 

At  this  time  a  number  of  women  interested  in  Mis- 
sions, who  were  members  of  other  denominations,  joined 
this  first  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  to  be 
organized  in  the  town  and  several  offices  were  ably  filled 
by  these  ladies.  The  first  president  chosen  was  Mrs,  J. 
Marion  Boyd.  The  late  Mrs.  W.  L.  Roddey  of  the  A.  R. 
P.  Church  was  the  first  treasurer.  Mrs.  Janie  Springs 
Connor  served  as  corresponding  secretary  until  her 
death,  June,  1881.  She  brought  inspirational  reports  from 
the  first  two  annual  meetings  held  in  Charleston  and 
Greenville,  respectively.  The  influence  of  her  beautiful 
life  did  not  cease  when  she  was  called  to  higher  service 
and  reward. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Rev.  J.  Marion  Boyd  in  1894, 
a  Chinese  scholarship  was  taken  in  his  name  and  main- 
tained for  five  years. 

A  number  of  years  later  a  child  from  our  Church 
Orphanage   was   adopted    as   our   protege   at   the   age  of 
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eleven  years.  The  Society  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting 
her  materially  until  she  was  graduated  from  College  and 
prepared  for  the  duties  of  life. 

Since  1911  we  have  supported  a  Bible  Woman  in 
China  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Annie  Stackhouse,  who  was  a  faith- 
ful worker  in  the  society  during  her  residence  here. 
Another  Bible  Woman  has  been  supported  by  Mrs.  F.  H. 
Barber  for  the  same  length  of  time. 

These  charter  members  are  still  active  members  of  the 
society:  Mrs.  F.  H.  Barber,  Miss  B.  V.  Wood,  and  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Johnson.  Since  beginning  this  sketch  Mrs.  Barber 
has  passed  on  to  the  bright  and  better  land.  She  was  a 
woman  of  deep  piety  and  loj^alty  to  her  Church — always 
in  her  place  at  the  meetings  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Miss  Wood  served  faithfully  as  treasurer  for  twenty 
years.  Before  the  days  of  telephones  or  automobiles  she 
walked  through  the  heat  of  summer  and  the  chill  of  winter 
collecting  the  dues  for  the  Society.  Neither  weather  nor 
distance  counted  with  her,  when  there  were  dues  to  be 
collected. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Johnson,  daughter  of  the  organizing  pastor, 
was  the  youngest  member  of  the  Society  and  served  as 
firet  recording  secretary.  Mrs.  Johnson  still  labors  with 
us  and  is  one  to  whom  we  all  look  for  advice.  Her  life 
is  indeed  fruitful,  and  her  interest  in  Missions  never 
slackens. 

These  are  the  beginnings  of  St.  Johns  Auxiliary.  It 
is  a  story  of  great  faith  and  unselfish  service  on  the  part 
of  a  small  band  of  women  in  whom  the  great  commission 
to  help  evangelize  the  world  was  felt  as  a  solemn  obli- 
gation. 
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A  program  of  education  along  the  lines  of  Missions 
has  been  a  part  of  the  work  of  this  Society  from  early 
days.  We  have  used  the  literature  furnished  by  our  Pub- 
lishing House  to  good  advantage  and  have  been  fortunate 
in  having  visiting  missionaries  from  the  various  fields  tell 
us  of  their  work.  Recently  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  hear- 
ing a  missionary  say :  "  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to"  talk  to 
the  women  of  this  Society  as  you  are  well  informed  about 
the  work  and  so  readily  understand  the  message  that  I 
bring."  We  realize  that  in  order  to  keep  up  an  interest 
in  Missions  we  must  have  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  the 
work,  which  comes  by  close  contact  with  the  workers. 

St.  Johns  Auxiliary  took  a  forward  step  some  years 
ago  by  putting  on  the  ''Circle  Plan,"  We  were  among 
the  first  societies  in  our  denomination  in  the  State  to  try 
this  plan  and  it  was  a  success  from  the  beginning.  It  was 
during  the  presidency  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Cloud  that  this  was 
accomplished.  Mrs.  J.  R.  T.  Major  was  recording  secre- 
tary at  the  time.  She  helped  in  the  organization  of  the 
circles  and  by  her  energy  and  fine  Christian  spirit  helped 
to  make  the  plan  a  perfect  success. 

Time  and  space  forbid  the  mention  of  aU  the  names 
of  women  who  have  helped  in  a  wonderful  way  in  the 
work  of  the  Society.  Among  our  younger  members,  the 
names  of  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mrs.  McCain,  Mrs.  Mauldin,  and 
Mrs.  Willis  stand  out.  All  of  these  have  filled  the  office 
of  president  acceptably.  Mrs.  Julian  Johnson  and  Mrs. 
Boyd  Creighton  as  leaders  of  our  business  women's  circle, 
"The  Lambuth  Circle,"  have  helped  to  develop  the  young 
womanhood  of    the    Society.     Our    circle    leaders    have 
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wrought  nobly  and  the    individual    members    who    have 
stood  by  their  leaders  deserve  our  appreciation. 

From  forty  members,  we  have  grown  to  150  since  the 
circles  were  organized.  "We  feel  tliat  the  outlook  for  our 
Society  was  never  brighter.  Our  local  work  is  well  looked 
after  through  the  Society  and  we  are  proud  to  have  had 
a  part  in  building  our  new  Church  and  in  helping  fur- 
nish it.  At  present  this  Society  furnishes  a  state  officer — 
Mrs.  Julian  Johnson,  and  a  Home  Mission  Worker,  Miss 
Maybeth  Sykes. 

If  I  were  asked  to  give  the  outstanding  feature  of  St. 
Johns  Auxiliary,  I  would  answer,  "Interest."  The  women 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  all  phases  of  the  work.  We  have  no 
trouble  with  our  collections.  We  feel  that  the  cause  de- 
mands our  best  in  gifts  and  service,  and  the  women  give 
both  gladly. 

We  have  an  abiding  faith  that  God  is  calling  us  to 
this  work. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Cloud,  Historian 


VAN  WYCK  (WAXHAW) 


Methodism  in  the  Van  Wyck  community  dates  back 
to  the  time  of  Asbury.  In  its  early  history  it  was  very 
feeble.  The  Presbyterians  had  a  strong  hold  in  the  coun- 
try and  largely  dominated  religion. 

Old  Waxhaw,  Six  Mile  and  Tirzah  were  strong 
churches.  In  the  early  seventies  there  were  a  few  JMethod- 
ist  families  who  felt  the  need  of  a  church  building. 
Among  them  Mr.  Adam  Ivey,  a  local  Methodist  preacher, 
Rev.  W.  C.  Patterson,  a  .superannuated  preacher,    David 
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Gross,  William  Rogers,  J.  L.  Tillman  and  others.  They 
met  and  built  a  small  church  where  Van  Wyck  cemetery 
is  located  and  called  it  little  Waxhaw  Methodist  church. 
It  was  grouped  with  churches  forming  Fort  Mill  charge 
and  was  served  by  the  following:  Rev.  J.  T.  England, 
Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  J.  L.  Stokes,  Rev.  Watson  (the  editor's 
father),  W.  W.  Williams,  J.  W.  McRoy,  W.  W.  Daniel 
H.  W.  Whitaker  and  E.  J.  Price  in  succession.  (Mr.  Ivey, 
local  preacher,  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Patterson  often  filled 
appointments.) 

In  1890  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  railroad  passed 
through  this  community  and  Waxhaw  church  location 
was  changed  to  the  present  site  and  namei  changed  to 
Van  Wyck  Charge.  The  Annual  Conference  of  1890 
divided  the  Fort  Mill  charge  by  taking  off  Belair,  New 
Hope  and  Van  Wyck,  forming  the  Van  Wyek  Charge, 

Ever  since  the  little  church  was  built  at  the  ceme- 
tery the  Methodist  women  have  had  a  local  society,  look- 
ing after  the  needs  of  the  work.  In  1923  when  the  Van  Wyck 
church  was  remodeled,  the  Ladies  Aid  (since  organized 
into  a  missionary  society)  raised  a  hundred  dollars 
toward  the  building  fund.  They  bought  the  piano  and 
other  furniture.  However,  there  is  still  a  small  debt  on 
our  church  that  we  are  trying  to  pay  off. 

On  the  Van  Wyck  Charge  at  present  there  are  three 
nice  new  modern  churches,  Osceola,  Belair,  and  Van 
Wyck.  Last  year  we  tried  to  form  a  charge  missionary 
society,  but  the  other  churches  would  not  cooperate  with 
us.  This  is  the  financial  report  and  the  way  it  was  appro- 
priated : 
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Dues    $  27.25 

Local  Work 56.41 

Pledge 5.00 

$  88.66 
Year  ending  December,  1927. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Yoder,  Historian 
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SPARTANBURG  DISTRICT 


GRACE,  UNION 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Grace  Church, 
Union,  S.  C,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  missionary  societies 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  South  Carolina,  having-  been 
organized  in  1879  by  our  beloved  leader,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wight- 
man.  Several  prominent  leaders  in  mission  work  were 
present  at  this  meeting,  among  them  were  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Humbert  and  Mrs.  Wait.  (Mrs.  Spencer  M.,  Sr.)  Mary 
Carlisle  Rice  was  the  first  president.  She  served  efficient- 
ly and  faithfully  in  this  capacity  for  a  number  of  years. 
Among  those  serving  as  president  in  the  earlier  years  of 
this  society  were  two  capable  and  lovable  workers,  (Mrs. 
J.  T.)  Ann  E.  Hill,  and  (Mrs.  D.  C.)  Cornelia  M.  Gulp. 
(Mrs.  Robert  W.)  Martha  Williams  Gage  was  also  a  most 
efficient  president  in  1887.  (Mrs.  Jas.)  Carrie  Duncan 
Cogshell  was  president  for  two  years. 

During  its  forty-eight  years  of  service  the  society  has 
had  the  privilege  of  seeing  a  son  of  one  of  its  beloved  or- 
ganizing members,  who  is  living  today,  go  out  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  China,  N.  Gist  Gee,  son  of  (Mrs.  R.  T.)  Ger- 
trude Gist  Gee. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Edwards  was  a  consecrated  worker  for 
several  years,  and  after  her  term  as  president,  her  beauti- 
ful daughter,  Johnnie  Sanders,  gave  her  life  to  mission- 
ary work  in  China,  in  1896,  going  out  as  an  exponent  of 
her  mother's  influence  and  teaching.  While  there  as  a 
worker  she  married  Rev.  A.  C.  Bowen,  a  missionary  from 
Alabama.     Mrs.  Bowen  was  indeed  a  tower  of  strength  in 
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missionary  work  and  her  beautiful  and  useful  life  was  an 
example  for  all  true  Christians.  Other  capable  presi- 
dents of  this  organization  were  (Mrs.  T.  C.)  Fannie  M. 
Duncan,  (Mrs.  Emslie)  Kate  Grey  Nicholson  and  (Mrs.  F. 
B.)  Belle  P.  Gulp. 

We  had  the  honor  in  1898  of  having  Miss  Belle  Ben- 
nett and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Kirkland  organize  our  Home  Mission 
Society.  These  two  organizations  did  a  splendid  work  for 
a  number  oi  years,  each  having  a  corps  of  efficient  and 
faithful  officers. 

About  the  year  1910  these  societies  were  merged  and 
became  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  The  first  presi- 
dent was  Mrs.  Coline  Edwards  Smith,  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Bowen.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Summer  followed,  serving  as  presi- 
dent for  nine  years.  Under  her  leadership  the  society 
grew  in  interest  and!  scope  of  work.  (Mrs  C.  T.)  Mamie 
T.  Murphey's  two  years  as  president  will  always  stand 
out  as  years  of  going  forward  and  accomplishing  much 
good.  She  organized  the  Johnnie  Sanders  Society  in  1916, 
whose  membership  was  composed  of  the  younger  women. 
Miss  Maude  Garner  was  first  president.  This  society  at- 
tained the  Belle  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance  and 
Honor  Roll.  It  is  now  a  circle  of  the  Auxiliary.  We 
have  five  circles  doing  fine  work. 

We  consider  it  a  privilege  to  claim  Miss  Eugenia 
Smith  as  our  representative  in  the  Home  Field,  her  father 
being  a  faithful  member  of  Grace  Church. 

We  are  gratified  to  know  we  have  always  met  our 
obligations,  and  we're  pleased  to  have  been  on  the  Honor 
Roll  last  year,  1926.  The  local  work  of  this  organization 
is  an  outstanding  accomplishment. 
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Wo  have  the  honor  of  havmg  (Mrs.  J.  F.)  Cornelia 
G.  Walker,  a  most  efficient  Conference  officer,  a  member 
of  our  society. 

(Mrs.  Spencer  M.,  Jr.)  Evelina  S.  Rice  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Kilgo  served  one  year  each  as  president.  We  are  four- 
fold in  our  work. 

(Mrs.  C.  H.)  Agnes  Rice  Peake  is'  serving  her  second 
year  as  President,  and  we  are  happy  in  knowing  the  work 
continues  to  grow  and  expand  in  many  ways  for  the 
Master. 

It  is  a  coincidence  that  I  should  have  the  pleasure  and 
privilege  of  writing  this  history,  as  my  mother  was  its 
first  president,  and  I,  her  daughter,  am  presiding  at  this 
time,  the  Jubilee  year. 

(Mrs.  C.  H.)  Agnes  R.  Peake,  President 


CENTRAL  CHURCH,  SPARTANBURG 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Central  Method- 
ist Church  was  organized  in  Spartanburg,  S.  C,  March 
5,  1879.  This  was  the  first  auxiliary  in  the  Spartanburg 
District.  The  officers  of  the  society  were:  Mrs.  George 
Cofield,  president ;  Miss  Mary  M.  Dawkins,  treasurer ;  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Mulligan,  secretary.  Mrs.  Mulligan  acted  as  treas- 
urer for  twenty-five  years,  and  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
figures  in  the  Spartanburg  District.  She  was  district 
secretary  for  seventeen  years.  Many  noted  missionaries 
and  workers  have  been  entertained  in  her  hospitable  home. 
For  thirty-six  years  she  wrote  a  letter  each  month  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tarboux,  missionaries  in  Brazil.  She  is  the 
only  living  member  of  the  twenty-five  enrolled  in  1'879. 
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The  report  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  society  showed  a 
membership  of  seventy-three,  and  dues  paid,  $18.70.  Mr. 
Simpson  Bobo  was  made  a  life  member  in  1880,  but  asked 
that  his  wife's  name  be  used  in  his  place.  Later,  other 
life  members  were  added.  They  were:  Rev.  J.  L.  Wight- 
man,  Miss  Eliza  Mulligan,  Mrs.  Fannie  Oliver,  Miss  Gass 
Peurifoy,  Rev.  William  Rogers,  Bishop  W.  W.  Duncan, 
Rev.  Mark  Carlisle,  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Mulligan. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Carlisle  made  an  address  at  a  public  meet- 
ing in  1882,  and  the  amount  of  $120.00  contributed  at 
this  meeting  was  sent  to  Young  J.  Allen.  Fifty  dollars 
was  paid  in  1886  to)  Laura  Hagood  School  in  China.  Mr. 
Charles  Wofford  gave  $25.00  and  the  money  was  used 
to  make  Mrs.  Wightman,  the  state  president,  a  life  mem- 
ber.   The  total  collected  up  to  1897  was  $2,033.47. 

In  1882,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Caston  organized  the  Juveniles. 
Years  afterwards  the  society  was  named  "Dan  Betts," 
for  a  young  Wofford  graduate  who  went  from  Central 
as  missionary  to  Brazil.  The  first  year  there  were  forty- 
five  members  and  the  dues  were  $1.55.  In  1926,  a  group 
of  the  older  members  were  formed  into  a  young  people's 
division.  The  report  of  the  "Dan  Betts"  for  1927  was: 
Members  Junior  Division,  34 ;  Members  Baby  Division,  15 ; 
total  collected  for  year,  $30.00. 

In  June,  1890,  the  Annual  Conference  met  in  Spar- 
tanburg, with  more  than  fifty  members  in  attendance. 
The  first  payment  to  Scarritt  was  $11.00,  in  1891. 

In  1895,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  wife  of  the  pastor,  called 
a  group  of  thirty  young  women  to  her  home  and  organized 
them  into  a  society.  Mrs.  L.  J.  Blake,  then  Miss  Louise 
Hinneman,  was  elected  as  first  president.     Since  then  she 
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has  been  president  four  times,  including  the  presidency  of 
the  combined  societies  into<  circles. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Mrs.  Rogers  for 
being  the  founder  of  this  mission  band.  Out  of  it  grew 
one  of  the  best  auxiliaries  in  the  Conference,  noted  for  its 
tireless  workers  and  generous  gifts.  The  society  had  a 
scholarship  of  $50.00  to  Brazil  in  the  college  where  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Tarboux  worked,  so  the  auxiliary  was  named 
"Sue  Tarboux,"  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Tarboux.  The  scholar- 
ship was  maintained  until  Council  asked  for  undirected 
pledges. 

The  societj'  had  a  bed  in  a  hospital  in  China  named 
''Annie  Rogers,"  for  Mrs.  Rogers. 

When'  Mrs.  R.  E.  Stackhouse  came  to  Spartanburg, 
in  1911,  she  joined  "Sue  Tarboux,"  and  it  was  under  her 
inspiration  and  example  that  the  members  saw  they  were 
not  doing  their  best.  Mrs.  Stackhouse  offered  to  give  $25.00 
on  pledge  if  the  society  would  make  it  $100.00.  Since 
then,  several  of  our  women  have  been  contributing  per- 
sonally from  $50.00  to  $100.00  apiece.  Mrs.  Tarboux  has 
sent  gifts  several  times  of  $5.00  and  $10.00  since  returning 
from  the  work  in  Brazil.  Mrs.  E.  L.  Archer  gave  $50.00 
to  Belle  Bennett  Memorial,  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Yarlx)rough 
gave  $100.00  to  this  fund.  Miss  Nell  Garlington  was  treas- 
urer of  "Sue  Tarboux"  for  seventeen  years.  In  appre- 
ciation of  her  untiring  work  and  cheerfully  given  time, 
she  was  honored  with  a  life  membership. 

For  three  years  the  society  carried  on  work  at  Dray- 
ton Mill.  The  mill  company  gave  a  four-room  house  and 
the  workers  went  once  a  week  for  games  and  stories  with 
the  children.     They  had  a  library,  and  a  Mothers'  Club, 
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which  met  once  a  month.  The  society  has  conducted  mis- 
sion study  classes  every  year. 

In  1912  the  society  took  up  the  home  work  along  with 
the  foreign.  Mrs.  Temple  Ligion  was  president  and  ably 
carried  through  the  added  work  and  new  obligations.  At 
the  same  time,  the  other  two  societies,  Home  and  Foreign, 
were  combined,  and  a  group  of  young  ladies  which  had 
been  doing  only  home  work,  added  the  foreign.  Thus  up 
to  1925  there  were  three  distinct  auxiliaries  doing  the 
work. 

"Sue  Tarboux"  had  a  part  in  all  the  agencies  for 
social  and  religious  uplift  in  Spartanburg,  helping  in  War 
Relief,  Travelers'  Aid,  Salvation  Army,  Wesley  House, 
Red  Cross,  visiting  hospitals  and  jails.  1922  was  the  high 
tide  of  their  giving  and  for  all  purposes  they  raised 
$1800.00. 

The  Home  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in  1895. 
While  Mrs.  W.  E.  Burnett  was  president  in  1909,  at  her 
suggestion  and  under  her  able  and  personal  supervision, 
the  Wesley  House  was  organized  at  the  Spartan  Mill.  This 
is  the  outstanding  work  of  the  society  and  is  a  monument 
for  all  years  to  Mrs.  Burnett.  She  has  seen  it  grow  from 
one  worker,  Miss  Mutch,  the  first  deaconess,  and  $900.00 
the  first  year's  expense,  to  three  resident  workers,  three 
part  time  workers,  and  expenses  $4,008.48  for  1926. 

At  the  beginning,  Mrs.  Burnett  secured  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Walter  Montgomery,  president  of  the  mill,  and  the 
mill  generously  paj's  towards  the  upkeep,  building  a  home 
in  1910  and  then  replacing  with  a  larger  and  better 
equipped  one  in  1923. 

Special  mention  should  bo  made  of  Mrs.  D.  A.  DuPre, 
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who  was  treasurer  for  seventeen  years.  Her  books  were 
models  of  accuracy  long  before  Council  required  that  they 
be  audited.  Mrs.  Janie  Adam  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
sewing  school  from  the  beginning,  and  is  a  faithful  worker. 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Rembert  collected  individual  pledges  up  to  the 
time  of  her  death.  Mrs.  Warren  DuPre  furnished  a  read- 
ing room  in  memory  of  her  father,  Bishop  W.  W.  Duncan. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Shell  furnished  the  Domestic  Science  room  in 
memory  of  his  wife.  Mr.  Charles  Carlisle  gave  the*  insur- 
ance premium  on  the  furniture.  These  and  many  others 
have  given  of  their  time  and  money.  The  work  the  first 
year  included  Day  Nursery,  Sewing  School,  Domestic 
Science,  various  clubs,  and  visiting  in  the  homes. 

The  work  of  the  boys  and  girls  has  been  divided,  and 
the  boys  now  have  a  separate  building  not  under  the 
church's  supervision,  though  there  is  co-operation  between 
the  Wesley  House  and  the  boys'  work. 

At  Miss  Martha  Gamewell's  death  in  1912,  $500.00 
was  left  to  the  Home  Missionary  Society. 

In  1924  the  two  adult  auxiliaries,  Central  and  "Sue 
Tarboux,"  voted  to  unite  and  divide  into  circles.  The 
plan  was  begun  in  1925.  Later  the  third  society,  known 
as  the  Young  Ladies,  came  in.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Zimmerman, 
then  president  of  "Sue  Tarboux,"  in  1924,  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  circles  for  1925.  The  following  have 
been  presidents  of  the  circles:  Mrs.  L.  J.  Blake,  1926; 
Mrs.  William  Fore,  1927 ;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Chiles,  1928..  During 
Mrs.  Fore's  term  she  organized  the  young  people. 

The  Conference  of  Upper  South  Carolina  met  at  Cen- 
tral church  in  1926. 

The  .society  has  four  names  on  the  memorial  tablet 
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in  the  Wightman  chapel  at  Searritt — Miss  Martha  Game- 
well,  Mrs.  Fanny  Boyd  Nash,  Mrs.  Alic6  Duncan  Rem- 
bert,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Yarborough.  There  are  165  members  in 
five  circles.  Total  collected  for  all  purposes  for  1926, 
$2,932.60. 


BETHEL,  SPARTANBURG 


Bethel  church  was  formed  of  a  number  of  members 
from  Central,  so  their  history  is  a  continuation  or  an  ad- 
dition to  that  of  Central. 

Very  soon  after  the  organization  of  Bethel  Church  in 
November,  1907,  the  woman's  missionary  work  of  the 
church  was  also  organized.  First  of  all  was  organized 
The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  whose  special  mission  should  be 
to  assist  in  furnishing  the  new  parsonage.  At  that  time, 
the  Woman's  Work  proper  consisted,  not  of  one  society 
with  various  departments,  as  it  now  does ;  but  was  divided 
into  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies.  These  were 
accordingly  next  organized.  In  addition  to  these  three, 
societies  for  young  people  and  children  were  also  organ- 
ized. All  of  these  societies  owed  their  beginning  to  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Rogers,  now  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  con- 
secrated and  active  leaders  of  the  woman's  work  of  the 
church. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  in  those  days  the  fiscal  year  of 
the  Woman's  Board  began  in  March,  February,  1908,  was 
the  first  month  in  which  Bethel's  separate  Home  Mission 
Society  and  Foreign  Mission  Society  met.  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Rogers  was  the  first  president  of  the  former  and  Mrs.  L. 
P.  Walker  filled  that  office  for  the  latter.     The  following 
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women,  interested  in  both  departments  of  work,  joined 
both  Societies  as  charter  members:  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers, 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Walker,  Uvs.  W.  A.  Milster,  Mrs.  H.  France, 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Herring,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Waller,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Sims, 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Anderson,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Cudd,  Mrs.  Marion  Dar- 
gan,  Mrs.  T.  P.  Sims,  Mrs.  George  Nicholls,  Mrs.  Sauls, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Bowden,  Mrs.  Leonard  Bennett,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Crawford,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Cannon,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Epps,  Mrs.  A. 

B.  Dreyer,  Mrs.  Emma  Boyd,  Mrs.  George  Cofield,  Mrs. 
R.  E.  Daniel,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Henry,  Mrs.  P.  B.  Lankford,  Mrs. 

C.  P.  Sanders,  Mrs.  Eugene  Sanders,  Mrs.  C.  K.  Gould, 
Mrs.  W.  G.  King,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Maxwell,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Scruggs, 
Mrs.  C.  D.  West,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Fairey,  Mrs.  Coward. 

Early  in  the  history  of  their  work.  Bethel  missionary 
women  gave  evidence  of  the  progressive  spirit  that  has 
since  characterized  them.  In  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Woman's  Board,  the  Aid  Society  was  in 
1910  incorporated  in  the  Home  Mission  Society  as  the 
Local  Department  of  the  latter  organization.  The  Bethel 
women  were,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  first  in  the  State  to 
take  that  step.  Another  progressive  measure,  of  which 
time  has  proved  the  wisdom,  was  the  merging  of  the  two 
societies  (home  and  foreign)  into  one  body  with  two  de- 
partments of  work.  This  action  had  been  recommended  by 
the  Woman 's  Board,  to  all  local  organizations  in  the  church 
at  large;  but  because  each  society  had  its  loyal  adher- 
ents, this  unification  was  in  general  rather  reluctantly 
done.  Even  before  the  Home  and  Foreign  Societies  of 
the  South  Carolina  Conference  had  united,  the  local  or- 
ganizations at  Bethel  had  done  so.  In  January,  1912,  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  at  Bethel  assumed  the  form  it  has 
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since  borne.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers  became  president  of  the 
Auxiliary  and  held  that  office  for  several  years.  Other 
l)rcsidents  have  been  Mrs.  J.  H.  Yarborough  (member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Missionary  Council),  Mrs. 
S.  T.  Lanham  and  Mrs.  Hickman  Stribling. 

At  that  time,  the  Auxiliary  held  one  meeting  every 
week,  with  the  following  schedule:  First  Monday,  Foreign 
Mission  Program;  Second  Monday,  Bible  Study;  Third 
Monday,  Home  Mission  Program;  Fourth  Monday,  Local 
Department.  Each  time  during  the  year  that  a  fifth  Mon- 
day occurred  in  a  month,  it  was  used  for  a  social  meeting. 

One  of  the  helpful  forward  steps,  which  was  taken 
about  ten  years  after  the  uniting  of  the  two  societies,  was 
the  launching  of  the  "Circle  Plan,"  As  the  membership 
of  the  Auxiliary  increased  it  was  found  a  very  great  stimu- 
lus to  interest,  to  group  the  women  according  to  the 
location  of  their  homes.  Each  circle  meets  monthly  and 
conducts  the  program  of  study  put  out  by  the  Woman's 
Council,  and  collects  the  offerings  of  its  members.  The 
business  meeting  held  monthly  at  the  church  receives  the 
reports  of  the  circles  and  transacts  the  general  business 
of  the  Auxiliary.  All  membership  visiting,  attention  to  the 
sick,  and  cultivation  of  missionary  activity  as  well  as  deep- 
ening spiritual  power  are  found  to  be  greatly  improved  by 
this  method  of  intensive  work  through  circles. 

The  Bethel  Auxiliary  is  deeply  grateful  that  from  the 
ranks  of  our  church  has  come  one  of  the  consecrated  mis- 
sionaries trained  at  Scarritt  College  and  appointed  by  the 
Woman's)  Missionary  Council  in  the  Home  Mission  field — 
Miss  Annie  Rogers.  At  the  time  of  her  going  to  Scarritt 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Laura  Hagood  Society,  a  group 
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of  young  women  who  soon  after  became  an  organic  part  of 
the  Auxiliary.  Miss  Rogers  was  first  sent  to  St.  Mark's 
Hall,  New  Orleans,  and  after  a  splendidly  successful  term 
of  service  there,  was  appointed  to  Bethlehem  Center,  Nash- 
ville. 

In  the  way  of  Social  Service,  the  Bethel  Auxiliary  has 
(ever  since  August  1908,  when  earnest  prayer  was  offered 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Wesley  House  at  Spartan  Mill 
village,  in  Spartanburg)  taken  a  vital  and  continuous 
part  in  City  Mission  work.  Two  years  after  the  united 
prayer,  there  was  a  Wesley  House  in  operation;  and 
Bethel  women  acting  with  those  from  other  churches  on 
the  City  Mission  Board  have  been  helping  to  build  Christ- 
ian character  in  the  homes  touched  by  this  community 
center,  ever  since  1910. 

Another  noteworthy  piece  of  social  service  was  the 
securing  of  Nurse  Carter,  loaned  to  Spartanburg  by  the 
Woman's  Council  for  six  weeks,  to  give  courses  in  home 
nursing  and  midwifery  to  colored  girls  and  women.  The 
beneficent  ripples  of  influence  are  still  radiating  out 
among  the  colored  homes  of  Spartanburg  from  that  prayer- 
backed  effort. 

When  the  Bennett-Wightman  Memorial  at  Scarritt 
College  was  launched,  the  Bethel  Auxiliary  was  whole- 
hearted in  supporting  it,  and  contributed  $432.55. 

On  the  Book  of  Remembrance  in  that  memorial  build- 
ing Bethel  Auxiliary  has  the  name  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers 
(placed  by  the  Conference  Society).  On  the  Memorial 
Roll  was  placed  the  name  of  Mrs.  B.  L.  Allen  by  her 
daughter.  Miss  Daisy  Allen. 

It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to  the  Auxiliary  that 
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its  first  president,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  has  been  for  years 
one  of  the  inspiring  and  loyal  builders  in  the  missionary 
work  of  the  Conference.  She  served  as  the  treasurer  for 
the  Home  Society  for  some  years,  and  then  in  the  same 
office  for  the  Conference  Missionary  Society  when  home 
and  foreign  organization  were  united.  A  number  of  other 
district  and  conference  officers  have  been  given  to  the 
work  by  the  Bethel  Auxiliary.  One  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Missionary  Council,  the  late  Mrs.  J,  H.  Yarborough,  was 
a  member  of  this  Society  several  years,  serving  one  year 
as  president.  During  the  nineteen  years  of  its  history 
(1908-27)  the  Bethel  Woman's  Missionary  Society  has 
contributed  in  offerings  $16,191.11. 

This  bare  outline  of  the  Auxiliary's  life  and  growth 
would  be  incomplete  without  some  reference  to  the  spirit 
that  has  indwelt  the  organization  from  its  beginning.  In 
the  chilling  atmosphere  and  the  hard  going  which  accom- 
panied and  followed  the  World  War  and  the  years  of 
financial  disaster,  the  women  have  gone  steadily  on,  many 
tithing,  all  sacrificing,  most  of  them  praying  definitely, 
trustingly,  joyfully,  for  our  Lord's  triumph  in  the  earth, 
and  the  blessing  of  sad  lives  everywhere  through  Him. 
We  take  the  visible  evidence  of  the  Auxiliary's  growth  and 
service  to  be  indicative  of  those  finer,  imperishable  attain- 
ments which  God  sees  in  our  imperfect,  yet  faith-filled 
efforts.    "The  things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal." 


Part  IV — Biographical 

CHAPTER  I 
OUR  GLORIFIED  OFFICERS 


MRS.  MARIA  DAVIES  WIGHTMAN 

(The  following  account  of  the  life  of  Mrs.  Wight- 
man  was  written  by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler,  just  after  her 
death,  and  is  reprinted  here  as  a  fitting  representation 
of  that  great  woman.) 

The  recent  death  of  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  on  Sun- 
day night,  May  12,  1912,  is  a  grief  to  the  Church ;  to  her 
immediate  friends  her  loss  is  irreparable. 

She  was  a  woman  of  the  loveliest  and  most  gracious 
personality. 

The  unequalled  charm  of  her  character  was  in  its 
unique  simplicity  and  purity — in  the  natural  fineness, 
feminine  delicacy  and  the  exquisite  sympathies  of  her 
nature,  all  of  which  seemed  to  be  hiding  under  a  constant 
appeal  for  the  privilege  of  lighting  some  other  soul  out 
of  darkness  into  the  love  and  light  of  Christ. 

She  was  **A  being  breathing  thoughtful  breath," 
richly  endowed  in  mind,  with  clear  intellectual  concept- 
ions, and  a  still  clearer  discernment  of  spiritual  truth, 
and  so  capable  of  clothing  her  own  piquant  thoughts  in 
glowing,  sparkling  words  that  any  subject  chose  became 
attractive  to  her  audience. 

We  are  indebted  to  her  sister,  Miss  Frances  Davies, 
and  her  daughter,  Miss  May  Wightman,  for  the  interest- 
ing facts  here  given. 
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Mrs.  Maria  Davies  Wightman  was  born  on  the  night 
made  memorable  by  the  "falling  stars" — November  14, 
1833,  at  the  home  of  her  maternal  great-grandfather, 
John  Lucas.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  at 
the  surrender  at  Yorktown. 

He  was  more  than  a  soldier — he  was  a  pioneer 
Methodist  of  Sparta,  Ga.,  and  entertained  in  his  own 
house,  the  first  Conference  lield  in  the  State. 

Her  father,  John  Davies,  was  a  great  grandson  of 
John  Lloyd,  Avho  was  president  of  the  Senate  of  S^uth 
Carolina  for  five  years. 

John  Davies  moved  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  when  the 
little  Maria  was  only  a  few  months  old,  and  afterwards 
to  Macon,  Miss. 

When  nine  years  of  age,  she  became  a  Christian  and 
united  with  the  Church. 

On  July  17,  1849,  she  was  graduated  with  the  first 
honors  of  her  class  at  Centenary  Institute,  Summerfield, 
Alabama,  where  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Mitchell  was  president. 

The  topic  of  her  essay  was  characteristic  of  her  in 
later  life:  "What  we  are,  and  what  we  might  be,"  show- 
ing even  then  her  ideal  of  true  womanly  culture. 

Much  of  Mrs.  Wightman 's  time  throughout  her  life 
was  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  best  books,  and  to  the 
Bible  more  than  all  others. 

She  realized,  also,  as  few  women  do  that  a  true  life 
is  always  one  of  service. 

Tlie  second  year  of  the  Civil  War  her  family  went  to 
Greensboro,  Ala.,  for  safety  as  danger  threatened  their 
home. 

While  there  she  met    Dr.  W.  M.  Wightman,    Chan- 
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cellor  of  the  SoutKeni  University,  and  on  November  14, 
1863,  they  were  married. 

Dr.  Wiglitman  was  elected  Bishop  in  the  Methodisi 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  sometime  afterwards,  and  was 
invited  to  make  his  home  in  his  native  city,  Charleston, 
S.  C,  where  they  arrived  January  1,  1868. 

Bishop  Wightman  was  w^ell  known ;  in  the  church, 
honored  and  beloved. 

Mrs.  Wightman 's  record  was  parallel  with  that  of 
her  husband,  and  they  worked  together  with  the  same 
heart  and  hand. 

She  was  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1878  and  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and  in 
the  same  year,  her  own  South  Carolina  Conference  Socie- 
ty was  organized;  she  Avas  elected  president  and  was  the 
main  spring  until  her  death. 

She  was  president,  also,  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  for  many  years. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Mrs.  Wightman  exert- 
ed an  influence  in  favor  of  missions,  especially  in  the  Wo- 
man's Societies,  more  direct,  and  vital  than  any  other 
woman  in  the  church.  In  South  Carolina,  she  was  pre- 
eminently the  head  and  the  heart.  The  Conference  Secre- 
tary. Mrs.  R.  L.  Kirkwood,  saj^s :  "We  are  indeed  be- 
reaved, nor  will  Ave  ever  see  her  like  again." 

I  Avas  Avith  Mrs.  Wightman  a  feAv  days  before  she 
A-ent  to  the  Infirmary  and  she  said:  "Let  us  have  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  Conference  Society  as  soon  as  possible 
after  your  return  from  Washington,  that  I  may  be  able 
to  go;  if  Ave  Avait  until  later,  I  cannot  be    Avith    you." 
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Just  a  day  or  two  after  this  she  presided  at  the  meeting 
of  her  Society  at  Trinity. 

When  I  returned  from  Washington,  I  was  surprised 
to  see  how  rapidly  she  had  failed,  and  how  terribly  she 
was  suffering. 

Nothing  that  I  told  her  delighted  her  more  than  the 
fact  that  $5,000  had  been  given  to  the  African  work.  Her 
one  desire  was,  to  the  very  last,  to  do  something  more 
for  the  work. 

"Through  all  these  years,"  says  her  daughter,  ''her 
time  and  strength  have  been  devoted  to  the  work  she 
loved  so  well.  During  her  illness  she  longed  to  get  well 
that  she  might  work.  'I  am  eager  to  work',  she  said,  *I 
want  to  help  somebody ;  this  is  such  a  wonderful  day  of 
opportunity.  'Tis  a  pity  to  die  when  there's  so  much  to 
be  done,  and  so  few  to  do  it.' 

"And  thus  she  spoke,  her  mind  bright  and  alert 
through  all  her  sufferings,  which  were  fast  consuming 
her  physical  strength. 

"When  just  able  to  speak  a  few  words,  she  prayed 
that  our  women  might  have  an  enlarged  vision  and  give 
their  very  best  to  God. 

"Weary  and  exhausted  from  suffering  caused  by 
chronic  peritonitis  she  fell  asleep  at  last,  and  after 
awhile  the  great  heart  ceased  to  beat.  Her  body  was 
laid  to  rest  in  beautiful  Magnolia  Cemetery  amid  a  pro- 
fusion of  flowers. 

"Such  wonderful  courage  and  patience,  and  cheer- 
fulness throughout  her  illness  Avas  a  beautiful  example 
to  all  of  us,  and  her  humor  always  spontaneous  never 
failed  to  the  very  last. 
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"We  desired  no  note  of  gloom  at  her  funeral  ser- 
vice, but  for  all  to  be  in  keeping  with  her  joyous,  victor- 
ious life. 

"Her  funeral  was  simple  and  impressive.  She  was 
placed  in  a  beautiful  grey  casket  covered  with  Avhite 
flowers  from  which  there  was  a  fringe  of  narrow  Avhite 
ribbon  that  held  lilies  of  the  valley  and  sweet-peas  falling 
gracefully  over  the  sides  and  ends  of  the  casket." 

There  is  not  space  to  tell  of  the  beautiful  service  by 
the  pastor  and  his  touching  words;  nor  of  the  lovely 
hymns  by  the  choir,  and  the  malei  quartette  who  sang : 
Crossing  the  Bar,  and  then  again,  as  the  casket  was  being 
removed  from  the  chancel:  Softly  now  the  Light  of  Day. 
The  choir  sang:  0,  Love  that  ivill  not  let  me  go,  and 
hymn  430  was  read  at  the  close. 

There  was  not  a  touch  anywhere  of  black. 

She  always  loved  the  beautiful  in  art,  music.  poetr5\ 
in  nature  and  in  everything. 

When  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ray,  of  Asheville,  N.  C,  heard  of 
her  death,  she  said:  "Dear  Mrs.  Wightman,  I  see  her 
in  a  vision  as  she  appeared  in  1878.  She  stood  within 
the  Altar  of  Central  Methodist  Church  here  in  Asheville, 
called  by  our  pastor,  now  Bishop  Atkins,  to  present  and 
explain  the  work  of  the  ncAvly  organized  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  to  the  members  of  his  charge.  She  did 
this  with  characteristic  grace,  earnestly  and  forcefully, 
while  the  radiant  smile  on  her  face  illumined  the  words 
that  sprang  from  her  lips,  and  gave  them  the  deeper 
meaning  that  was  in  her  heart. 

"One  picture  she  threw  out  before  us  as  imperson- 
ating the  Avork,  dwells  in  mv  mind : 
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"A  Winged  Heart  had  just  risen  in  flight,  sent  forth 
by  the  Church  to  carry  the  (Jospel  message  of  love  and 
salvation  throughout  the  world. 

"Through  her  uplifted  eyes,  I  could  see  that  heart 
winged  by  faith  poising  above  the  congregation,  with  its 
message,  'Go,  Ye',  then  floating  out  far  away  into  other 
regions. 

"I  have  followed  Mrs.  Wightman's  career,  since 
then,  in  her  home  and  social  life,  but  especially  in  con- 
nection with  her  work  as  a  leader  in  the  uplift  and  in- 
spiration she  gave  to  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society. 

"As  a  living  personal  power,  she  was  the  embodi- 
ment of  the  idea  she  had  presented — A  Winged  Heart 
soaring  above  earthly  things  to  reach  the  Divine  in 
Humanity. ' ' 

It  is  no  wonder  the  daughter  should  say:  "Oh,  Mrs. 
Butler,  it  Avas  a  rare  privilege  to  have  such  a  mother ! 
She  lived  on  a  far  higher  plane  than  many  of  us  do,  and 
our  most  precious  hour  was  at  our  morning  prayer  when 
her  soul  was  poured  out  before  God  so  wondrously  and 
as  only  she  could  pray." 

In  the  front  of  her  Bible  is  written  her  motto  for 
this  year,  January  1,  1912,  II  Cor.  14,  15  verses:  "He 
died  for  all  that  they  which  live  should  not  henceforth 
live  unto  themselves,  but  for  Him  which  died  for  them 
and  rose  again."  Also  these  verses  in  her  Bible: 

"Before  us  rise  the  hills  sunlit  with  promise! 

Fairer  fulfillments  than  the  past  could  know, 
New  growths  of  soul,  new  leadings  of  the  Spirit 

And  all  the  glad  surprises  God  will  show." 
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Other  linos  that  follow  were    copied    twice    in    her 
Testament : 

"Yea,  through  life,  death,  through  soi'row  and  through 

sinning, 
Christ  shall  suffice  me,  for  He  hath  sufficed, 
Christ  is  the  end,  for  Christ  Avas  the  beginning, 
Christ  the  beginning  for  the  End  is  Christ." 

Mrs.  F.  a.  Butler 


A  BEAUTIFUL  LIFE  ENDS 


Mrs.  j]Iiiicrra  Mary  Humhert  Passes  Aivai/ 
at  Newberry,  1909 


Newberry,  November  8. — Special :  Ripe  in  years  and 
rich  in  blessings,  which  flowed  from  a  long  life  of  beauti- 
ful Christian  service,  INIrs.  Minerva  Mary  Humbert  died  at 
her  home  in  Newberry,  at  4:50  o'clock  on  Monday  after- 
noon. She  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some  time,  and 
the  end  was  not  unexpected. 

As  the  helpmeet  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  her- 
self an  active  worker  in  churcli  affairs,  for  many  years  she 
had  been  prominently  known  throughout  South  Carolina 
and  in  many  other  States  as  one  of  the  most  zealous  and 
earnest  and  consecrated  evangelists  of  the  Most  High,  to 
whom  she  had  devoted  all  of  the  years  of  the  life  which 
He  gave  her,  and  which  He  has  taken. 

Mrs.  Humbert  was  in  the  79th  year  of  her  age.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  General  Henry  H.  Kinard  and  Mrs. 
Mary   Counts  Kinard,   both   of   Newberry    County.      Her 
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father  was  born  in  1806,  and  died  in  1869.  Gen.  Kinard 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Newberry  County  and  of 
the  State,  and  rendered  his  State  and  county  conspicuous 
service.  Mrs.  Humbert's  mother,  who,  before  her  mar- 
riage, was  Mary  A.  Counts,  was  born  in  1809,  and  died  in 
1851. 

Mrs.  Humbert  was  born  in  Newberry  on  November 
29,  1831.  In  her  eighteenth  year,  on  February  21,  1849, 
she  was  married  to  Col.  W.  B.  D  'Oyley,  a  merchant  in  New- 
berry. Col.  D  'Oyley  lived  only  a  few  years,  and  on  Octol^er 
26,  1865,  she  was  married  to  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Humbert,  with 
whom  she  went  hand  in  hand  for  forty-one  years  along  a 
pathway  oftimes  beset  with  struggles  and  hardsliips. 

The  ceremony  which  united  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humbert 
was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Sidi  H.  Browne,  who  was  for 
many  years,  and  until  his  death,  the  beloved  chaplain  of 
the  South  Carolina  State  Press  Association. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Humbert  died  on  July  28,  1906.  and 
since  that  time,  awaiting  the  summons  to  join  him,  Mrs. 
Humbert  had  continued  to  devote  her  time  and  her  energy 
and  her  ability  to  the  work  to  which  they  both  had  con- 
secrated themselves. 

Mrs.  Humbert  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference, which  was  organized  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference  in  Newberry  in  1878.  At  that 
time  she  was  chosen  corresponding  secretary,  which  i)osit- 
ion  she  held  until  the  time  of  her  death.  To  this  work  she 
devoted  an  immense  amount  of  lal)or.  Missionary  work 
was  the  great  work  of  her  life. 


FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928  251 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Conference,  at  which  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Hum- 
bert was  corresponding  secretary,  was  organized,  Mrs. 
Bishop  Wightman,  of  Charleston,  was  chosen  president  of 
the  Society,  and  still  holds  the  position.  At  that  meeting 
of  the  Conference,  Bishop  Wightman  presided.  Mrs.  Hum- 
bert and  Mrs.  Wightman  were  close  friends  and  fellow- 
workers,  and  Mrs.  Wightman  came  to  Newberry  to  be  with 
Mrs.  Humbert  during  her  last  illness. 

Mrs.  Humbert  leaves  a  brother,  Mr.  H.  H.  Kinard, 
of  Newberry,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  A.  Coke  Smith,  of  Nor- 
folk, Va.  Mrs.  Smith  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Bishop  A. 
Coke  Smith.  In  addition  to  these  relatives,  she  is  sur- 
vived by  a  niece  and  two  nephews— Mrs.  Elbert  H.  Aull, 
of  Newberry,  Mr.  John  M.  Kinard  of  Newberry,  and  Dr. 
James  P.  Kinard,  of  Winthrop  College,  Rock  Hill. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Humbert  will  be  mourned  through- 
out South  Carolina.  Her  life  work  is  ended,  but  the  good 
which  she  did  will  live  for  all  time,  and  the  influences  which 
she  set  in  motion  will  go  on  and  on.  Hers  was  a  conspic- 
uously beautiful  Christian  character,  and  hers  was  an 
exemplary  life  of  Christian  consecration.  Personally  she 
was  a  most  charming  woman.  With  remarkable  talents, 
which  she  multiplied,  and  with  a  lovable  disposition,  she 
had  power  for  good,  and  this  power  she  used  to  the  ut- 
most for  good.  Paraphrasing  the  words  of  the  distinguish- 
ed Dawson,  in  the  long  picture  gallery  of  the  past,  upon 
no  face  will  the  light  shine  with  a  more  tender  or  effulgent 
radiance  for  those  who  knew  her  than  upon  that  of  their 
departed  friend. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  Central  Methodist 
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Chiirc'li,  of  which  she  was  a  member,  at  3  o'clock  this  after- 
noon.    Interment  was  at  Rosemont  Cemetery. 


ISABELLA  DONALDSON  MARTIN 

June  24,  1839— March  4,  1913 


When  the  long  and  useful  life  of  Miss  Isabella  D. 
Martin  came  to  a  close,  March  4,  1913,  at  her  home  on 
Blanding  Street  in  Columbia,  one  of  the  representative 
women  of  the  city  and  of  the  State  passed  away.  Strong 
of  intellect,  calm  of  judgment,  keen  and  quaint  of  wit, 
public  spirited,  energetic  and  capable,  her  influence  will 
last  and  by  her  work  she  will  be  known  far  into  the  future. 

In  her  church,  in  her  city,  in  her  State,  she  was  a 
leader  in  all  that  meant  progress.  There  is  many  a  monu- 
ment in  Columbia  to  the  success  of  her  enterprise  and 
energy,  a  review  of  her  many  activities  being  almost  like 
a  history  of  the  growth  and  development  of  Columbia 
since  the  war,  for  she  either  led  or  ardently  cooperated  in 
every  educational,  patriotic,  charitable  and  religious  move- 
ment of  the  city.  In  every  contribution  of  her  talent 
which  slie  so  generously  gave  ''she  typified  the  strength, 
the  courage,  the  poise  of  the  southern  woman  of  the 
old  school."  "A  truly  remarkable  woman  of  the  South," 
was  she. 

As  a  Teacher 

For  more  than  a  score  and  a  half  of  years  Miss  Mar- 
tin was  (me  of  the  leading  educators  in  the  State.  She 
conducted  for  twenty-five  years  a  private  school  for  girls, 
the  reputation  of  which  spread  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
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State.  Hundreds  of  girls  were  taught  by  her,  receiving 
not  only  what  she  could  capably  impart  from  books,  but 
what  she  could  so  firmly  impress  upon  their  young  lives — 
the  strength,  the  depth,  the  gentleness  of  her  own  character 
and  personalit3^  She  was  a  mere  girl  herself  when  she 
opened  this  school  in  1866,  the  year  after  the  War  Be- 
tween the  States  ended.  A  few  girls  came  at  first  to  board 
at  her  parents'  home  (her  lifetime  residence  on  Blanding 
Street)  and  they  were  i)ut  in  care  of  Miss  Martin's  mother, 
for  the  young  teacher  was  not  yet  considered  mature 
enough  to  be  responsible  for  them.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  school  which  grew  and  flourished  until  1890, 
when  she  closed  it  to  accept  a  position  on  the  first  faculty 
of  the  College  for  Women,  Dr.  Atkinson,  its  founder,  de- 
laying the  opening  of  the  new  institution  while  Miss  Mar- 
tin's well  established  school  for  girls  was  still  in  existence 
just  across  the  street.  She  first  taught  English  Literature 
and  History  at  the  College,  and  later  taught  Ethics. 

In  1899  Dr.  W.  W.  Daniel,  President  of  Columbia 
College,  i^ersuaded  Miss  Martin  to  become  the  head  of 
Mental  and  Moral  Science  Department  of  the  College,  a 
position  which  she  held  until  sh©  decided  to  rest  from  her 
labors  in  the  class-room  about  1910. 

One  of  the  pleasantest  incidents  of  her  latter  years 
was  the  reunion  of  her  school  in  May,  1910.  From  far  and 
near,  her  "girls" — 150  of  them  at  least — came  to  gather 
about  her  once  more  there  in  the  old  familiar  surround- 
ings, to  demonstrate  their  affectionate  and  appreciative 
regard  for  her,  and  to  present  her  with  a  handsome  loving 
cup  as  a  token  thereof. 
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As  a  Patriotic  Leader 

Love  and  loyalty  to  the  Confederacy  were  always  pre- 
dominant in  her  life  and  in  her  heart.  Her  brother,  Wil- 
liam Maxwell  Martin,  a  graduate  of  Wofford  in  1857,  en- 
tered the  Confederate  Army  among  the  first  in  1861.  While 
stationed  at  Charleston  with  his  command,  he  contracted 
fever  soon  after  going  into  camp,  and  was  the  first  of 
his  command  to  give  his  life  for  the  South.  The  latent 
passion  of  his  sister,  Isabella,  for  her  State  and  Southland 
blazed  into  fervid  flame  and  after  the  death  of  her  brother 
she  dedicated  her  thought  and  work  to  the  Confederate 
Cause.  She  belonged  to  the  Relief  Association  of  the  city, 
and  was  ready  day  and  night  to  render  aid  to  the  Con- 
federate soldiers  who  were  sick  or  wounded. 

As  a  Church  Worker 

The  daughter  of  Rev.  William  Martin,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  divines  which  the  Methodist  Church  in  this 
State  has  ever  had,  she  was  ardent  in  her  devotion  to  her 
church  and  most  active  in  her  services.  It  was  her  dis- 
tinguished father  who  raised  the  funds  to  erect  the  pres- 
ent Washington  Street  Church.  This  daughter,  Isabella, 
was  present  at  the  breaking  of  the  ground  for  the  founda- 
tion of  the  new  church.  Quoting  from  Rev.  William  Mar- 
tin's diary,  under  date  of  August  16,  1871,  is  found  tlio 
following  entry:  "After  solemn  prayer  to  Almighty  Cod. 
in  the  presence  of  C.  Waring,  builder,  **  *  *  ^  and  my 
daughter,  Isabella,  I  took  a  spade  and  with  my  own  hands 
broke  ground  for  the  foundation  of  the  new  church.  The 
Lord  be  gracious  to  us  and  bless  the  labor  of  our  hands 
and  give  success  to  all  of  our  efforts,  that  we  may  soon  see 
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this  house  of  His  erected  and  His  people  working  within 
its  sacred  walls."  To  this  daughter  every  brick  in  this 
edifice  was  sacred. 

She  was  ever  active  in  the  Sunday  School  work,  being 
always  a  faithful  and  most  earnest  teacher.  The  Woman's 
Bible  Class,  numbering  one  hunderd  and  twenty-five  at 
this  time,  1928,  bearing  the  name  ''The  Isabella  D.  Mar- 
tin Bible  Class,"  is  a  loving  memorial  to  this  untiring  and 
devoted  Sunday  School  worker. 

The  beautiful  window  on  the  east  side  of  the  church 
near  the  door,  donated  by  loving  friends  of  Miss  Isabella 
D.  ]\Iartin  and  carrying  suitable  inscription,  has  been  dedi- 
cated to  her  memory.  Keally,  it  seems  that  this  blessed 
old  church,  with  all  of  its  fragrant  memories  and  glorious 
history,  is  a  part  of  her  very  life  and  is  being  more  dearly 
linked  year  by  3'ear  with  the  precious  and  sacred  association 
of  this  daughter  of  God. 

She  founded  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  her 
church,  and  from  its  organization  in  1879  until  the  time 
of  her  death  she  was  president  of  this  auxiliary.  A  conse- 
crated worker,  a  positive,  dominant  and  capable  character, 
she  exercised  the  greatest  influence  on  the  members  of  her 
band.  Steadily  Increasing  in  numbers,  in  contribution  and 
in  interest,  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  continuously 
gave  the  church  and  the  cause  of  missions  intelligent  and 
valuable  support.  For  thirty-five  years  she  gave  her  skilled 
leadership  to  this  cause  to  which  she  was  so  devoted.  This 
Society  always  held  its  meetings  in  her  father's  old  library 
in  the  Blanding  Street  home.  Notable  among  the  floral 
offerings  at  her  funeral  was  a  beautiful  "gates  ajar"  sent 
by  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society    of    the    Washington 
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Street  Church,  of  which  she  was  always  the  leading  spirit. 
For  thirty  continuous  years  she  served  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference  in 
the  following  capacities :  Treasurer,  1883  to  1887 ;  vice 
president,  1887  to  1889 ;  recording  secretary,  1889  to  1913. 
Her  duties  were  always  performed  with  accuracy,  pre- 
cision and  exactness.  Joyous  in  this  service  and  most 
efficient  in  the  transacation  of  the  duties  of  these  respon- 
sible positions,  she  proved  a  most  valuable  and  beloved 
officer,  enjojang  the  highest  esteem  and  deepest  affection 
of  her  friends  and  co-workers. 


MRS.  W.  W.  DUNCAN 


Mrs.  Medora  Rice  Duncan  was  the  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  B.  H.  Rice  and  Caroline  Wallace  Rice  of 
Union  County.  She  received  her  early  education  at 
Limestone  College,  afterwards  going  to  the  Barhamville 
School  in  Columbia,  S.  C.  Later  she  finished  her  edu- 
cation at  Madame  DuPree's  school  in  Charleston. 

On  March  the  17th,  1861,  she  Avas  married  to  Rev. 
W.  W.  Duncan,  then  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference. In  every  respect  she  was  indeed  a  helpmate, 
by  nature  being  sympathetic,  kind,  and  generous  to  a 
marked  degree. 

In  1875  when  Rev.  W.  W.  Duncan  was  elected  to  the 
chair  of  mental  and  moral  philosophy  at  Wofford  Col- 
lege they  returned  to  South  Carolina.  Putting  her  mem- 
bership in  Central  Methodist  Church  she  contributed 
generously  to  all  its  institutions,  especially  the  cause  of 
missions.     In  Mexico,    she    educated    and    supported    a 
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little  girl,  whose  name  was  changed  to  Medora  Duncan. 

At  the  annual  Gonference,  which  met  in  Anderson 
in  189o,  it  was  decided  to  add  a  liomc  Mission  depart- 
ment of  which  Mrs.  Duncan  was  elected  president.  TMs 
office  she  filled  until  1906  Avhen  Bishop  Duncan's  health 
had  failed  to  such  an  extent  that  she  would  not  accept 
re-election. 

Being  of  a  very  modest  and  retiring  nature,  it  was 
indeed  a  trial  to  her  to  accept  an  office  where  she  would 
have  to  preside  at  the  meetings,  but  duty  impelled  her 
to  accept  this  office,  Avhich  she  filled  faithfully  and  well. 
Being  possessed  of  ample  income,  she  gave  to  Christ's 
cause  most  generously. 

As  a  faithful  and  devoted  Christian  woman,  a  most 
devoted  daughter,  a  loving  wife,  a  mother  unsurpassed 
in  gentleness  and  patience,  her  equal  is  hard  to  find. 

On  July  the  12th,  1914,  she  was  called  to  her  reward. 

Fannie  M.  Duncan 


MRS.  E.  S.  HERBERT 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Elizabeth 
Goggans,  of  Newberry,  S.  C,  and  married  January  10, 
1856,  Chesley  Herbert,  of  Newberry  County.  Just  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  her  young  husband,  having  returned  from 
the  army,  was  assassinated  by  a  Negro  whom  he  was  in 
the  act  of  serving.  Left  a  widow  with  three  small  child- 
ren, at  a  time  when  war  had  drained  the  land  of  its  re- 
sources, and  dire  poverty  was  everywhere,  Elizabeth  Her- 
bert bravely  took  up  the  burden  of  support  and  education 
of  her  children,  and  unfalteringly  bore  it  till  the  end  was 
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accomplished  and  she  saw  them  placed  in  life.  But  de- 
spite the  engrossing  character  of  hej'  struggle,  she  found 
time  for  arduous  joyous  service  for  her  King.  One  daugli- 
ter  was  called  to  heaven  in  young  womanhood,  her  son  be- 
came a  prominent  lawyer  and  banker  in  Orangeburg,  S.  C, 
and  her  surviving  daughter,  the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  L.,  Glaze, 
of  that  town.  Released  from  domestic  duties,  so  faithfully 
completed,  Mrs.  Herbert  actually  gave  her  life  to  the  work 
of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  and  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  work.  Her  beautiful,  serene  face  became 
a  familiar  one  in  gatherings  of  the  above  nature.  She 
traveled  all  over  South  Carolina  in  the  interests  of  the 
Temperance  Cause,  functioning  at  the  same  time  as  officer 
in  the  Conference  Missionary  Society.  From  ]890  to  1896. 
she  served  as  treasurer  of  this  organization,  and  from 
1896  to  1905  as  vice  president. 

Patiently,  faithfully,  she  pursued  htr  task,  and  when 
her  tired  body  could  no  longer  cairy  on  she  sank  into  her 
invalid's  bed,  where  for  five  years  she  rested — and  waited 
- — waited  for  her  orders  to  join  the  choir  invisible  in  the 
Better  Country.  Never  did  she  complain,  always  her 
heart  was  filled  with  peace— yet  we  know  it  was  with  joy 
she  recognized  the  messenger  who  bore  her  Home. 

C.  F.  H. 

MRS.  EMn.Y  HERBERT  GLAZE 


The  mantle  fell  on  the  shoulders  of  one  ready  to  take 
her  place.  Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Emily  Glaze,  became  an 
officer  in  the  W.  M.  S.  and  served  for  years  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Mission  Study.  A  consecrated  intelligence 
ruled  her  actions  in  all  situations,    and    rendered    her    a 
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valued  worker  in  the  eaiise  of -missions.  Her  ^t-eat  inter- 
est in  the  young  girls  of  her  church  brought  many  of 
them  in  touch  with  missions.  In  June,  1927  she  heard  the 
called  and  followed  to  her  Heavenly  rest. 

C.  F.  H. 

MRS.  R.  W.  BARBER 


Mrs.  Barber,  like  many  another  minister's  wife,  was 
among  those  who  in  the  very  beginning  became  a  member 
of  the  W.  M.  S.,  and,  although  busy  with  the  duties  of  wife 
and  mother,  she  began  the  study  of  the  missionary  move- 
ment in  the  church  and  the  world,  not  confining  her  in- 
terest to  the  woman's  work,  or  even  to  the  Methodist 
church,  l)ut  becoming  acquainted  with  the  whole  range  of 
missions.  It  is  not  unsafe  to  say  that  at  her  death,  and 
she  was  only  fifty-four,  she  knew  as  much  about  missions 
"n  the  church  of  her  day  as  any  South  Carolina  woman  of 
today  knows.  Her  daughters  found  in  her  a  fund  of  in- 
formation and.  consequently,  their  chief  inspiration.  She 
not  only  studied  these  movements,  but  she  prayed  fervent- 
ly and  frequently,  and  in  consequence  she  gave  liberally 
of  the  meager  funds  she  handled.  Her  husband  frequently 
told  her  she  was  too  self-denying,  and  that  the  Lord 
did  not  expect  such  sacrifices,  but  her  devotion  to  her  Lord 
and  the  unsaved  would  not  permit  her  to  do  otherwise. 
Such  beautiful  examples  are  the  priceless  heritage  of  her 
children  today. 

Her  name  appears  in  the  minutes  of  1888  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  annual  meeting  at  Greenwood,  and  as  District 
Secretary  of  W.  F.  yi.  Societv  of    Greenville    District    in 
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1889 ;  of  Marion  District  in  1892,  and  as  Conference  Librar- 
ian from  1903  till  her  death  in  1912. 

She  was  the  first  Conference  Recording  Secretary  of 
the  W.  H.  M.  Societ3%  remaining  in  that  office  till  1905. 
when  she  was  made  Superintendent  of  Press  Work  also, 
and  conducted  the  Woman's  Column  in  The  Advocate. 
The  duties  of  Conference  First  Vice  President  were  added 
in  1907,  and  she  was  relieved  of  the  recording  secretary's 
work,  but  in  1910  she  gave  up  the  vice  presidency,  being 
unable  to  do  more  than  the  work  of  the  Column.  Before 
her  death  one  of  her  daughters  had  to  take  her  work  on 
account  of  failing  eyesight.  Being  unable  to  read  for  a 
few  months  before  leaving  us  was  the  greatest  deprivation, 
for  she  had  been  a  student  all  her  life. 

Mrs.  Barber's  service  was  given  with  humility  of 
spirit,  but  with  great  eagerness  to  share  in  the  ongoing 
movements  of  the  kindgom.  She  lived  ahead  of  her  times, 
and  had  a  vision  of  many  of  the  present-day  achievements. 
She  never  saw  any  dividing  line  in  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions,  and  served  both  causes  from  the  Ijeginning  with 
equal  devotion.  Her  daughters  are  grateful  to  her  for 
giving  to  them  her  broad  outlook.  She  might  have  been 
honored  with  "so-called"  higher  offices,  but  she  preferred 
to  "scotch  "  as  I  have  often  heard  her  say. 

She  was  the  first  among  the  pioneer  women  whom  I 
ever  saw  speak  to  a  congregation  without  reading  the 
"speech."  She  always  wrote  what  she  had  to  say,  but 
she  could  then,  with  grace  and  clear  voice,  say  it — a  rare 
accomplishment  in  those  days. 

When  her  youngest  daughter  was  elected  Conference 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Home  Mission  Society,  it 
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was  the  mother  who  made  possible  any  sort  of  a  begin- 
ning in  such  service,  and  if  missionary  work  in  South 
Carolina  has  received  any  benefit  from  the  daughter's 
leadership,  she  is  glad  to  give  the  credit  to  Mrs.  Barber, 
her  mother. 

Helen  Barber  Bourne 


CHAPTER  II 

PRESENT  OFFICERS  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE 


MRS.  W.  L.  WAIT,  NEE  MISS  JANE  WOFFORD 

A  noble  quartette  of  great  women,  gifted  and  cul- 
tured, who  with  consecrated  zeal  pioneered  and  developed 
the  Woman's  Missionary  work,  stand  out  as  truly  royal, 
worthy  to  be  crowned  this  Jubilee  year  and  enshrined 
forever  in  the  hearts  of  all  Southern  Methodists  for  their 
character  and  works  sake.  Mrs.  Maria  D.  Wighman,  Mrs, 
J.  W.  Humbert,  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett  and  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Wait  formed  this  royal  group  of  which  Mrs.  Wait  alone 
abides  with  us  on  earth.  Well  may  her  sisters,  the  few 
who  remain  that  shared  with  her  the  beginnings  and  the 
many  younger  who  are  now  carrying  forward  the  develop- 
ed work,  crown  her  brow  while  this  peerless  one  still  lives. 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait  before  marriage  to  Rev.  W.  L.  Wait, 
of  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  was  Miss  Jane  Wofford, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Wofford  and  grand-niece  of  the 
founder  of  Wofford  College.  When  a  very  young  girl  at- 
tending the  Asheville  Female  College  from  which,  though 
the  youngest  member  of  her  class,  she  graduated  with  first 
honor  in  1862  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  she  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Young  Woman's  Missionary  Society  called  ''The 
Lyceum,"  organized  by  Miss  Susan  T.  Cox,  of  Abingdon. 
Va.,  held  in  blessed  memory.  The  money  raised  was  sent 
to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cunnyngham,  missionaires  in  China. 

Started  thus  early  in  organized  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  organization  and  activity,  twenty  years  ])eforc 
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our  great  Church  officially  authorized  such  organization, 
Mrs.  Wait  never  lost  the  interest  and  zeal  born  in  those 
college  days.  Ripening  in  wisdom,  scholarship  and  cul- 
ture, and  in  religious  experience  and  love  for  her  Lord, 
with  a  passion  for  bringing  all  to  know  Him  as  she  taught 
in  the  Spartanburg  Female  College,  now  Columbia  Col- 
lege, she  continued  the  work  and  preparation  for  larger 
fields.  As  the  wife  of  a  j^oung  and  growingly  successful 
lawyer,  W.  L.  Wait,  of  Greenville,  S.  C,  she  served  her 
church  and  the  Greenville  District  as  District  Secretary. 
When  her  husband  in  the  midst  of  a  growing  legal  busi- 
ness heard  the  call  of  God  to  the  Christian  ministry  for 
which  he  had  long  been  praying,  and  answering,  entered 
the  itineranc.y  in  1887,  Mrs.  Wait  gladly  left  home  and 
all  established  ties  in  true  missionary  spirit.  For  forty 
years  since,  in  every,  charge  to  which  devotedly  they  have 
gone,  she  has  devoted  herself  to  the  cause  of  Missions  as 
she  had  done  for  thirty  years  before. 

For  twenty-one  years  she  served  as  vice  president  of 
the  Conference  Society.  In  1915  she  was  chosen  president. 
In  1919,  impelled  by  the  weight  of  years,  she  resigned  this 
office  but  her  sisters  made  her  "President  Emeritus" 
which  office  she  still  holds  blessing  with  her  presence  and 
counsel  of  ripened  wisdom  and  unabated  strength  of  soul 
while  she  sweetly  waits  the  call  higher  where  the  Saviour's 
hands  will  crown  her  eternally. 

From  the  beginning  Mrs.  Wait 's  missionary  spirit  was 
wisely  inclusive.  Antedating  the  merging  of  home  and 
foreign  missions  into  one  great  missionary  enterprise, 
when  the  urgent  need  of  parsonage  homes  for  our  frontier 
ministers  stirred  the  hearts  of  our  women,  and  the  Home 
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Mission  organization  was  launched,  Mrs.  Wait,  with  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Duncan  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers,  sponsored  this 
cause  in  South  Carolina.  Mrs.  Wait  was  the  first  treasurer, 
and  after  a  short  time  it  fc^l  to  her  lot  to  serve  as  corre- 
sponding secretary  visiting  the  charges  and  organizing 
Home  Mission  societies,  of  which  she  did  more  than  any 
other  in  South  Carolina.  Later  she  became  i)residcnt  of 
the  Home  Mission  Organization  to  the  time  of  its  merging 
with  the  Foreign  into  one  great  organization  for  Missions, 
at  which  time  she  was  made  president  of  the  United  So- 
ciety. So  fine  was  her  judgment,  so  gracious  her  spirit, 
so  admirable  her  Christian  womanliness  thaH  churches  and 
homes  were  readily  opened  for  her  work  and  her  message 
gladly  received  and  responded  to. 

Seventy  years  and  more  of  missionary  service  by  one 
noble,  gifted,  consecrated,  cultured  woman !  Earth  has 
no  arithmetic  to  calculate  such  values.  Eternity  alone 
can  unfold.  South  Carolina  is  honored  in  having  such 
and  South  Carolina  womanhood  honors  her,  and  in  that 
honor  all  who  know  would  gladly  share  this  Jubilee  Year 
of  Praise  and  thanksgiving,  earnestly  praying  that  God 
may  continue  to  spare  this  truly  great  woman  to  bless  with 
her  presence  His  earthly  work  and  workers. 

E.  O.  W. 


MISS  MAY  WIGHTMAN 


Daughter  of  Bishop  William  May  Wightman,  and 
our  president  for  thirty-four  years,  Mrs.  Maria  Davies 
Wightman.  Miss  Wightman  has  said:  "It  was  not  my 
privilege  until  the  last  years  of  mother's  life,  to  attend 
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with  her  the  Conference  Society  and  the  Woman's  Board 
meetings.  It  was  a  great  loss  to  me,  but  my  part  was  to 
attend  the  'home-base',  relieving  her  of  these  details 
that  she  might  give  herself  wholly  to  the  work. ' '  At  the 
Gaffney  meeting,  in  1912,  when  the  desperate  illness  of 
Mrs.  Wightman  brought  distress  to  all  hearts,  a  telegram 
from  Miss  Belle  Bennett  and  Miss  Maria  Gibson  said : 
"May  the  mantle  of  the  mother  fall  upon  her  daughter." 
These  were  prophetic  words.  Miss  Wightman  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  president.  In  a  few  days  the  end  came 
in  that  life  so  spent  in  service,  and  the  daughter  became 
acting  president.  She  bravely  accepted  the  "mantle" 
and  iha  task.  In  1913  she  was  elected  president,  which 
office  she  devotedly  filled  until  the  election  of  1915,  when 
she  deemed  it  best  to  retire,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs. 
AV.  L.  Wait. 

C.  F.  H. 


MRS.  JOHN  A.  RICE 


In  1919  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Bishopville,  Mrs. 
Wait  tendered  her  resignation,  and  Avas  lovingly  elected 
president  emeritus.  Her  wonderful  service  as  pastor's 
wife,  as  organizer  in  missionary  work,  as  president  of 
Home  Mission  Society  of  her  Conference,  as  vice  presi- 
dent and  then  president  of  W.  M.  S. — this  is  a  story  as 
yet  unfinished,  as  she  still  lives  to  bless  her  church  and 
glorify  her  God.  Mrs.  John  A.  Rice,  a  newcomer  into 
our  State,  wife  of  the  pastor  of  Trinity  church,  Sumter, 
was  elected  president,  and  presided  the  following  year 
at  Conway.    A  woman  of  brilliant  mind,  wide  experience 
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and  channiiig  ijcrsonality,  Mrs.  Rice  gave  promise  of  a 
great  leader.  But  her  stay,  alas,  was  brief.  Her  husband 
was  called  to  be  a  professor  in  the  Southwestern  Uni- 
vesity,  at  Dallas,  and  she  severed  her  relationship  with 
our  Conference  Society,  September,  1920.  Mrs.  Rice  holds 
a  prominent  place  of  leadership  among  the  women  of 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  where  Dr.  Rice  is  pastor  and  editor. 
She  was  succeeded  by  the  vice  president,  Mrs.  Walter  1. 
Herbert,  who  acted  as  pro  tem  president  until  regularly 
elected  in  1921. 

C.  F.  H. 

MRS.  WALTER  I.  HERBERT 

On  November  4th,  1864,  at  Statesburg,  S.  C.  was 
born  a  daughter  to  Capt.  C.  M.  Furman  and  his  wife, 
Frances  Garden.  The  distinguished  parents  of  this  IoacIv 
baby  bequeathed  to  her  the  goodly  heritage  of  being  well 
born  and  some  relative  with  prophetic  vision  named  her 
Constance — "steadfastness  of  purpose."  And  so  it  is  that 
prior  to  June  26th,  1889,  she  was  Miss  Constance  Furman. 
Since  that  eventful  day  she  is  Mrs.  Walter  I.  Herbert, 
wife  of  Rev.  Walter  I.  Herbert  of  the  South  Carolina 
Conference.  Scripturally  ''like-minded,"  together  they 
walk  "th-  way"  that  leads  to  the  City  of  (Sod. 

Possessing  a  keen  intellect  combined  with  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  a  superior  education,  Mrs.  Herbert 
was  v/ell  equipped  for  the  duties  of  a  Methodist  preacher's 
wife. 

As  a  conscientious  niothci'  she  lias  si)ent  long, 
wonderful  years  in  co-oijcration  willi  the  Divine, — shaping. 
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moulding  and  building  character,  "a  workman  that  need- 
eth  not  to  be  ashamed."  A  son  she  had  who,  having 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  world  peace,  sleeps  in 
Flanders  Field,  "where  scarlet  poppies  bloom";  and  a 
daughter  in  China  who,  as  hospital  nurse,  is  leading  the 
sick  to  the  Tree  that  John  saw,  whose  leaves  are  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations. 

Other  sons  and  daughters  there  are  whose  lives  re- 
flect the  beauty  of  the  steadfast,  unconquerable  purpose  of 
Mother  Love. 

Mrs.  Herbert  has  always  been  in  love  with  missions. 
Wherever  duty  calls  in  whatever  sphere  her  one  chief 
impulse  is  to  instill  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  know 
Him  not,  life's  supreme  desire — "We  would  see  Jesus." 

Her  grasp  6t  details,  her  power  for  leadership,  her 
personal  charm,  received  the  highest  tribute  when  in 
1921  Mrs.  Herbert  was  elected  President  of  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Nor 
have  the  succeeding  years  disproved  the  wisdom  of  the 
choice. 

To  show  how  one  Christian  denomination  can  and  does 
help  another  by  way  of  exchange,  let  me  add  a  true  story. 
Mrs.  Herbert  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  for  a 
dozen  years  before  becoming  a  Methodist  preacher's  wife 
and  uniting  with  the  Methodists.  She  was  invited  a  few 
years  ago  by  a  Baptist  friend  to  take  lunch  at  her  house 
with  Mrs.  J.  D.  Chapman,  who  holds  the  same  position  in 
the  Baptist  Missionary  Union  in  South  Carolina  as  Mrs. 
Herbert  does  in  the  South  Carolina  Conference  Woman's 
Missionary  Society.  They  are  both  presidents.  It  developed 
at  this  social  meeting  that  Mrs.  Cha])man  was  reared  in  a 
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Methodist  home  and  united  with  the  Methodist  church 
some  years  before  she  married  a  Baptist  minister  and 
united  with  the  Baptists.  Cupid's  knowledge  of  theology 
is  very  limited  and  denominational  lines  are  not  considered 
in  his  business. 

S.  C.  H. 


MRS.  R.  L.  KIRKWOOD 


Mrs.  Janie  Sherrill  Kirkwood,  having  lost  her  mother 
in  early  childhood,  was  tenderly  reared  by  her  grand- 
parents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  T.  Smith,  at  their  country 
home  in  Marlboro  County. 

While  quite  young  she  attended  school  at  the  Greens- 
boro Female  College,  and  later  graduated  fronii  Salem 
Female  College,  at  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  While  at  the 
latter  school,  the  seed  that  were  sown  by  her  devout 
teachers  in  this  school  fell  on  good  soil  and  in  later  years 
have  brought  forth  much  fruit  for  church  and  Master. 

In  1911,  Mrs.  Kirkwood  succeeded  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hum- 
bert as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Woman's  Fore  gn 
Missionary  Society  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference.  She 
served  in  this  capacity  till  1915,  when  the  South  Caro- 
lina Conference  was  divided  and  the  Woman's  Home  and 
Foreign  work  became  united.  Since  this  date  Mrs.  Kirk- 
wood has  served  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  AVo- 
man's  Missionarj^  Society  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference. Having  attended  every  council  meeting,  and  hav- 
ing learned  the  work  tlioroughly,  she  is  well  informed 
in  all  departments  of  the  work.  Since  the  day  she  identi- 
fied herself  with  the  missionary  work,  Mrs.  Kirkwood  has 
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given  freely  of  her  time,  strength  and  means.  No  needy 
and  worthy  cause  is  ever*  refused  help  by  her,  and  .slie 
has  been  greatly  blessed  in  these  years  of  service  for  her 
God  and  for  humanity. 

K.  M.  N. 


MRS.  J.  P.  McNIELL 


For  twenty-one  years  Mrs.  Jas.  P.  McNiell  of 
Florence  has  been  the  faithful  and  efficient  treasurer  of 
the  W.  M.  S.  of  South  Carolina  Conference. 

In  her  blood  are  mingled  the  strains  of  Hugenot  and 
old-time  Methodist,  and  in  her  ideals  and  her  life  work 
she  is  true  to  both.  Accuracy,  modesty,  loyalty  mark  the 
career  of  this  officer,  whose  name.  Alma,  stands  for 
gentleness.  She  is  recently  called  the  "lady  with  white 
hair  and  beautiful  face." 

C.  F.  H. 


MISS  MARY  HAMLIN 


At  the  division  of  the  Conference,  Miss  Mary  Ham- 
lin, who  had  been  serving  as  District  Secretary  of  Charles- 
ton District,  w^as  elected  Recording  Secretary  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference.  Miss  Hamlin's  life  has  been 
devoted  to  the  little  children  of  the  Charleston  Orphan 
Home,  where  she  has  taught  for  many  years.  As  Record- 
ing Secretary  no  one  could  have  been  more  intelligently 
and  devotedly  "on  the  job."  Her  minutes  of  annual  meet- 
ings have  been  without  flaw,  and  exhibit  in  a  marked  de- 
gree her  grasp  of  things  vital,  and  her  faithfulness  in  the 


270  FIFTY  WONDERFUL  YEARS  1878-1928 

least  detail.  She  managed  to  inject  a  bit  of  her^p€r-Sj9n- 
ality  into  the  dry  statistics'  of  the  minutes.  It  was  wi|,h, 
deep  regret  that  her  resignation  was  accepted  in  1927, 
on  account  of  her  removal  from  Cha|:"lestpni  ...  s-  f... . 

She  is  succeeded  by  Mrs.  S.  W.  Summers,    who    is 
capable  and  consecrated,  and  wields  a  facile  pen. 

C.  F.  H. 


•»rtr 


I 


CHAPTER  III 

PRESENT    OFFICERS    UPPER    SOUTH    CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE 

ANNIE  (JREENE  STACKHOUSE 

In  tiiniinji'  our  thouglits  to  the  first  President  of  the 
Woman's  INIissionary  S,,c!Cty  ot  the  Upper  South  Carolina 
Conference,  we  recall  distinctly  numbers  of  occasions  when 
she  referred  to  the  great  love  that  abode  in  the  hearts  oi" 
her  father  and  her  mother  for  the  cause  of  missions.  It  is 
a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  her  father,  James  Wesley 
Greene,  gathered  the  children  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Creenwood  S.  C,  into  a  group  to  raise  money  for  work 
among  the  children  of  Mex'co  long  before  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  our  Church  was  organized. 

Ecjually  intcrcst'ng  arc  the  facts  connected  with  the 
missionary  activities  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Creene. 
Among  the  earliest  societies  organize  1  was  the  one  at 
Creenwood,  and  j\Irs.  Creene  became  its  pioneer  pr<  idtnt. 
Such  missionary  influence  was  needed  all  over  the  Confer- 
ence and  she  was  chosen  to  serve  as  District  Secretary  of 
the  Cokesbu'y  Dstrict  from  1892  to  1896,  ard  then  as 
Conference  Treasurer  from  1896-1906. 

It  was  quite  natural  for  the  daughter,  Annie  Greene 
Stackhouse  to  imbibe  the  love  of  ]\['ssions  which  is  hers 
and  to  develop  a  zeal  for  the  cause  of  missionary  progress 
fitting  to  Ihat  of  her  father  and  her  mother.  Mrs.  Stack- 
house  was  chosen  District  Secretary  of  Marion  District  in 
the  Home  j\Iission  Sor-iety  for  the  years  1902-1903.  and 
again  during  her  serrnd  stay  in  Marion  in  1910-1911.  Dur- 
ing the  same  period  she  was  quite  active  in  the  Foreign 
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Missionary  Society,  serving  as  Conference  Vice  President 
from  1906  to  1913,  and  then  as  Conference  Recording  Sec- 
retary from  1913  to  1915  when  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Societies  were  united  into  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

At  that  time  of  union  and  separation,  union  of  Home 
and  Foreign  work  and  separation  into  two  new  confer- 
ences, Mrs.  Staekhouse  was  elected  President  of  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Society  of  the  Upper  South  Carolina 
Conference.  Accepting  the  office  as  a  sacred  trust  and  as 
an  opportunity  for  service,  she  ventured  forth,  led  by  a 
faith  that  has  been  a  shining  light  to  all  who  have  had  the 
privilege  of  working  with  her. 

Mrs.  Staekhouse  realized  the  importance  of  emphasiz- 
ing Young  People's  Work.  With  an  ability  to  understand 
them,  she  has  worked  in  the  past  and  is  still  working  for  a 
separate  Conference  for  Young  People.  This  has  not  yet 
been  accomplished,  but  we  who  know  Mrs.  Staekhouse  are 
looking  forward  to  the  fine  day  when  the  Young  People 
will  receive  their  due  place  in  the  plans  for  the  work  of 
the  Kingdom. 

Another  forward  movement  sponsored  by  her  is  the 
securing  of  a  full-time  Conference  Field  Secretary  for  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society.  With  a  business  insight  she 
has  often  said  that  money  spent  on  organization  and  culti- 
vation was  money  well  spent.  She  has  tried  continually  to 
lead  the  women  to  a  realization  that  their  work  has  failed 
unless  they  have  helped  surcharge  the  Church  with  a  spirit 
of  unfolding  love  and  devotion. 

Three  desires  have  inspired  and  controlled  her  efforts 
in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society:  first,  that  the  spiritual 
lives  of  the  women  might  be  deepened  and  enriched;  sec- 
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ond,  that  the  women  might  become  efficient  through  know- 
ing the  facts  concerning  the  cause  of  missions;  and  third, 
that  the  goal  might  always  be  ahead  of  our  yearly  attain- 
ments. This  third  desire  has  given  us  a  peep  into  the  soul 
of  our  first  President,  our  spiritual  leader,  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Stackhouse.  Even  as  her  soul  reaches  out  for  the  perfec- 
tion when  "we  shall  be  like  Him",  so  she  ever  leads  the 
women  forward  and  upward,  and  we  who  folloAV  seem  to 
liear  her  soul  whisper  "Excelsior". 


ONILEE  RODMAN  BROWN 


At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference  in 
January,  1915,  in  Chester,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Brown  was  chosen 
District  Secretary  for  Rock  Hill  District.  Being  a  new- 
comer in  the  State,  Mrs.  Brown  realized  the  importance  of 
making  a  survey  of  the  field  and  of  the  forces  therein.  She 
found  59  churches  in  the  District  of  which  only  twelve 
could  claim  a  missionary  society,  adult,  young  people  or 
junior.  She  at  once  undertook  an  organization  campaign, 
and  few  if  any  women  have  been  more  active  in  visiting, 
speaking  in  behalf  of  Mission  work,  and  organizing  Mis- 
sionary Societies.  Not  satisfied  with  numbers  alone,  she 
was  especially  earnest  in  her  efforts  to  bring  all  the  auxil- 
iaries within  the  bounds  of  her  district  up  to  the  standards 
of  the  Roll  of  Honor. 

In  June,  1918,  Mrs.  Brown  was  elected  Conference 
Superintendent  of  Literature.  She  felt  that  in  a  great 
measure  the  advancement  of  the  six  districts  was  depend- 
ent on  placing  the  splendid  literature  sent  out  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Council  in  the  hands  of  women  who 
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would  use  it  for  the  promotion  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
local  auxiliaries,  so  she  turned  every  effort  into  i)i'omi)t  and 
faithful  service  in  the  office  to  which  she  had  been  elected. 

The  following  year  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held  in 
Columbia  College,  Columbia,  S.  C,  Mrs.  Brown  was  elected 
President  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  l'])per 
South  Carolina  Conference,  which  office  she  held  for  four 
years.  Upon  her  resignation  as  President  the  Conference 
was  unwilling  to  act  without  her  advice  and  support,  so 
she  was  elected  Vice  President;  she  served  in  this  capacity 
until  her  removal  from  the  State  near  the  close  of  1926.  The 
Conference  suffered  a  great  loss  upon  her  removal,  though 
our  loss  is  the  gain  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference, and  particularly  of  Methodism  in  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Brown  made  many  splendid  contributions  to  the 
progress  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  Upper 
South  Carolina  Conference.  During  her  presidency,  the 
Budget  System  was  adopted  by  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  a  step  far  in  advance  of  the  majority  of  the  Con- 
ference Societies.  She  emphasized  intensive  work  in  Mis- 
sion and  Bible  Study.  She  realized  tliat  the  Conference 
needs  the  best  trained  and  equipped  workers  possible;  and 
during  her  presidency  it  became  a  regular  custom  of  the 
Conference  Society  to  send  some  officers  and  district  secre- 
taries to  Junaluska  or  other  Training  Schools  each  year 
for  special  study. 

Mrs.  Brown  was  a  member  of  the  State  Inter-Eacial 
Committee,  and  by  her  influence  and  personal  service  mu'  h 
advancement  was  made  along  this  line  of  Social  Service. 
Stewardship  was  emphasized  in  every  program  she  arrang- 
ed. Missionary  women  were  urged  to  tithe  not  only  their 
monev  but  also  their  time  in  service  to  Jesus. 
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She  was  eloclcd  tlic  (Jonrorciice  Missionary  Society 
Representative  to  atlencl  the  great  Centenary  Celebration 
in  Columbus,  Oliio,  during-  the  sunnner  oT  .1919.  The  re- 
ports of  this  trip  to  the  auxiliaries  were  lull  of  inspiration 
and  urged  them  to  more  devoted  and  faithful  service. 

During  her  vice  presidency,  Mrs.  Brown  served  as 
chairman  of  Bennett-Wightman  Memorial  Committee.  The 
many  speeches  she  made  in  behalf  of  this  movement  can- 
not pass  from  our  memory.  She  was  an  attractive  speaker, 
and  the  messages  she  brought  always  had  the  ring  of  con- 
viction behind  lb  cm  and  made  a  lasting  impression  on  those 
who  heard  her. 

During  her  presidency  there  was  a  conspicuously  large 
number  of  the  younger  women  of  the  Church  in  attend- 
ance on  Annual  Meetings.  Tlie  writer  recalls  on  several 
occasions  calling  the  attention  of  other  Conference  officers 
to  the  presence  of  these  young  people.  Mrs.  Brown's  busi- 
ness ability,  her  composure  and  poise  as  a  presiding  officer, 
and  gentleness  and  sweetness  in  the  graces  that  make  up  a 
noble  Christian  woman  were  attractive  to  all  whom  she 
touched. 


HELEN  BARBER  BOURNE 

In  any  statement  of  facts  connected  with  the  official 
relationship  of  Mrs.  D.  N.  Bourne  to  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society,  it  is  impossible  to  lose  sight  of  the  home  from 
whence  she  came.  Her  father  was  Rev.  R.  W.  Barber,  a 
minister  of  our  Church,  and  her  mother  was  Mrs.  Mamie 
Hill  Barber,  a  woman  who  helped  mould  and  guide  the 
n-iissionary  activities  of  the  jMcthodist  women  of  the  State 
lor  a  number  of  years.     Tliercfoie  as  a  girl  it  was  natural 
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for  Helen  Barber  to  go  with  her  mother  to  missionary  meet- 
ings, learn  of  the  work  in  the  Master's  Kingdom,  and  de- 
velop a  love  and  zeal  for  service.  It  is  interesting  to  lua:- 
her  tell  of  the  first  meeting  she  presided  over  as  District 
Secretary  of  Kingstree  District,  looking  down  into  the  lov- 
ing eyes  of  her  mother  to  strengthen  her  and  drive  away 
her  young  fears.  She  held  this  office  in  the  Home  Mission 
Society  from  1906  to  1909  when  she  was  elected  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  in  which  office  she  served  until  the 
union  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  and 
the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the 
l^^pper  South  Carolina  Conference  in  Chester,  January 
1915;  at  that  time  she  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  new  Conference  Society,  remaining  in  that  office  un- 
til 1923  when  she  was  elected  President.  These  dates  show 
that  Mrs.  Bourne  has  been  officially  connected  with  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  for  more  than  twenty-one 
years,  but  in  no  way  can  they  outline  the  enormous  amount 
of  work  she  has  done. 

Probably  Mrs.  Bourne's  main  achievements  as  District 
Secretary  were  organizing  societies  and  presenting  Home 
Missions  to  prejudiced  people  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pave 
the  way  for  the  union  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Societies. 
By  a  thorough  study  of  both,  it  was  possible  to  see  that 
they  were  branches  of  the  same  vine. 

After  becoming  Conference  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Bourne  attended  her  first  Home  Mission  Board  meet- 
ing in  Savannah  1909.  where  Miss  Bennett  recommended 
that  the  women  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
ask  for  the  rights  of  the  laity.  Upon  her  return  she  at 
once  took  up  the  cause  and  did  much  pioneer  work  in  the 
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State  before  General  Conference  granted  these  rights  in 
1918. 

In  the  meantime  her  interest  in  the  union  of  Home 
and  Foreign  Missions  was  great,  and  to  her  belongs  the 
honor  of  organizing  the  first  union  society  even  before  the 
l)lan  had  been  presented  to  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Coun- 
cil. Her  plan  of  auxiliary  union  became  the  suggested  plan 
of  the  Council  until  organic  union  was  effected. 

The  office  of  Superintendent  of  Volunteers  is  one  that 
had  ils  beginning  in  the  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference. 
Mrs.  Bourne  recognized  the  need  of  a  definite  officer  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  young  people  who  had  volunteered 
for  service  in  God's  Kingdom,  and  through  her  advice  and 
following  her  plan  the  office  was  created. 

Since  becoming  President  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  Mrs.  Bourne  has  attempted  to  change  the  type  of 
annual  meetings  so  that  the  programs  might  be  of  a  con- 
structive and  inspirational  nature  rather  than  the  reading 
of  reports  intended  for  publication  in  the  annual  minutes. 
A  pleasant  recollection  of  each  annual  meeting,  and  some- 
thing to  look  towards  in  each  succeeding  one,  was  the  vivid 
word  picture  that  Mrs.  Bourne  brought  us  of  each  Council 
Meeting  she  attended  while  Corresponding  Secretary.  She 
knew  many  of  the  Council  officers  personally,  and  she  seem- 
ed to  feel  that  it  was  her  own  responsibility  to  lead  the 
women  here  in  our  Conference  to  know  them  and  to  under- 
stand the  work  through  her  and  her  descriptions  of 
happenings  there  each  year. 

Mrs.  Bourne  has  given  herself  freely  to  the  Woman's 
Missionar>^  Society  Work  in  Upper  South  Carolina.  By 
her  attendance  and  suggestions  she  did  much  to  help  begin 
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a  series  of  group  meetings  before  the  present  zone  meetings 
had  been  instituted. 

Upon  the  death  of  Miss  Belle  Bennett,  the  honored  and 
beloved  first  President. of  the  Woman's  Missionary  (.'oun- 
cil,  the  Upper  South  Carolina  Conference  joined  heartily 
in  the  undertaking  to  erect  a  suitable  memorial  to  her  at 
►Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
A  part  of  the  Memorial  was  the  erection  of  a  Chapel,  beau- 
tiful in  plan  and  soul-lifting  to  all  who  have  the  privilege 
of  visiting  it.  As  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  of  South  Carolina 
had  been  a  pioneer  with  Miss  Bennett  in  securing  funds  foi- 
the  first  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  Institute  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  it  was  considered  proper  to  allow  the  opportun- 
ity to  the  women  of  the  two  conferences  in  South  Carolina 
of  erecting  the  building  known  as  the  Wightman  Chapel  as 
their  part  of  the  Bennett  Memorial.  Instead  of  $12,500.00, 
the  amount  requested,  the  women  of  Upper  South  Carolina 
raised  $15,758.14  for  this  object  under  the  able  leadership 
of  Mrs.  Bourne, 

The  fact  that  Mrs.  Bourne  has  attended  every  Council 
Meeting  excepting  three  since  its  organization  in  1910  is 
evidence  of  her  loyalty  and  service  to  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Council  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  at 
the  time  the  Bennett  Memorial  was  projected ;  and  it  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  she  was  the  secretary  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  the  one  who  presented  the  report  to  Council  offer- 
ing plans  for  the  erection  of  the  "Greater  Scarritt". 

Our  Conference  Society  had  the  honor  of  having  our 
President,  Mrs.  D.  N.  Bourne,  as  one  of  the  five  members 
of  the  Council  Young  People's  Commission  which  began 
the  agitation  for  a  unified  program  of  religious  education 
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in  the  local  church ;  and  her  activity  and  zeal  in  that  group 
was  the  cause  of  her  election  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Conference  Educational  Commission. 


MRS.  JAMES  W.  KIDGO 


As  in  the  hushed  calm  of  a  winter  twilight  one  sees 
tall  trees  in  clear  relief  against  the  soft  after-sunset 
glow,  so  Mrs.  James  W.  Kilgo  stands  a  distinct  figure  on 
the  horizon  of  the  history  of  South  Carolina  missions. 
She  was  connected  with  the  mi^isionary  work  from  its 
inception,  for  she  joined  the  Bright  Jewels  in  North 
Carolina  when  it  was  first  organized.  Later  this  organ- 
ization was  called  the  junior  missionary  society. 

Elizabeth  Doak  Coppedge  was  born  in  Wadesboro, 
North  Carolina,  September  19,  1860,  and  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  Salem  Fe- 
male College  in  1878.  On  the  eighth  of  November,  1883, 
she  was  married  to  Dr.  James  Whitfield  Kilgo,  who  is  a 
brother  of  the  late  Bishop  Kilgo.  Their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters are  James  P.,  Kate  D.,  Emma  (Mrs.  W.  B.  West), 
Benjamin  L.,  and  Martha*  (Mrs.  J.  N.  Gibson).  All  of 
them  are  active  members  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  Kilgo  served  various  offices  in  the  adult  mis- 
sionary societies  of  the  churches  of  which  her  husband 
was  pastor.  She  began  with  his  first  charge  in  Chester- 
field, where  she  helped  organize  an  auxiliary  early  in 
1888.  When  the  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  in 
South  Carolina  she  immediately  became  associated  with 
its  work,  and  in  1901  was  elected  district  secretary  of  the 
Sumter  District,  while  attending  the  second  annual  meet- 
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ing  of  the  Home  Mission  Society,  which  was  held  in  Co- 
lumbia. At  the  close  of  1902  aim  moved  from  the  Sumter 
District,  and  was  elected  second  vice  president  of  the  con- 
ference society,  the  duties  of  the  office  at  that  time  being 
the  promotion  of  the  Christian  stewardship  and  systematic 
giving.  She  was  elected  Conference  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary in  1906,  but  resigned  that  office  in  1909  on  account 
of  her  health.  She  was  elected  Conference  President  in 
1913,  and  served  through  1915.  The  foreign  and  home 
societies  were  then  combined,  and  she  was  made  first 
vice  president  of  the  united  society.  The  condition  of 
her  health  necessitated  her  resigning  this  office  in  1920. 
The  missionary  women  were  reluctant  to  release  her  en- 
tirely, and  created  an  office  in  order  to  continue  her  con- 
nection with  the  society.  They  named  this  office  secre- 
tary at  large,  and  it  gave  her  the  privilege  of  visiting 
and  organizing  auxiliaries  when  her  health  permitted. 
For  six  years  she  was  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Home  Missions. 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Wait,  with  whom  Mrs.  Kilgo  was  long 
intimately  associated  in  the  missionary  work,  says  of  her : 
"During  her  long  years  of  service,  though  very  timid, 
Mrs.  Kilgo  was  ever  ready  to  walk  in  the  path  of  duty. 
By  her  gifted  pen,  her  loyal  service,  and  her  deep  conse- 
cration she  made  valuable  contribution  to  the  work ;  and 
much  of  the  growing  success  of  the  home  mission  work 
was  due  to  her.  She  has  also  been  diligent  in  Sunday 
School  and  in  other  church  activities.  Capable  and  de- 
voted, she  Avas  much  in  demand;  and  always,  when  poss- 
ible, she  responded  to  the  task  of  the  hour." 

(Mrs.  John  K.)  Mary  Steele  Hamblin 


11 
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MRS.  W.  A.  ROGERS 


No  history  of  woman's  missionary  work  in  South 
Carolina  would  be  complete  without  telling  of  the  part 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Rogers  had  during  those  early  days,  and  on 
down  to  the  present,  when  she  is  still  the  inspiration  of 
many  through  her  wise  counsel,  her  cheery  words  of  en- 
couragement, and  her  rich  prayer-life. 

Mrs.  Rogers  has  been  a  member  of  the  W.  M.  S.  ever 
since  she  joined  at  Winnsboro,  in  1879.  She  has  served 
in  almost  every  capacity  in  the  local  auxiliaries,  as  well 
as  being  District  Secretary  of  Marion  District  at  one  time, 
and  rendering  her  greatest  service  as  Conference  Treasurer 
of  the  H.  M.  S.  from  1899  to  1915,  and  Treasurer  of  the 
U.  S.  C.  Conference  from  1915  to  1921.  During  that  time 
she  missed  only  one  annual  meeting. 

Mrs.  Rogers  was  as  much  interested  during  the  early 
years  in  Home  Missions  as  in  Foreign  Missions,  and  it  was 
she  who  wrote  to  Miss  Emily  Allen  (Mrs.  Siler)  to  come, 
or  send  some  one,  to  South  Carolina  and  interest  the 
women  in  Home  Missions.  Miss  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Kirk- 
land  came  to  Mrs.  Rogers'  home  in  Greenville,  and  they 
organized  several  Home  Societies  in  1898. 

Previous  to  that  time  she  had  been  making  contri- 
butions, and  had  organized  the  women  of  Spartanburg  in 
1895.  She  was  made  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Conference  when  it  was  organized,  in  1898,  but  resigned 
and  accepted  the  office  of  Treasurer  in.  1899.  Wherever 
Mrs.  Rogers  lived,  as  a  minister's  wife,  she  organized  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Societies.  The  Y.  P.  at  Orangeburg 
and  Central  owe  their  beginning  to  her  efforts. 
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It  was  she  who  after  organizing  both  Home  and 
Foreign  societies  at  Bethel.  Spartanburg,  was  instrumental 
in  uniting  them,  among  the  very  first  in  1911,  and  later 
brought  the  Ladies'  Aid  into  the  union. 

Mrs.  Rogers  has  influenced  many  women  to  accept 
places  of  responsibility  in  the  missionary  societies,  and 
she  has  helped  every  one  of  us  as  district  and  conference 
officers.  We  have  depended  uj^on  her  love  and  prayers 
for  strengtli  in  hard  places. 

This  meager  record  cannot  in  any  sense  adequately 
express  the  faithfulness  of  such  women,  nor  tell  of  the 
endless  details  of  work  which  would  have  been  drudgery 
had  they  not  loved  unselfishly  the  missionary  work  of  our 
church  at  home  and  abroad;  and  now  as  they  look  back 
they  think  of  their  achievements  as  small,  and  they  count 
it  all  joy  to  have  been  permitted  to  work  with  the  Master 
Workman,  but  we  who  have  heard  and  He  who  knows 
realize  that  today's  successes  are  built  upon  their  devoted 
service. 

Helen  Barber  Bourne 


MRS.  A.  B.   MULLIGAN 


Mrs.  A.  B.  ]\Iulligan,  nee  Florence  Carrol  Archer, 
was  born  in  Spartanburg,  S.  C,  September  13th,  1847.  She 
was  married  October  3rd.  1869,  to  Capt.  Alfred  B.  Mulli- 
gan, a  native  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  who  came  to  Spartan- 
burg with  his  widowed  mother  and  sisters  as  refugees 
from  the  war  in  which  he  had  been  wounded.  They 
lived  a  short  while  in  Spartanburg  but  moved  then  to 
Charleston  for  several  years.  Later  they  returned  to 
Spartanburg  where  their  three  daughters  were  born  and 
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where  they  still  reside.     She  is  a  graduate  of  Spartan- 
burg Female  College  (now  Columbia  College). 

No  history  of  Spartanburg's  social,  educational  and 
religious  life  could  be  complete  without  the  name  of  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Mulligan,  for  she  has  always  been  keenly  interested 
in  the  varied  activities  of  life  around  her.  Early  in  life 
she  joined  the  Central  Methodist  church.  In  all  its 
branches,  her  church  has  always  been  foremost  in  her 
affection  and  interest.  For  many  years  she  taught  in  the 
Sunday  School.  She  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  missionary  society  when  it  Avas  organized  in  1879. 
She  served  as  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Central  so- 
ciety for  twenty-five  years.  As  district  secretary,  she 
served  for  seventeen  years  and  as  Editor  of  the  mission- 
ary page  in  The  Southern  Christian  Advocate  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  As  a  result  of  all  these  activities  her  mind 
is  still  a  store-house  of  missionary  knowledge  upon  which 
the  women  of  today  continue  to  depend. 

Mrs.  Mulligan  is  now  eighty  years  of  age  and  is  at 
this  writing  visiting  her  daughter,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Boyd,  in 
Ft.  Myers,  Florida.  At  a  recent  meeting  in  that  city 
she  gave  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  in  our  mission- 
ary societies,  displaying  a  photograph  of  her  dear  friend, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Wightman,  and  of  a  district  meeting  held 
many  years  ago  at  Newberry,  S.  C. 

One  of  the  outstanding  characteristics  is  a  fine  demo- 
cratic spirit  which  recognizes  neither  class  nor  station  as 
being  too  high  nor  too  low  to  receive  her  interest  and 
help;  and  added  to  this  is  a  keen  sense  of  humor  which 
often  serves  to  relieve  stress  and  tension  and  prevent 
unpleasant  incidents.  ^orrie  Scruggs  Armstrong 
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